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On 27th January LPS held the first of its annual Psychic evenings. These events give the members a 
chance to test their own psychic abilities and a have a bit of fun at the same time. The numbers at the 
event are kept low, normally with a maximum of 10, so as not to have too many people standing around 
if we do group experiments where we can’t all take part at the same time due to table size and number 
of chairs etc. For  this event 10 people were due to attend but two had to cry off at the last minute due 
to family members having to go to hospital (we wish them a speedy recovery). 

The evening started, as all such sociable events do, with tea and coffee all round, pleasant chats about 
anything (except football) and reassurances to Oz including descriptions of the planned experiments as 
this was his first time at an LPS Psychic Evening. 

At 8:30pm the experiments started, commencing with psychometry. When everyone arrived, at Bill and 
Steph’s house where the event was being held, they placed a personal object in a box in the kitchen so 
that it was unseen by everyone else and without seeing what other things were in the box. These objects 
were something that was personally significant to them, or to someone close to them, and preferably 
something that had been regularly worn or handled so as to imprint the person on the object. These 
objects then formed the core of the first experiment. Clipboards paper and pencils were given to each 
member taking part then each member was given one of the objects and they then spent a couple of 
minutes handling the object and noting down any mental images, thoughts or feelings that they had, 
including who they thought owned the object. The object was then passed to the person on their left and 
the analysis process repeated on the new object. At some time each member received their own object 
but, so as not to give away who it belonged to, they pretended to analyse it and write down notes. After 
everyone had handled each object Bill started the next part of the process by describing what he had 
picked up for the object he was still in holding. After that each member in turn described what they had 
picked up for the same object (including the person who had brought it, again so as not to give away 
who it was). Once this was done the person who had brought the object owned up to the fact and said if 
anything that had been picked up by the other attendees was accurate or not. Past experience with this 
experiment has shown, and tonight was no exception, that occasional things sensed were accurate but 
generally we have little success with this experiment. The most notable was when Elaine and Steph 
both came up with the name Beth and Bill envisioned a boat on water (he said a lake) and a woman 
dressed in white waving to the boat from the shore. The object had been brought by Sam and she said 
that it had belonged to a family member who had died and was cremated with her ashes being scattered 
at sea and that her middle name was Elizabeth.  

For the second experiment we all retired to the dining room and all of the members, except Bill, sat 
around the dining table to try automatic writing. This session started with all the seated members lightly 
resting their pencils on their pieces of paper in front of them so that their elbows were on the table but 
not their wrists. Everyone seated closed their eyes then, following Bill’s instructions, either 
concentrated on their breathing or the ticking of the clock on the wall to the exclusion of all else. This 
was so as to relax them and preferably put them into an altered state of consciousness. The object of 
this was to make it so that they did not concentrate on their hands so that any large hand movement 
would be due to their subconscious mind (the Ideomotor effect). After about 5 minutes Bill could see 
that the hands of several people were moving. Unfortunately Sam developed a coughing fit which 
stopped the proceedings when she was forced to leave the room reporting as she went that the session 
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had made her feel very emotional as if she wanted to cry. At this point Steph reported that she had 
found the experience fascinating and had felt as if her hand had wanted to move by itself. Dee reported 
that she felt ‘spaced out’ which implied that she had entered into an altered state of 
consciousness as many people who are hypnotised or who meditate report the same 
effect.  For this first session the most notable drawing was from Sarah who had drawn a 
very clear one centimetre high capital F as shown on the right. When Sam returned to 
the room the team tried to settle down and try again but some people found it difficult, 
as if the previous moment had gone and couldn’t be recovered. At the end of the 
second session Dee still reported feeling out of it and this was reflected in her drawing 
which is shown below left. Her pencil had travelled over a large part of the A5 sheet of paper but the 
most significant part was at the start of the session which is reproduced below right and clearly shows 
what everybody believes is the name William (despite the ‘a’ not being closed). 

For the next experiment the team tried some work with pendulums. Half of the members had not used 
pendulums before and did not possess one but Bill and Steph had three spare pendulums that they were 
able to use. Bill, Steph, Elaine and Marion have their own pendulums 
which could not be shared as pendulums are a personal item which you 
imprint so they work for you. For this session a training sheet was used 
as shown on the right. At the start of the session each person taking 
part held their pendulum in there hand so that it hung over the cross at 
the centre of the chart. Then, in their minds, they asked the pendulum 
to show them its response for ‘Yes’. What you want is a back and forth 
swing but for some people this came out as left to right and even a 
circular motion. Once a response was established people asked their 
pendulums to show them its response for ‘No’. After this a few 
personal questions were asked that most of the participants did not 
know the answer to so as to see what the responses of the pendulums 
were. After several questions the responses seemed to be coming out about 50% right and 50% wrong, 
what you would expect if you just guessed, so not significant from a psychic ability point of view. 

The fourth experiment was one we had tried before which had turned out to be highly entertaining and 
well worth repeating. This is the Willing Game, a Victorian invention which involved individual 
members trying to read the minds of the other members. For this game one member left the room so 
they could not hear or see what was going on whilst another member randomly chose a piece of paper 
from a bag. This piece of paper was one out of 26 on which was written the name of an object in the 
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living room of the house where the event took place. After all members in the room were made aware 
of the target object the absent member was recalled and all those with the knowledge of the object tried 
to send the object to the ‘guessers’ mind. Each member took it in turn as the ‘guesser’ with two 
complete runs through so everyone had two separate goes. Bill set up the slips of paper so he knew all 
of the objects but was still made to take part with the other members selecting objects from the room 
for him to guess. Some very notable results were obtained with Marion selecting a pottery Golem 
whilst the actual object was a large mineral obelisk standing right next to it and Elaine selecting a vase 
whilst the object was a resin Gryphon just in front of it (for her second round go she guessed the DVD 
player whilst the actual object was a Nemesis Now resin skeletal bride and groom which was next to 
the DVD player). Sarah actually looked at her object (Bill’s walking stick from his and Steph’s 
wedding) but instead she chose something about a metre away which was a shame as her object was the 
walking stick. Discussion took place about whether or not you should go with your first impression or 
think about it first before responding and it was generally agreed that the first impression was the best 
as it was chosen by the subconscious mind and not the conscious, rational mind. Because of this when 
Bill had his turn he chose an object on the window sill but this was wrong and three metres from the 
actual object. He had chosen the object because an earlier discussion was about old objects and his 
choice was a Roman oil lamp over 1500 years old which had come to his mind whilst he was outside 
the room. When Dee asked him what object he would have chosen had he not followed his instincts he 
said a pack of Fox’s Cream Crunch biscuits on the coffin table. It was a pity he had not chosen this as 
the actual object was a plate of Jaffa Cakes only a centimetre away from the biscuits (these had also 
come up in an earlier conversation when he had said that he hates them and anything else like cakes or 
biscuits with orange flavouring [but not sweets, oranges or juice], hence the teams choice of object for 
him). The greatest success came from Dee and Sam. For Dee’s go the team had picked Candle which 
meant there was a good chance of her getting it right as there were 23 in the room. Because of this Oz 
pointed to a purple candle to the left of the fireplace and we all agreed to concentrate on that one. When 
Dee came in her guess was…the same candle that Oz had selected. With Sam there were actually 3 
choices as her object was Star and there was a wooden one hanging down in front of the mirror over the 
fire, three decorative ones hanging down from the centre of the curtain rail and three pentacles on a 
cushion on the back of one of the settees. When Sam returned to the room she stared at the star in front 
of the mirror then looked towards the window and chose the stars hanging from the curtain rail, it was 
as if stars were always in her mind. 

The final experiment of the night saw a return to the dining room 
table to use the planchette. This is a wheeled wooden oval with a 
pen mounted near one edge of the oval; the whole is placed on a 
sheet of paper so that any movement of the planchette will be 
recorded as an ink trace on the paper. Dee, Sam and Marion acted as 
operators by each placing a finger gently on the wooden platform 
and asking any spirits present to move it. Within a couple of minutes 
the base started to move and it slowly described a path on the paper 
as shown in the image on the right. This path was created by the 
planchette appearing to simply rotate about a point then it stopped 
before starting to rotate again but this time around a different point. 
By the end of the trace the wheels had gone off the paper so it was 
moved back and the questions asked again. Once more the 
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planchette moved, this time straight away, and again in a series of circular motions as shown above. 
Nothing could be interpreted from these plots but they are notable as the previous use of the planchette 
had only resulted in a small path being created. 

After the planchette session it was 11:45pm so it was decided to end the evening. All told it was an 
enjoyable evening with some notable results and we look forward to the next one in February. 


