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One way of looking at the history of a site is through the people who lived there. This information can 
be gleaned from various sources including the National Census which was done every 10 years. 
Unfortunately the Census data is only released after 100 years (though the results of the demographic 
analysis are published shortly after a census is taken). This means that data is available from 1841 to 
1901 in 10 year intervals. The census data is available to be purchased on CD but this would work out 
very expensive as prices are around £10 to £20 per county per census. Instead some data is available in 
main libraries or the county records offices (for Bedfordshire this is BLARS, the Bedfordshire and 
Luton Archive and Records Office, in Bedford). Data can also be obtained online but this usually 
means taking out a paid subscription. 

The data for the analysis of the residents was obtained from BLARS (Bedfordshire and Luton Archives 
and Records Service), Dunstable library and ancestry.co.uk, and was analysed using software specially 
written by LPS. This data can be accessed by clicking on the link on the source page for this document 
(where you clicked to get to here) or by clicking here. 

An analysis of the residents of a road can provide information about what was going on there, local 
employment and social conditions but the main thing is that it provides something very useful to LPS, 
the names. During an investigation LPS members, who have psychic abilities, will pick up on names 
which can then be compared with the records to see if the names were those of people who lived there. 
This analysis can be done before the investigation but no member of the team (apart from our 
researcher) sees the names so they are unaware of who lived there. An alternative approach is to look 
up the specific names in the data after the event. 

Even though the census data goes back to 1841 a lot of it is of little value as it is not possible to connect 
a name to an address. Analysis of names for Manchester Place revealed that the house numbers were 
only recorded from 1871 onwards. Prior to this each entry is only given a Schedule Number (a numeric 
reference to the data in the census). The schedule number is also given in the later censuses as well as 
the house number. Even without the house number it can still be possible to generally work out the 
residents in a road but unfortunately not for Manchester Place. In the 1861 and earlier censuses 
Manchester Place does not exist as the houses were classed as being in High Street North. It is almost 
certain from the census data that the road existed as a lot of the residents who were there in 1871 
appear in the 1861 Census in a consecutive block of schedule numbers. In general when a census was 
done the enumerator would start at one end of the road and progress to the other end giving each house 
a consecutive schedule number thus, generally, neighbours appear next to each other in the census. The 
only problem is that this cannot be guaranteed so any placement of names with houses is purely 
speculative. 

The properties which made up Manchester Place were, for a lot of their history, owned by just one 
family, the Wheeler’s. This meant that the properties were rented and consequently had a high turn 
around of tenants. Some people stayed in one property for decades whilst others stayed for just a year 
or less. As data is only available on an annual basis it is possible that a lot more people lived in the 
properties than the data indicates. This is especially true with the earlier data which relies on the 10 
yearly censuses, between each census a lot of people could have come and gone. Better sources of 
information are the Registers of Electors which were produced annually but this data only includes 
those eligible to vote. As a result a lot of names will have been lost including children and lodgers etc. 
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This situation gets worse with the pre-1900 registers as very few people were eligible to vote and was 
based on the value of the house, if it was less than £12 you couldn’t vote. 

In the analysis the full original data is given from the censuses, Registers of Electors, baptism records, 
marriage and burial records, the rating analyses and the Dunstable Guides. The latter were produced for 
a number of years from the early 1900s onwards and listed the residents of Dunstable by street name 
(though generally this was only the head of the household, usually the man). In 1910 and 1925 every 
home in Dunstable was evaluated for its rateable value, the data including the resident’s name. This 
data is extremely useful as very detailed maps were produced showing every house and its number in 
the ratings lists. Within the lists themselves the house numbers were given thus allowing you to work 
out which houses were located where and thus the houses which stood where the Pioneer Boys Club 
and the Dunstable Young Peoples Centre stand, numbers 9 to 23. 

In the data the first sheet of the analysis (the ‘Summary’ tab) shows the house numbers 9 to 23 and the 
people who lived there. This data is followed by alphabetical lists of the residents both by surname and 
first name (the ‘Surnames’ and ‘First Names’ tabs). Unplaced data is also given which is a list of names 
of people who lived in Manchester Place but the actual house number where they lived is unknown, 
this is given through the ‘UP Surnames’ and UP First Names’ tabs. The next few tabs give the 1851 to 
1901 census data (there were no residents listed in the 1841 register). The Register of Electors data is 
given under the ‘R of E’ tab and the ‘RE Unplaced’ tab (Register of Electors Unplaced – Data give for 
the road but without a house number). The next tab (‘Guides’) gives data obtained from various 
Dunstable guide books. The next tabs give the birth, death and marriage data for Manchester Place. The 
final tab (‘Source’) gives a list of sources for the data. Each of these is coded by year and a letter, so, 
for instance, 1904e comes from the 1904 Register of Electors South Bedfordshire - Dunstable Park 
Ward. This coding is used throughout the sheets. 

An example of an original census sheet is shown on the next page, this is a fairly easily read sheet, a lot 
of them are considerably worse. 
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