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In an attempt to find out the history and names of the people who had occupied the building that is now 
the Knife and Cleaver a document search was undertaken at BLARS (the Bedfordshire and Luton 
Archives and Records Service) situated at County Hall in Bedford as well as making use of the 1841 to 
1901 Census data. The results of this search are given on the pages that follow this report and include 
the Census data entries, entries in various directories (Pigot’s, Kelly’s etc.), the Electoral Registers and 
the Licence registers. 

The earliest record that could be found dated back to 1796 but only referred to a public house in the 
village of which there have been four including the Chequers at How End, the Royal Oak and the 
Camel. The earliest record which mentions the inn by name is the Register of Recongnizances (a 
register of sureties witnessed by a Justice). The dated entry is for 1822 and mentions the original name 
of the inn, the Butcher’s Arms. At the time the owner was Edmund Day who was born in 1788. If 
Edmund was the first owner than a date of 1796 for the first record of the inn is unlikely as Edmund 
would only have been 8 at the time. Edmund was not just a publican but a blacksmith as well and 
records indicate that the site has been used as a blacksmith’s for a good part of its history. 

Another early record is a document Appointment, Release and Assignment and Covenant to Surrender 
by way of Mortgage. This is a massive document but the parts relevant to the Butcher’s Arms were as 
follows: 

Par ties:  

(i) Edmund Lucas of Mill Bank Street, Westminster [Middlesex], esquire;  

(ii) John Morris of Ampthill, esquire; 

(iii) Mary Ann Morris, Jane Morris and Catherine Morris all of Ampthill, spinsters; 

(iv) Thomas Ashby junior of Staines [Middlesex], esquire; Samuel Davis of Ampthill, esquire. 

Reciting:  

(I) Lease & Release & Appointment of 23-24 Dec 1831 between (1) Henry Ashby, Mary Ann 
Morris and Jane Morris (2) Mary Ann Morris (3) Jane Morris (4) Catherine Morris (5) John 
Morris (6) Samuel Davis (7) John Morris (8) Edmund Lucas in which four fifths of (a)-(cf) 
below were conveyed to (8) in trust for (7). 

Operative Part:  

- (iii) lent 30,000 to (ii);  

- (i), at request of (ii) and by appointment of (iii), and (ii), by appointment of (iii), both released four 
fifths of (a)-(cf) and three fifths of (cg)-(ci) to (iv) subject to equity of redemption; 

Details of the properties then followed including: 

(ay) messuage with brewhouse, stables and buildings called Butchers Arms, Houghton Conquest with 
homestead and pightle containing 2a 2r 3p and close of pasture adjoining of 1a 3r 8p in occupation of 
Edmund Day; 

A messuage is the portion of land set aside for a dwelling-house and outbuildings and pightle 
(pronounced pytle) is an Anglo-Saxon word meaning a small enclosure (a small parcel of land). 
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Later endorsements included on in 1907 details of which are given below. 

Fourth Endorsement of 6 Apr  1907  

Par ties:  

(i) Frederick Thomas Tanqueray;  

(ii) Valentina Augusta Wynter of Crawley House, Husborne Crawley, wife of Rev.George Ellis Wynter  

Reciting:  

- death of John Thomas Green on 28 Dec 1904;  

- 10,000 was still owing on mortgage;  

- after sales (a)-(bs) below were still security  

Operative Part:  

(i) transferred 4/5ths of (a)-(bs) and mortgage debt to (ii) 

Details of the properties then followed including: 

(am) Knife & Cleaver and 4 acres of land in Houghton Conquest in occupation of C[harles] D.Chilvers; 

A further mortgage document gave the following details 

Par ties:  

(i) John Thomas Green of Woburn, gentleman;  

(ii) Susanna Morris, Mary Jane Morris and Sophia Morris, all of Ampthill, spinsters  

Reciting:  

- 4/5ths of (z)-(cs) were subject to mortgage debt of 10,000 (balance of sum of 30,000 with interest at 
4.5% payable to John Thomas Green and Richard Orlebar secured by indentures of 27-28 Dec 1831;  

- (h)-(s), (u)-(v) and (z)-(cs) were subject to mortgage debt of 3,000 (balance of two mortgage debts of 
5,000 and 7,000) with interest at 4.5% payable to John Green secured by lien of 1 Jul 1853 and 
indenture of 1 Apr 1857;  

- (a)-(cs) were subject to mortgage debt 3,000 (balance of debts of 10,000 and 6,500) with interest at 
5% payable to Maria Dale Smith and John Green secured by indentures of 1 May 1857 and 15 Jan 
1858;  

Operative Part:  

- (i) borrowed 32,000 at 5% interest from (ii) secured by release with proviso for redemption to (ii) of 
(a)-(da) subject to mortgages on (a)-(cs) as recited above;  

- covenant by (i) to surrender copyhold premises with proviso for redemption 

Details of the properties then followed including: 

(bo) Butchers Arms, Houghton Conquest, with brewhouse, stables and buildings, homestead and 
pightle formerly stated to contain 2a 2r 3p actually containing 2a 2r 26p; 
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In 1851 Edmund is just listed in the census data as a blacksmith which roughly corresponds with the 
lack of an entry in the 1850 Slater’s (late Pigot & Co) Royal National and Commercial Directory where 
there is no mention of the Butcher’  Arms. By 1861 Edmund had become a publican and farmer with his 
married son Thomas, who was a blacksmith, also living on the premises with his wife Dorothy. As a 
farmer Edmund worked 44 acres (18 hectares) and employed a man and a boy. The 1861 census is the 
only one where the Butcher’s Arms is listed by name. 

One of the ledgers relating to the rental of the inn gave its details as  

A public house known by the Sign of the Butcher’s Arms, situated at Houghton Conquest, in the 
occupation of Edmund Day. Detached washhouse and yard, stabling for 3 horses with loft over, 
woodbarn and two hovels. Adjoining the house is 2a 2r 3p pasture land, and on the opposite side of the 
road is an Enclosure of pasture containing 1a 3r 10p 

Outgoing Land tax £1-4-6 

This gave a total land area of just over 4.3 acres (1.75 hectares). 

What is interesting is that the name of the inn was given as the Butcher’s Arms during most of 
Edmunds occupancy but in the Craven & Co’s Commercial Directory of 1853 it is called the Knife and 
Cleaver, reverting to the Butcher’s Arms the following year. 

Edmund remained as the owner of the inn until his death in 1863 when it was taken over by his wife, 
Phillis. Phillis Day kept the inn until 1868 when it was passed to her son, William, who was also a 
blacksmith and who, as records show, had been married with a family of his own since before 1851 
(when he was 26 years of age). Phillis only lived for another 5 years. 

In the 1871 census William is listed as a licensed victualler and blacksmith employing 2 men and a boy 
with his two unmarried sons Edmund (aged 20) and George (aged 16) listed as being blacksmiths on 
the same premises. William is also listed as a farmer of 40 acres and employing one man. By this time 
William’s family had grown with 4 sons, 2 daughters and a live in servant. In the Return of Licensed 
Premises for 1876 the village is listed as consisting of 3345 acres (354 hectares) and had a population 
of 734 people with 172 inhabited houses (as of 1871), at this time the inn was owned by John Morris of 
Ampthill. By 1881 William was still working as blacksmith, publican and farmer whilst his eldest 
daughter, 23 year old Elizabeth, had become a dressmaker and his second daughter Mary (aged 21) had 
become a school teacher. 

On 26th September 1873 the inn was used as an auction house for the ‘Sale of freehold messuage 
divided into 3 tenements, small threshing barn, cow shed and premises, by direction of William 
Penwright junior. Sale at the Knife and Cleaver Inn’ . 

In 1886 William died at the age of around 63 and the inn passed to his 60 year old wife Elizabeth on 4th 
March. At this time the inn was still owned by what became Morris and Co. of Ampthill and had a 
rateable value of £11 5s 0d (£11-25). Elizabeth remained as the licensee until 28th February 1892 when 
the licence was passed to 34 year old George Gadsden who had been the licensee at the Chequers Inn at 
How End in 1891. Before this time George Gadsden had been a farm labourer in Wootton where his 
family lived in 1881 having moved there from Wilden after 1871. The Kelly’s Directory of 1898 lists 
the inns name as the Knife and Cleaver, a name which it has kept to the present day. 

In 1900 the only entry in the electoral register is for a Charles Wells freehold public house with George 
Gadsden and Elizabeth Day as tenants so it is likely this is the Butcher’s Arms but the Licence Returns 
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of 1903 still list the owners of the Butcher’s Arms as being Morris and Co. of Ampthill. After 1900 
each of the electoral registers still only contain an entry for a Charles Wells freehold public house 
which is not the Royal Oak or the Chequers as they are given separately but could have been the 
Camel. During this period the registers do not list any personal names. By 1901 Elizabeth had moved to 
Chapel End Farm to become a farmer (the farm had originally been worked by another Edmund Day 
who was the son of the Edmund day who owned the Butcher’s Arms back in 1822). The farm was of 
around 200 acres (80 hectares) and large enough to employ up to 6 men and 3 boys in 1871. Elizabeth 
remained there until her own death in 1902. 

It is possible that the death of Elizabeth Day led to George Gadsden leaving the Butcher’s Arms as the 
licence was transferred to Charles David Chilvers on 27th March 1902. Charles renewed the licence 
until 1911 when it was transferred on 29th June to Harry Valentine whose family had moved to 
Houghton Conquest between 1881 and 1891 from Marston Moretaine. Harry renewed the licence every 
year until 1927 though he and his wife, Maud Ellen who he had married in 1900, were still there in 
1930 according to the electoral register. 

The Ratings list of 1923 is interesting as it gives details of the inn including the number of rooms. At 
the time the premises had a parlour, bar, tap room, lounge and kitchen. There was a cellar and three 
bedrooms upstairs with two attics. Outside there was barn, stable and coach house along with a grass 
field of just under 2 acres (0.4 hectares). At the time the owners, J. W. Green of Luton, were charging a 
rental of £6-5-0 (£6-25) with a rental before the First World War of £5 both being per quarter. One very 
interesting comment on the rating list was ‘ looks better from outside than in’ . The list also gives details 
of the alcohol consumption which was given as one barrel, 36 gallons (163 litres) and half a barrel, 18 
gallons (82 litres) of bitter a week. In addition 1 gallon (4.5 litres) of spirits were consumed each 
month. 

In 1934 the owners of the inn are given as J. W. Green Ltd (Luton) and on 7th June 1935 the licence 
was transferred to John Alfred Tolworthy who only renewed the licence once, in 1936, before 
transferring it to Frederick Thomas Lawson on 2nd April. On 11th April 1940 the licence was taken over 
by Christopher Bertram Odell. It is possible that Christopher Odell lived in the village before moving to 
the Knife and Cleaver as the Odells had lived in the village since at least 1891 but the family was and is 
a large one with members all over Bedfordshire. Christopher and Rose Odell lived there until 1963. In 
1954 Flowers Brewers Ltd (Luton) took over the ownership of the inn and the licence was renewed 
until 1959 then there seems to be a gap of  4 years with no renewals until Bedford Fine Wines Ltd are 
listed as the owners with John Brian Chadwick as the licensee. The inn still seems to have been owned 
by Flowers in 1961 as the photograph on the next page, taken in 1961, shows. The next licence renewal 
was on 1st February 1968 followed by an approved application for alteration to the ground and first 
floors issued on 5th December 1968. 

John Chadwick seems to have remained as the licensee until 1989 and during the 20 years he was at the 
inn there were a further 4 approved applications for structural alterations to the inn. These included an 
extension to the restaurant in 1982 and the relocation of the counter service area forming a wine display 
in 1984. On 7th December 1989 the licence was transferred to David John Loom and Pauline June 
Loom. The last record found at BLARS was the renewal of the licence by David and Pauline on 2nd 
February 1995. 

The two photographs shown on the next page show the changes to the inn over the last 47 years with 
the first taken in 1961 and the second taken this December. Three major changes include the addition 
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of the alcove to the bar area which is shown as the white coloured extension at the front of the building 
and the removal of the very large tree to the left of the building. Another change is the removal of the 
door on the far left but this can still be seen by the different coloured brick in the area on the modern 
image. One final change is the removal of the large chimney at the right-hand end of the building. This 
area is now the Private Dining Area but it seems that it may have been a boiler house in 1961. The door 
into this area from the front of the building has now gone and has been replaced by a window and 
where the tall chimney was there is now a door into a covered area. In addition to this there have been 
major changes to the back of the building on the right-hand side extending the restaurant and creating a 
large dining area in a conservatory. 

Thus the inn has had a life of at least 186 years and has seen a number of owners and tenants and a 
number of uses not just as an inn but also as a blacksmiths and a farm house and even the site for an 
auction. 
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