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St Mary’s 

General 
Sky was overcast but slowly clearing until completely clear by 23:00. It was a mild night with a slight 
breeze coming from the west-northwest. There was a moderate amount of traffic noise coming from the 
main road through the town to the south (Broadway) and a slight amount of noise coming from the road 
to the west-northwest (Church Street). There were also the sounds of human voices coming from the 
south. The church itself is well lit with several sodium lights to the southeast, northeast and northwest 
corners of the church as well as just south of the south porch. 

Vigil 1: Bench to the Southeast – 21:20 to 22:00 
For this vigil Bill and Richard sat on a bench at the edge of the churchyard (dedicated to Clare Louise). 

21:38 Person walks along the path in front of us, in front of Richard’s camcorder, from left to right. 

21:44 At this time Richard sensed a very slight (thin) shadow move from several feet from the left of 
the church doorway towards it. This was quite quick, so it may have possibly been something 
moving nearby. 

21:46 Exactly the same thing happened again, another person walked across us going in exactly the 
same direction as that reported at 21:38. 

21:49 Bill sees a large shadow go across a grave to the east of the southeast corner of the church, 
north-northeast of the vigil site. There was no visible source for the shadow. 

 It should be noted that all of the graves in the churchyard face in an unusual direction. Normally 
graves are dug so that the gravestone (and the occupant’s head) is to the west and the occupant’s 
feet to the east so that the body faces the rising sun and the resurrection but at St Mary’s they 
face north by east. Facing east is not a hard and fast rule but it is certainly the case in the vast 
majority of churchyards making St Mary’s unusual in this respect. 

21:52 Richard felt a cold shiver down his left-hand side, around his shoulder. At that time he’d had a 
spot of pain for a few minutes, which wasn’ t present before the vigil began. 

21:56 Bill and Richard have a discussion over the significance of the way the graves were facing, in a 
north-south direction. 

21:57 Bill measures the temperature at +9.5ºC. 

Vigil 2: North of Church – 22:15 to 23:00 
Richard set up a video camera at the west end of the north aisle of the church and facing northeast. 

22:21 Bill hears a sound like a drawn out cough which seemed to come from inside the church to the 
southwest by south. Richard reported that he heard it as well, when Bill asked him, though he 
said it sounded more like an errrrm to him. He said that it seemed to be coming from a position 
half way between where they were sitting and his camcorder. This meant that they both placed 
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the sound as coming through the second window down from the west end of the north aisle. 
Richard thought it may have come from someone inside the church but neither of them had seen 
any lights, not even torchlight, from inside the church since they had arrived on the site. 

22:23 Richard reports that a slight / silent cough or whine was heard in front of him, slightly to the 
right-hand side. It seemed like the noise came from in, near or around the church window or 
wall we were sitting in front of. 

 After this we noticed that there was a boiler room of some kind with water pipes, which could 
have potentially caused the whine/cough we thought we had heard. 

22:27 Bill measures the temperature at +8.5 to +9ºC. 

22:33 Bill hears a sound like a twang from behind him (to the south), possibly like running water in a 
pipe. On the church wall to the south there is a small cupboard with an iron pipe leading from it 
across the wall into another extension just to the west. 

22:39 A light was seen on top of Richard’s camcorder’s position, near the roadway, on further 
investigation this turned out to be a reflection off a sign much further behind it. 



INVESTIGATION REPORT – Team 3 

Investigation Site Amersham Old Town, St Mary and Parsonage Wood 

Investigation Date 22nd May 2009 

 

 

Amersham Report Team 3.doc 3 of 4 22/06/2009  17:44 

22:42 Bill hears another twang which seemed to come from a vent in the east wall of the extension. 
He reports that this sound was definitely not the sound (like a cough) he heard at 22:21. 

22:46 A ‘chuckling’  noise was heard from people to Richard’s left (from the houses nearby). 

22:47 Bill measures the temperature at +7 to +7.5ºC. 

22:59 A small clicking sound was heard by Richard from behind him. 

Rectory Hill 
It was planned that the teams would walk up haunted Rectory Hill to get to the next investigation site, 
Parsonage Wood. The road itself is a steep one with several blind bends and fast moving traffic which 
would have made it very dangerous to walk up. Because of this it was decided to walk up the footpath 
that parallels the road (starting at the end of Rectory Way, 120 metres to the east of the bottom of 
Rectory Hill). This path could still have been a valid site as it was still part of Rectory Hill and the 
exact location of the haunting is not specified. 

Parsonage Wood 

Vigil 1: Centre of Wood – 23:45 to 00:30 
For this vigil Team 3 sat on a path heading southeast just down from a meeting point of several paths in 
the middle of the wood. A tree just to the west of the site had a small wooden painted flower at its base, 
almost like an offering. 

Bill sets up a video camera to record along the path to the southeast. 

This was quite a noisy area with the road (Rectory Hill) passing nearby to the west and sounds from the 
tube line to the north (a squeal of metal on metal). In addition there were a lot of animal noises 
including at least one bat.  

23:57 Bill measures the 
temperature at +8.5ºC. 

According to Richard, up to 
00:05 that there was nothing 
much to report, but his digital 
camera picked up a huge orb 
towards a tree to the right of 
our seated position as shown in 
the image on the right. 

00:18 Bill sees a bright 
triangular patch of light 
to the northeast by east 
and about 4 metres 
away followed by a 
glimpse of something 
moving through the air 
from the same region to 
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a point about 4 metres away 
to the southeast where he 
lost it. Nothing was visible 
in torch light. 

 Richard reports that at this 
time he saw two flashes of 
light (spots) going across at 
our wood position from left 
to right - dimming, then 
reappearing regularly, and 
rather difficult to focus on at 
any time. 

00:20 Bill measures temperature at 
+8.5 to +9ºC. 

00:22 At this point Richard’s left 
foot felt much colder than 
his right foot. Bill checks to 
make sure this is the case, 
and it shows 11ºC, and only 
9ºC on the ground, and no 
difference between either 
foot. 

00:23 Bill sees an odd, faint, dot 
of light to the south like a 
pale orb drifting downwards 
from right to left at an angle 
of about 20º. This was 
followed by another that followed a curved path as shown in the drawing on the right. If the 
‘orb’  had been about a metre away then it would have been about one centimetre across. 

Bill reports that he keeps hearing what he thinks is an animal noise which sounds a bit like a child’s 
squeaky hammer. It was coming mainly from the east but could sometimes be heard to the east-
northeast and south-southwest. 

Post Vigil 
When the end of the vigil was announced Bill asked the teams if they wanted to do any more vigils and 
Team 1 reported that Elaine wanted to get out of the woods as she felt that she needed to. As Bill and 
Richard were packing up they were talking about how Elaine had felt and both said that they felt fine in 
the woods. Just then Bill started getting major cold shivers though he doesn’ t believe they were caused 
by the discussion. The part of the woods they were in was very dark with lots of trees and undergrowth 
which to some people would make them feel claustrophobic but neither Bill nor Richard felt that way. 

 


