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It is thought that the 23 cottages that used to stand in Manchester Place were built to accommodate the 

workers from the Stuart and Sons hat factory which stood where Cubes night club now stands. The hat 

factory was built when Stuart and Sons relocated from Manchester providing Manchester Place with its 

name. Prior to being called Manchester Place the cottages were part of High Street North as found in 

the 1861 Census data for Dunstable. When the factory closed in 1920 the building was used as 

temporary residential accommodation when it was called The Manor House. This led to some 

confusion as the real Dunstable Manor House stood a few metres further north along High Street North 

on the site of the Old Post Office (later the unemployment office). The residential accommodation 

closed in 1933 as it had become unfit for habitation with the site later being used as the Union Bingo 

Club. The site was also used as a cinema with Dunstable being notable for having two cinemas next 

door to each other.  

There seems to be slight confusion over the origins of the cottages as it is also said that they were built 

as Victorian Artisan cottages and as accommodation for employees at Coopers Hat Factory. The site 

was originally owned by Burr’s Brewery and included the Bingo Hall area in High Street North. Burr’s 

Brewery occupied the site in the 18
th

 and early 19
th

 centuries and was run by Thomas Burr until he died 

in 1835. The factory was taken over by Edward Burr who ran it until he retired in1843 whereupon it 

was closed and eventually sold off in 1844. Cooper’s Hat Factory took over from Burr’s in 1847 after 

John, James and George Cooper moved from Manchester. This contradicts the first paragraph above 

which stated that it was Stuart and Sons who moved from Manchester not Cooper’s. Eventually 

Cooper’s employed 300 workers and are said to have built the cottages at the back of the factory. The 

J., J. and G. Cooper Hat and Bonnet Factory was still in production in 1877 but had closed by 1885. In 

1937 The Union cinema was built on the site by Union Cinemas Ltd. who were taken over the same 

year by Associated British Cinemas (later named ABC). In 1969 Bingo was tried at the cinema and 

became so successful that the cinema part was closed four years later. Later still the Bingo hall was 

closed and re-opened as Cubes night club. 

The cottages were demolished in two phases, the first removed numbers 1 to 8 which stood where the 

Sorting Office car park now stands. These cottages were demolished by 1939 as recorded in an 

addendum to the 1925 rating analysis dated 28
th

 March 1939. The second demolition phase removed 

numbers 9 to 23 and was done in 1959 to make way for the Pioneer Boys Club and the Dunstable 

Young Peoples Club which were built in 1961 and were funded by a Mayoral appeal. Numbers 1 to 8 

did see some changes over the years as number 7 seemed to come and go and number 1, a large house, 

became a shop for a while. 

The cottages which stood where the Pioneer and Dunstable Young Peoples Centre now stand were 

numbers 9 to 23 Manchester Place. This was a row of small terraced two bedroom cottages apart from 

number 9 (the one closest to High Street North) which was only one bedroom. The wall which today 

stands across the road from the buildings appears on the old maps and is likely to be the original wall 

(this can be seen on the map on the next page just above and left of the ‘Manchester Place’ label). This 

is the only remaining part of the original road. 

The image on the following page shows a map of the area dated 1879 (before the central block of 

houses was demolished. 

 

SITE HISTORY REPORT 

Site Location Manchester Place 

Report Date 11
th

 April 2008 

Report By Bill King 

 



SITE HISTORY REPORT 

Investigation Site Manchester Place 

Investigation Date 11th April 2008 

 

 

Manchester Place Site History Report.doc 2 of 2 13/12/2010  19:33 

 

 

1 

2 
3 

4 
5 6 

7 
8 

9 

23 


