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One way of looking at the history of a site is through the peopleliwdub there. This information cah

be gleaned from various sources including the National Census wids done every 10 yeal

S.

Unfortunately the Census data is only released after 100 ykatgk the results of the demographic

analysis are published shortly after a census is taken). Tlissntleat data is available from 1841

1901 in 10 year intervals. The census data is available to be purcma€é&al but this would work out

very expensive as prices are around £10 to £20 per county per censasl. $ogte data is available
main libraries or the county records offices (for Bedfordshire is BLARS, the Bedfordshire an
Luton Archive and Records Office, in Bedford). Data can also be obtankne but this usually
means taking out a paid subscription.

The data for the analysis of the residents was obtained from BL{BRdfordshire and Luton Archive
and Records Service), Dunstable library and ancestry.co.uk, and wegsednading software special

to

n
d

written by LPS. This data can be accessed by clicking onrtkei the source page for this documgnt

(where you clicked to get to here) or dicking here

An analysis of the residents of a road can provide information abaittwads going on there, loc
employment and social conditions but the main thing is that it progaeething very useful to LP
the names. During an investigation LPS members, who have psychiegbvliill pick up on name

which can then be compared with the records to see if the nameshese of people who lived there.

This analysis can be done before the investigation but no membide deam (apart from ou
researcher) sees the names so they are unaware of whthieved An alternative approach is to 1o
up the specific names in the data after the event.

Even though the census data goes back to 1841 a lot of it is of little value as piassibte to conned
a name to an address. Analysis of names for Manchester Blaadad that the house numbers w

only recorded from 1871 onwards. Prior to this each entry is only givgchedule Number (a numeyi

reference to the data in the census). The schedule number isvalsangthe later censuses as well
the house number. Even without the house number it can still be possgdaeially work out the
residents in a road but unfortunately not for Manchester Place. 1486 and earlier census
Manchester Place does not exist as the houses were clasgsgdgas High Street North. It is almo
certain from the census data that the road existed as a fbé o€sidents who were there in 18
appear in the 1861 Census in a consecutive block of schedule numbers. &h\gbeara census w4
done the enumerator would start at one end of the road and pragtiesother end giving each hou
a consecutive schedule number thus, generally, neighbours appear emott bther in the census. T
only problem is that this cannot be guaranteed so any placemenmest naith houses is pure
speculative.

The properties which made up Manchester Place were, for a tbeiofhistory, owned by just orfe

family, the Wheeler’s. This meant that the properties wen¢ed and consequently had a high t
around of tenants. Some people stayed in one property for decadesotiieitststayed for just a ye

or less. As data is only available on an annual basis it is podk#tl a lot more people lived in the

properties than the data indicates. This is especially truethdt earlier data which relies on the
yearly censuses, between each census a lot of people coulddmageand gone. Better sources
information are the Registers of Electors which were produced &l this data only include

those eligible to vote. As a result a lot of names will have letnncluding children and lodgers efc.
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This situation gets worse with the pre-1900 registers asfeerpeople were eligible to vote and was
based on the value of the house, if it was less than £12 you couldn’t vote.

In the analysis the full original data is given from the ceesuRegisters of Electors, baptism recojfds,
marriage and burial records, the rating analyses and the Den&atoles. The latter were produced for
a number of years from the early 1900s onwards and listed the residddiinstable by street name
(though generally this was only the head of the household, usually the Ima®)0 and 1925 every
home in Dunstable was evaluated for its rateable value, the datdimgcthe resident’'s name. Thys
data is extremely useful as very detailed maps were produoadng) every house and its number|in
the ratings lists. Within the lists themselves the house numaes given thus allowing you to woik
out which houses were located where and thus the houses which stoodhehreneer Boys Clup
and the Dunstable Young Peoples Centre stand, numbers 9 to 23.

In the data the first sheet of the analysis (the ‘Summaby shows the house numbers 9 to 23 and the

people who lived there. This data is followed by alphabeticaldfstise residents both by surname gnd
first name (the ‘Surnames’ and ‘First Names’ tabs). Unplaced datsagyiven which is a list of namegs
of people who lived in Manchester Place but the actual house number thbg lived is unknown
this is given through the ‘UP Surnames’ and UP First Nanaés. fThe next few tabs give the 1851 to
1901 census data (there were no residents listed in the 1841 jegdiseeReqgister of Electors datalis
given under the ‘R of E’ tab and the ‘RE Unplaced’ tab (Regddté&iectors Unplaced — Data give fpr
the road but without a house number). The next tab (‘Guides’) givesobsmed from various
Dunstable guide books. The next tabs give the birth, death and marriage data foesarielace. The

final tab (*Source’) gives a list of sources for the datahEaf these is coded by year and a letter,| so,

for instance, 1904e comes from the 1904 Register of Electors Soutbrdsdfe - Dunstable Park
Ward. This coding is used throughout the sheets.

An example of an original census sheet is shown on the next page, dhairly easily read sheet, a |ot
of them are considerably worse.
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