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General Investigation Method 
On the LPS website Events page a list of our forthcoming investigations etc. will be given. If you wish 

to attend any of these events then you must inform the President preferably 7 days before the event but 

certainly no later than 24 hours before the event is scheduled to start. Some events may not be posted 

until close to the event date in which case it is permissible to inform the President closer to the event 

but no later than the preceding day. Normally a maximum of twelve people will be allowed to attend an 

investigation and attendance places will be allocated in the order in which the request emails are 

received. Any person who turns up at an event without informing the President of their intention 

beforehand may not be allowed to take part in the event. This is especially true of events where only a 

limited attendance is allowed. A link is provided on each Events page to enable you to email the 

President. 

On the Events page a start time for the event will be posted. This time must be strictly adhered to. If 

you arrive at the site after the start time you will either not be allowed to take part in the event or you 

will have to wait outside the investigation area until the first part of the investigation is over (especially 

if a vigil is being undertaken). Whether or not you are then allowed to take part will be at the discretion 

of the Investigation Co-ordinator. Many events involve the investigation of more than one site and may 

therefore have more than one meeting area. At these multiple events members who cannot get to the 

first meeting point by the start of the event will be allowed to join the investigation at a later site as 

long as they are there when the rest of the team arrive at the meeting point. 

It is not the responsibility of the LPS management team to provide transport for members who, 

therefore, must make their own way to the meeting points. Members are not allowed onto the site 

without authorisation from the Investigation Co-ordinator, if any member arrives early they should not 

enter the investigation site as this could ruin the investigation for others due to contamination of the 

site. For each event a map is given on the Events page which shows the meeting points for the event. 

These are the areas where members should park so as to avoid contaminating the investigation sites. 

Also included on the Events page are ground level views of the meeting points to better clarify where 

members should meet. 

At the start of an LPS investigation all LPS members will be divided into teams. Members may request 

to work together on the same team and wherever possible this will be allowed. Each team will have a 

Team Leader who is responsible for that team during the investigation. The division into teams will be 

undertaken by the Investigation Co-ordinator unless members raise specific objections to the 

composition of the team. Any objections should be raised in private with the Investigation Co-

ordinator. 

An investigation may be divided into a series of vigils which is especially true of indoor, all night 

investigations. Team Leaders will agree, before the investigation starts, as to the number and location 

of each vigil as well as the duration. The Investigation Co-ordinator will be in overall control of an 

investigation and will inform all team members of the arrangements, vigil locations and duration etc., 

for the investigation. Vigils will start at a specified time and all members must be in place by this start 

time. Between vigils there will be a break of 10 to 15 minutes before the next vigil starts. On indoor 

investigations a room will be set aside as a Control Room for use by the teams between vigils. This 

room is the base of operations and is the only room in which the consumption of food and drink is 
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allowed. Smoking is not permitted on site, including outdoor events in the area where the investigation 

is taking place. For outdoor investigations a location off-site will be assigned as the general meeting 

area. In this area the consumption of food, drink and smoking will be permitted. Anyone who is not in 

place with their team at the allotted start time must remain in the Control Room or outdoor meeting 

area for the duration of the vigil.  

During the rest period between vigils members should avoid wandering around the site as experiments 

may have been left at some locations which could be easily disturbed and the results would become 

invalid. Prior to the start of an investigation Team Leaders will agree on the experiments that will be 

performed by the teams. If you have any particular experiment that you would like to try then please let 

any Team Leader know at the start of the event. The location of any experiment, video camera etc. 

which will be left in place during more than one vigil must be relayed to the Investigation Co-ordinator 

so that all teams can be made aware. 

All team members are required to keep notes during an investigation, especially during vigils. This can 

either be done using pen and paper or a sound recorder as long as the notes are spoken in a low voice so 

as not to disturb other team members especially during silent vigils. Even trivial things, like suddenly 

feeling cold, may have relevance so the information should be noted. All records should also include 

the time at which the event occurred. Because of this all members should carry a timepiece and the time 

should be set accurately before the event starts (this includes the time on digital recorders, cameras etc). 

It is also worth noting odd things like a dog barking as other team members may hear the sound 

differently (like something talking) and one set of notes could help clarify another set. For outdoor 

walking events writing notes at the time may not be practical but anything relevant should be written 

down at the earliest opportunity. 

Vigils will normally last from between thirty minutes and one hour, the length varying according to 

circumstances and the location of the investigation. The Investigation Coordinator will inform team 

members of the length of the vigils and will communicate the start and end of the vigil with the leaders 

of each team by walkie-talkie. At the start of the session ten minutes will be allowed for team members 

to take photographs. After ten minutes you should only take a photograph using a flash if you feel there 

is something relevant to photograph. Under no circumstance should you leave the location of the vigil 

until the vigil is officially over but you may remain longer if you have found something interesting but 

you must inform your Team Leader who will inform the Investigation Coordinator as soon as the end 

of the vigil has been announced. This also applies to people in the Control Room or the off-site meeting 

area who should not leave the room/area during the vigil period. On indoor investigations, with limited 

areas to investigate, all teams will normally spend at least one session in the Control Room. Talking is 

permitted in the Control Room and outdoor meeting area during vigils but it should be done quietly. 

For outdoor walking events the team structure may still be used but the proceedings may be more 

informal. Quiet talking is permitted on such events, as long as it is relevant to the investigation, but 

remember that at some haunted sites the paranormal event is a sound (horse’s hooves etc.). On outdoor 

walking events there is usually no restriction on the use of flash photography. Outdoor events, 

especially those involving vigils, should follow the same guidelines as for an indoor event as given 

above including restrictions on eating, drinking and smoking. This includes when walking down a road 

which forms part of the investigation, if in doubt ask the Investigation Coordinator first. 

As some walks may be along narrow country lanes with no footpath it is recommended to wear 

reflective clothing during the walk so as to make you more visible to passing motorists. Large reflective 

vests are not recommended as it causes problems with flash photography so we would suggest using 

reflective armbands, a limited number of which can be provided by LPS for the investigation. On off-
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road sites the wearing of reflective clothing is not permitted and anyone wearing such clothing at the 

start of a vigil will be asked to remove it and if this is not possible they will be asked to leave the site. 

SPI:RIT 
To facilitate a quick response to any request for help LPS have created SPI:RIT (Specialist Paranormal 

Investigators : Research & Investigations Team). The purpose of this team is to investigate and assist 

any member of the public who feels that they have a problem with any paranormal phenomena that is 

occurring at their home, place of work etc. The team is available 24 hours of the day, 365 days of the 

year and consists of experienced investigators who will help in any way they can. It should be noted 

that we do not turn up with bell, book and candle to do exorcisms as this should be left to the religious 

expert appropriate to the site owner’s faith. We will investigate a site and tell the owner whether or not 

we believe there is something there that can not be explained by normal science and advice them on 

their options.  

Any trained member of LPS can become a SPI:RIT member but there are several criteria that must first 

be met. One of the most important of these is a belief in what you are doing and the adequate 

knowledge to allow you to properly investigate a site. If you feel you are not adequately trained then 

we will assist you to remedy that shortcoming. You must make yourself available at short notice and at 

any time. The club can only provide a limited range of equipment so you will be expected to bring 

along equipment of your own. These are professional investigations and you need to be committed to 

the team and the investigation. Members wishing to investigate will be monitored for their input and 

professionalism and this will be reflected in whether or not they are asked to participate in further 

investigations.  

Reports 
At the end of an investigation all members should write up their notes and submit them to their Team 

Leader or to the Investigation Co-ordinator within 7 days of the investigation (if the investigation was 

on a Friday then reports must be in by 12 noon on the Saturday of the week after the event). During the 

investigation the person to whom the reports should be sent to will be specified by the Investigation 

Co-ordinator. All reports, unless otherwise specified, must be written as third person (John, he, she, 

him, her) and not first person (I, me). The information can either be typed straight into an email or sent 

as a text file or Word document attachment to an email (please send as a .doc file and not a .docx [use 

Save As and Word 97 - 2003 Document]). If the report is not received in the correct format you will be 

asked to resubmit it (which still has to be within the standard 7 days from the investigation). Failure to 

provide the report within seven days will mean that the member will not be allowed to attend a future 

investigation which will be determined by the President. The Team Leaders will then collate all of the 

data from the investigation and write up separate team reports which would normally be completed 

within two weeks of the investigation and forwarded to the Investigation Co-ordinator. These reports 

will form part of the investigation notes which go on the website, into the newsletter or are given to the 

site owner. If any images/diagrams are included in the report then you should send the original, full-

size, version to your Team Leader or the Investigation Co-ordinator as appropriate. 

If any interesting photographs, video recordings or sound recordings are found by anyone present then 

they should be sent to the Investigation Coordinator. These photographs and recordings will be 

analysed and may go on the website unless specified that they shouldn’t. Photographs can be sent 

through the website from our photo album page (www.lutonparanormal.com/photos.html) and these 

will be added to the gallery if it is felt that they are suitable. For most events a website photo gallery 

will be created in which investigation and background photographs will be placed. 
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Any SPI:RIT member is expected to keep complete notes during the investigation and to write a 

complete report. All reports should contain the time of events, recorded results (temperature etc.) and 

any feelings that the SPI:RIT member has at the time. All reports must be typed up and submitted 

within 5 days unless otherwise specified at the investigation (depending on the degree of urgency in 

resolving the case). All other aspects of the ‘LPS Investigation Method’ and ‘Terms and Conditions of 

Membership’ will be strictly adhered to at all times.  

Investigation of Private or Business Sites 
If we are called in to investigate a private or business site then we will start by interviewing the 

concerned parties to find out the background and what has been happening at the site. Notes taken at 

this initial meeting will form part of the report that we provide to the people who call us in. We will 

also discuss how we undertake the investigation and check whether there is anything they do not want 

us to do (e.g. Ouija board). We will then arrange for a date to do the investigation which would 

normally be 3 to 4 weeks after the initial interview. This intervening time will be spent by us in fully 

researching the site, it's history and previous occupiers of the site, name information is useful if any of 

the team investigating the site come up with any names as we can then check if the name belonged to a 

former occupant. All of this information will again form part of the final report.  

Prior to the investigation we will also meet as a group to decide on how the investigation should be 

done, teams, rooms to investigate and the equipment to be used. On the night we will record everything 

and keep extensive notes. After the investigation all of the recorded information will be 

watched/listened to and anything interesting extracted. If there is any interesting footage, still images or 

sound recordings then they will form part of a DVD we will produce of the investigation. Each member 

will report on their findings and this data will also form part of the final report. This comprehensive 

report and any DVD will be given to the site owner/occupier/agent as a record of the investigation 

when we meet with them for a follow-up to let them know what we found. 

Private or Business Site - Policy 
We do not charge for an investigation of a private or business site or for the reports/DVD that we 

produce but we do ask the person who calls us in to pay a refundable deposit. Unfortunately due to 

some owners of private premises not fulfilling their part of an investigation agreement with LPS we 

have had to implement this policy to cover the cost of petrol and charges which are sometimes made by 

others for us to use data (charges for photocopies etc., as well as online charges for accessing some 

research websites). In addition we spend 50 to 100 hours doing the research before the investigation.  

These late cancellations have forced us to change our policy so we now ask for a £30 deposit which 

will be returned on the night of the investigation if the investigation goes ahead. After the initial 

meeting we will not start our research for 7 days during which time the site owner/occupier/agent can 

contact us to cancel the investigation and we will return their deposit. After 7 days we will start our 

research whereupon the money will only be refundable when the investigation is done. If the site 

owner/occupier/agent has to cancel after 7 days, and before the day of the investigation, then the 

deposit will still be refundable if a new investigation date is arranged, this new date must be within 4 

weeks of the original investigation date. This deposit will be waived for registered charities and at our 

discretion. 

LPS has created a document which details an equitable agreement between the owner/occupier/agent of 

a site and LPS which must be signed by both parties before any research of the site is done and before 

an investigation can take place. 


