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Swanbourne 

General 

When the team first arrived at Swanbourne there was a fine rain coming from low clouds. This stopped 

after about thirty minutes. From then on the night was an overcast but dry one with a few breaks in the 

cloud. There was a fresh and variable breeze generally coming from the southwest. As the evening 

progressed the sky cleared considerably only to cloud over again later. The area was a dark one due to 

the sites isolation from any local habitation. 

Pre-Vigil 

When the team had gathered at the meeting point, just off the road by the Mursley Road bridge, we 

made our way down to the disused railway line using one of the shallower access paths which came out 

by the northeast end of the tracks. From there we walked to the bridge and spent a little time around the 

area of the bridge exploring and taking photographs. 

21:26 As the team are looking around under the bridge; Steph hears a buzzing sound and cannot 

determine where it is coming from or see anything nearby that could be making the noise. 

21:29 While taking photos under the bridge, Dee was very surprised to find that her camera battery 

was suddenly showing only one bar (almost flat). The camera had been fully charged and she 

had not been using it before the investigation. Out of curiosity Sarah also checked her camera, 

and found that her battery had also drained, and it had been on charge earlier for over 4 hours, 

this was followed shortly by Bill’s showing that it was down by a notch. The coincidence is not 

easy to explain away, as there were three different pieces of apparatus involved. (Note from 

Bill: In fact my battery had gone almost completely flat after just a few photographs. The 

battery was in a new one and it had indicated that it was fully charged when plugged into the 

charger but it seems that the battery does not interact with the charger correctly as it still shows 

fully charged when empty so it is possible there was very little charge in the battery). 

21:30 Nathan had made his way down the track embankment onto the track and had then headed 

underneath the bridge to look at the surroundings. He noticed that his digital camera was not 

responding and therefore could not be used at all (charge had been applied to it prior to arriving 

at the site but probably not enough to sustain its use further that evening). 

21:39 Still standing under the bridge, Steph hears a man’s voice coming from the south-southwest. 

She described it as a low cry but it seemed to be a few metres away rather than in the distance. 

21:45 Nathan notes that part of the group moved further along through the bridge to look at the area 

towards the platform. Nathan stayed under the bridge and noted that the structure looked fairly 

sturdy for its age and decline. Dense undergrowth more or less all over the track. The 

occasional vehicle passed overhead on the bridge which gave typical audio for this. A small 

area of fencing stands at one side of the bridge and looked early to Nathan. 

After a while the group divided into three teams. Team 1 consisted of Andy F who wanted to undertake 

a vigil at the northeast end of the tracks. Team 2 consisted of Steph, Bill and Nathan who had chosen to 
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go for a walk along the track. Team 3 consisted of Dee, Sarah and Richard who chose to stay and do a 

vigil near the bridge on the southwest side. 

Although we had all agreed not to divide into traditional teams for this investigation, when Dee said 

she was going to head under the bridge a little way towards the old station, Richard and Sarah said that 

they would join her. Dee’s reason for wanting to head in this chosen direction had nothing to do with 

‘perception’, but logic: she figured that the station is where the most activity would have occurred in 

life, so it followed that there might be an increased chance of some kind of residual energy in that 

direction. 

Team 1 Investigation - Vigil 

Andy is located at the end of the railway track and doing a vigil facing the bridge in the distance. He 

placed an EMF meter on the track itself and placed his DVD camera to film the EMF meter. For 

Andy’s location see the plan on the next page. 

22:00 Andy hears a banging sound from the other side of the bridge that is also picked up on the DVD 

camera and on audio.  

22:12 Andy observes lighting flash across the sky that is followed by a plane. Andy begins an EVP 

experiment. 

22:14 Andy observes a second flash. 

22:15 Andy observes a third flash across the sky over the area where Steph’s Team are investigating. 

22:28 Andy thinks he has observed a blue light underneath the bridge itself but cannot be sure. 

Post-Vigil 

Andy’s EMF meter is observed falling over during the vigil but this was down to the wind. 

Team 2 Investigation - Walk 

For the walk Team 2 started at the bridge and walked just over one kilometre along the track bed 

heading northeast. For the route the team followed see the plan at the top of the next page. 

21:50 The team start the walk from the Mursley Road bridge. 

21:52 The team stop to consult with Andy F before continuing along the track. 

21:54 Steph gets an impression in her mind of the other team doing their vigil under the bridge. She 

sees Dee sitting in her chair with a figure standing to her left. Steph feels it is a man. 

21:55 Nathan, Bill and Stephanie have now been walking up the track towards the light coloured 

horizon seen in the distance. Very little noise is heard apart from the occasional bird in the trees 

to each side of the track. 

22:00 Nathan notes that at this point the track has become more steep with its banks at the sides and 

there are trees that have become more dense. The incline of the walk became more noticeable 

from this stage onwards. An orange glow can be scene on the horizon which is the far distance 

of the track heading towards Bletchley. 

22:04 Bill sees a red light on a tree about forty metres away on the right of the track bed. 
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As Steph is walking up the railway track she hears a voice from her right say “hello” or more 

like “‘ello”. Steph notes that it sounded like a quiet woman’s voice with a London accent. 

22:06 Bill sees a flash of white light along the track bed. 

22:07 A bright flash of white light is seen by Bill in the bushes on his left and about fifteen metres 

away towards the northeast. 

22:13 Bill suddenly gets a sore throat which was just in one place, high up at the back of his throat and 

on his left. It came on extremely quickly. 

22:15 The team reach an aqueduct over the cutting. 

 Nathan noted that further up the track we came to a point where there was an overhead narrow 

construction which later we decided it to be a mini aqueduct of sorts. The water sound was quite 

evident due to the very quiet surroundings of the track area and being some distance away from 

the roads. The occasional drips and leaks from the aqueduct hit the track around us. 

 Still mild and dry conditions at this stage, cloud cover could be seen. 

22:20 Bill realises that his sore throat has gone away. 

 Stephanie notices what appears to be oval dark brown objects randomly scattered on the ground 

in the area near to the aqueduct. The consistency is very soft and like melted chocolate. 

 They are like moulds or could be from animals. 
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22:35 On the return journey down the track Nathan suddenly felt as if he had walked into a warm 

pocket of air at one particular stage. This was when he was in the middle of the track and there 

was equal tree and bush cover either side of him and nothing any more different than other 

sections of the walk. Up until this point there were the same weather conditions and no real 

reason for him to feel a lot warmer instantly as he did. 

23:39 Whilst walking along the track bed Bill felt something brush against his right hand (on the 

second knuckle of his forefinger). He stopped and investigated the path but there was nothing 

there that could have caused it as objects that were tall enough to reach his hand were too far 

away off the path. The nearest objects were grass stems but they were too delicate to have 

produced the effect Bill had felt as the impact had been quite strong. At the time Bill was 

wearing fingerless gloves with the woollen fingers coming down to his second knuckles. The 

only other possibility was that the wind blew his coat against his hand but that was very 

unlikely as the wind was light and the coat, his tool jacket, was heavily laden with equipment. 

22:48 The team get back to Andy F’s location. 

Team 3 Investigation 

Dee noted that the ambient conditions were wet (post-rain); cold; clouds clearing; visibility was fairly 

good, though there was little light.  

Dee also noted that ambient sounds included occasional voices nearby; rustling of the surrounding 

undergrowth; distant cattle lowing; occasional dog barking; occasional aircraft and birdcalls; distant 

occasional traffic. 

Pre-Vigil 

21:48 Approximately one hundred and fifty metres west-southwest of the bridge, Sarah mentioned 

that she suddenly felt a severe chill down her back and felt very uncomfortable. They decided to 

stop and do a vigil and spread out in a triangular formation, positioning Sarah at the location 

where she had felt the strong chill. Sarah and Richard faced the bridge, whereas Dee sat on the 

opposite side of the existing track to Richard and faced across the track. (Sarah had been uneasy 

walking past a tree/bush and felt something behind her. It was decided Sarah should sit near this 

area for the vigil, which she did.) The positions of the team are shown on the plan on the next 

page. 

21:50 Almost immediately after sitting down, a warm channel or “aura” was felt around him by 

Richard, lasting approximately twenty minutes. 

Initially at the location, Dee sensed absolutely nothing – she felt it was probably the ‘emptiest’ location 

she had so far investigated since joining the LPS. 

Dee places her voice recorder in a secure position on the ground approximately a metre to her right so 

that she would not knock it by accident. 

Vigil – 22:03 to 22:30 

Dee notes that all is quiet and it is cold. She has no temperature gauge, but is sure the temperature is 

dropping quite fast. 
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22:05 Dee decides to conduct a personal experiment whereby she closes her eyes and tries to 

completely clear her head of thoughts. She would then snap her eyes open and write down the 

first things that came to her. These things were: flannel, bells, cork and embers. 

Sarah was constantly drawn to this area, and saw movement around it which she didn’t believe 

to be the wind. 

22:06 Shouting heard in the distance to Richard’s left. 

22:10 A car went past (loudly) on the road that ran behind Dee. 

 A rustle is heard to Richard’s left in the undergrowth, and a yawning. 

22:15 Dee noted that an aircraft passed over. 

22:16 Dee keeps feeling like she wants to “go somewhere else” – like a sudden and/or persistent urge. 

 At this time Richard sensed a “gathering” of people directly behind him to his right, a fair 

distance away (approximately up to one hundred metres). At this time he kept having a feeling, 

or needing to “turn the other way” at regular intervals. 

22:18 A distant owl is heard by Dee. 

22:20 Dee gets a sudden but very strong impression of Romans nearby. 

22:21 Dee notes that her lips are tingling/tickling and gets the impression of BELL. 
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22:23 At a sudden moment Richard had a feeling of being trapped or contained – and being unable to 

move, with his head aching for no more than six or seven seconds. 

22:24 Dee experiences serious chills down her left side and it comes so suddenly that it startles her 

and makes her jump. 

 At this moment after being feeling ok for most of the vigil, Richard got ‘bunged up’ badly for a 

short while. 

22:25 Sarah saw a floaty wisp across the railway line. She also saw a figure shape under the bridge 

move. 

22:27 Dee notes another car passes. 

 Richard seemed to pick up (on two separate occasions within one or two minutes) a woman in a 

short, low brimmed hat, way behind his right shoulder, further down the track. 

22:28 Sarah heard footsteps on gravel - about six steps. 

 A whistling noise was heard by Richard. 

Post-Vigil 

Dee, Sarah and Richard pack up their gear and decide to walk towards where the station used to be. 

They eventually come upon the end of the old platforms. They decide to conduct an EVP session on the 

end of the platform, but do not manage a full one due to Bill contacting them by radio to rendezvous 

and prepare to move on to the next location. 

Sarah has nothing else to report from this part of the investigation. 

It should be noted that Richard acknowledged that his watch was approximately one minute behind 

Dee’s, which could be significant when comparing notes. (Richard’s times noted above are as provided 

by him.) 

Post-Investigation 

Bill went to find Dee, Sarah and Richard and walked under the bridge to find them but had not come 

across them after a hundred metres so he radioed them that this part of the investigation was over. 

The investigation ended at 23:08 when the teams regrouped at the cars. 

Sewell 
For the second investigation of the night the team headed across to Sewell just outside Dunstable on the 

disused Dunstable to Leighton Buzzard railway. For this part of the investigation only Andy F, Bill and 

Steph took part as the other team members were unable to attend due to work commitments etc. 

For the investigation the team parked their cars in Frenchs Avenue then walked along the track bed to 

the Sewell cutting. 

General 

The night was dry though the ground and vegetation was still wet from the earlier rain. The sky was 

overcast with a few breaks in the low cloud layer. There was a fresh breeze which was variable and felt 

cold. At the vigil site there was moderate traffic noise coming from the west along the line of the track 

bed (from the A505 which lay 1.8 kilometres from the west end of Sewell cutting). 
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Vigil – 23:59 to 00:40 

Part way along the cutting, six hundred metres from the entrance in Frenchs Avenue is a bench and Bill 

and Steph stopped just after the bench for the vigil. Andy F continued further along the track to a 

second bench just before the bridge over the road through Sewell (see the plan below). 

At the start of the investigation Andy observes a torch light in the trees nearby and contacts Bill who 

advises it is probably dog walkers. 

00:07 Bill measures the temperature between +4.5 and +5ºC. 

00:27 Steph hears about 8 or 9 rapid taps which sounded similar to a woodpecker. The sounds 

appeared to come from the top of the bank opposite 

00:31 Bill measures the temperature between +4.5ºC. 

00:32 The wind picks up for a few seconds and is noticed by Bill. It became strong and cold with a 

light squally shower. 

Andy does not note any paranormal activity during this investigation. 

Post-Investigation 

Swanbourne 

Andy’s photographs shows the possible outline of a dog sitting near the bridge but this could also be 

the shape of plants instead. Another photograph shows a face floating in the air but this could be breath. 

Andy’s DVD camera has picked up audio sounds heard during the vigil. 

Andy’s sound recorder does not pick up anything. 

Nothing unusual was found in any of Dee’s digital photographs. 

It should also be noted that Dee thought she had switched off her DVR at the end of the vigil, but had 

failed to push the ‘stop’ button hard enough. This resulted in the device recording for almost 2.5 hours. 

Having listening to the whole recording, the only things of interest are: 
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• Just after the vigil had finished and Dee, Richard and Sarah were heading towards the old 

station, Richard mentioned on the recording that during the vigil “nothing really started 

happening until about 22:10” (which equates to 22:11 on Dee’s watch). 

• It may not be important, but thought it was worth mentioning a strange sound that occurs at 

around 22:05, and which Dee cannot readily attribute to the vigil environment. Details have 

been submitted along with a copy of the clip in question. 

Sarah notes that nothing unusual was picked up on her camera. 

Sewell 

Andy’s DVD camera has recorded a light appearing but the source is unknown, possibly a torch. 

Andy’s sound recorder has picked up the sound of what could be a train or could be the sound of an 

animal running through the undergrowth very fast. 

Equipment List 

Andy Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS15 

Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-DVD306E 

Dictaphone: Sanyo TRC-525M 

EMF meter: K-II  

Laser Matrix Pen 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Bill Digital Camera: Samsung PL81 

Digital Camera: General Electric E1480W 

EMF Detector: Hutech 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: CHY 110 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Steph Digital Camera: Samsung PL81 

Gauss Meter 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Tecpel DIT-512 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Dee Digital Camera: Fuji FinePix F31fd 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus VN-5500PC 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Sarah Digital Camera: Sony DSC-H50 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Richard Digital Camera: Canon EOS 1000D 

 Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-SR35E 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-210S 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Fluke 361 

Digital Compass 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Nathan Digital Camera: HP Photosmart R707 

Dictaphone: Olympus Pearlcorder S925 


