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Stevington, St Mary’s Church 

Background 

Around the church, dedicated to St Mary the Virgin, a shadowy figure complete with large hat and cape 

has been seen (described as being straight off a Sandemans Port bottle). 

General 

It was a mild night with a brisk south-southeasterly breeze but the churchyard was generally sheltered 

from the wind by the trees to the south of the churchyard. The sky was clear and the site was a dark one 

as there were no nearby lights apart from a faint light coming from the house to the south and there was 

no moon. There was the sound of distant traffic and the noise of the wind in the trees to the east. 

Pre-Vigil Walk 

Before undertaking vigils the team took a walk down to St Mary’s Well followed by a walk clockwise 

around the church itself. 

Marion started her voice recorder as she started walking. When she reached the well she thought it had 

dried up, there didn’t seem to be any water in it. In fact the water was so clean and crystal clear she 

could see all the stones and moss and eventually some water boatmen skimming across the surface. 

Water in a small stream was babbling through a pretty bit of marshy ground away from the well toward 

a patch of trees and shrubbery opposite. It was a very relaxing sound. 

Three minutes into the walk Marion saw what looked like a torch light in the trees opposite, which was 

quickly extinguished. She wondered if it was a man she had seen earlier and if so what he was doing. 

During the church walk-around Marion was standing halfway up the path facing the south gate when 

she saw a little red light to her right, over in the trees, this is where she decided to sit for Vigil 1. 

Vigil 1: South of Church – 21:40 to 22:15 

For this vigil Bill sat close to the access path to the south of the south porch. He positioned himself just 

north of a large tree and facing easy by north. Marion sat to the south-southwest of the same tree facing 

towards the access path. Marion reported that she felt very comfy where she was and that the site was 

sheltered and quite warm. For the positions of the team members see the plan on the next page. The 

other teams sat to the west, north and east of the church. 

21:47 Marion hears what sounds like a gate latch opening over to her right; it had that certain sort of 

metallic clonk. 

21:48 Bill sees a number of small dots of white light on the ground about seven metres away towards 

the entrance gate to the southeast. The lights were two metres from the path and looked like a 

field of stars as some were bright and some were dim. There were quite a few lights (Bill 

estimates that there were in excess of ten). 
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21:50 The temperature is measured at +8.5ºC on the grass by Bill and +10ºC on a gravestone to his 

left (north-northwest). 

21:51 Marion hears “Mary, Mary” as if someone is calling out this name. 

21:53 Marion gets Bellas boys. 

21:55 Marion gets Fidget Pie, she knows that this is a country pie made with ham, potatoes and onion 

as it is served in the National Trust restaurants at their stately homes. She also hears a whistle 

being blown. 
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21:57 Bill notes that the traffic noise is generally coming from the northeast (the A6). The wind is 

very light with occasional light gusts. 

 Marion smells the old pink paraffin that was used in the old heaters and wonders if it is drifting 

over from the homes over at the back of the churchyard. [Editor’s Note: This is possible as the 

prevailing wind was from that direction]. 

21:58 Bill sees a brief flash of light on the outside of the southeast corner of the south porch and close 

to the ground. 

22:00 Marion hears “Tinkerbell Lawn” and wonders if her guide is having a laugh. 

22:01 A yapping dog is heard by Bill to the southwest (the yapping initially lasts about a minute). 

 Marion gets Blossom Dearie who she knows was a piano playing jazz singer quite a few years 

ago. 

22:02 Marion gets Ginger and knows it is a man. She wonders if it’s Ginger Baker as his name came 

into her mind immediately (though he is still alive) but he is also a musician known for his rock 

drumming. She has looked him up and found out he prefers to be known as a Jazz drummer. 

She now wonders if there is any connection with Blossom Dearie and this area. 

22:03 The temperature is measured at +6 to +7ºC on the grass by Bill and +8.5ºC on a gravestone to 

his left (north-northwest). 

22.04 Marion hears a faint sort of whistling scream to the north and thinks it’s a bird, possibly a 

screech owl. 

22:05 Bill hears a sound like a drawn-out scream coming from the east-southeast. It sounded as if it 

was some way off and did not sound like an animal. 

 Marion hears a scream (human this time) which ends in a low breathless ‘Huuuuuhhhhh’. It is a     

few feet behind her. She can also hear people talking a little way to the south. 

22:06 Bill seems a patch of light exactly the same as that seen by him at 21:58 in the bottom southeast 

corner of the south porch. This light occurred just after he had been using his light-up pen 

which was also the case at 21:58. The pen uses a pale-blue LED to illuminate the page beneath 

the pen and he had just turned it off after writing some notes then immediately looked around 

him, including towards the porch. It is possible that the light may just be due to a lighter patch 

of stone at the base of the porch but it was only clearly visible after his light-up pen had been 

used. 

22:08 Bill was just about to take a temperatures measurement and had looked 

towards the south porch when he saw a dot of pale light which appeared to be 

on the porch floor and to the left of the entrance arch. This dot of light then 

vanished only to reappear about half a metre higher and closer to the edge of 

the arch. This is shown in the drawing on the right. 

 When Bill did eventually get round to measuring the temperature it was +6.5 

to +7ºC on the grass and +8.5º to +9ºC on the gravestone to his left (north-

northwest). 
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22:12 A small spot of pale light is seen by Bill literally right in front of him. This turned out to be a 

small spider on a long silk thread hanging down from the tree branches above him and 

illuminated by the light from his pen. 

22:13 Marion gets the coach house, had to go riding, mail to get. 

Vigil 2: West of Church – 22:20 to 22:50 

For the second vigil all of the teams rotated around 90º clockwise. Bill sat by a large tomb to the north 

of a large tree which was west of the church and facing north-northeast. Marion sat against the west 

wall of the church and in the middle of the wall beneath a small window. For the positions of the team 

members see the plan below. 
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22:34 The temperature is measured by Bill at +6.5 to +7ºC on the grass by him and +8.5ºC on the 

tombstone behind him. 

22:43 Bill sees an orange glow on a gravestone just to the east of him. The light was on the top left 

quadrant of the gravestone, about twenty centimetres across and lasted for a second. 

22:48 Bill measures the temperature at +7 to +8ºC on the grass by Bill and +10ºC on the tombstone 

behind him. 

22:26 Marion gets the name Lineas, she can hear footsteps and thinks it must be Bill walking around. 

22:29 Marion hears lots of animal noise, ducks and geese by the sound of it. They sound as if they 

have been disturbed and are alarmed. It’s coming from the gardens of the houses to the south. 

 It’s a lovely clear night with lots of planes about and Marion keeps getting a waft of Avgas. 

Lovely 

22:33 Marion thinks Bill is moving about again but can see his light to the right of the tree in front of 

her. She hears footsteps about a hundred metres to the left of where Bill is sitting. She sees a tall 

grey shadow, which she feels is a man, walk from left to right behind the big beech tree to Bill’s 

left. He was heading in Bill’s direction but didn’t come out the other side of the tree. She can 

hear quite loud tramping sounds in the area in front of her which go on almost non-stop and 

seem to go on past the churchyard wall. 

22:37 Marion hears a dull thud to her right. 

22:39 Marion hears a man’s voice say “Shut up you fool”. 

22:40 Marion can still hear tramping sounds, it’s so regular and non-stop, it sounds like marching 

men. Bill is still sitting down he hasn’t moved for ages. 

22:44 Marion gets Tony Allsop. She immediately feels a strong presence to her left and knows it’s a 

man. She gets a quick glimpse of him. He walks right across the grass in front of her (left to 

right) giving her really cold shivers. He doesn’t notice her. He is striding along in quite a 

purposeful way. He’s in casual dress, well-dressed. Light coloured flannels and brown 

blazer/jacket, open-necked white shirt, black hair, short back and sides haircut with a bit of a 

curl at the front. Tall and slim, thinnish face, quite nice looking. He reminds her of the young 

well dressed Toffs when they were going off to the countryside for picnics or to play a spot of 

tennis.1920-30’s. Marion wonders if this is Tony and asks if he can talk into her voice recorder. 

She is wondering if this man walks through the gate (she did hear the latch go earlier) up the 

path and round the back of the church to perhaps visit a grave. 

22:50 The end of this vigil and Marion can still hear marching. 

Post-Vigil 

Marion asked Bill if he had been walking around during Vigil 2, he said no. She also asked him if there 

were Romans or civil war battles here. Bill didn’t think so. 
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Pavenham, Church lane 

Background 

Church Lane is supposed to be haunted by the ghost of a 

Cavalier. The man had been stopped whilst leaving the village 

by a group of Roundheads and he had tried to escape by 

jumping his horse over a gate at the top of the lane. 

Unfortunately his horse clipped the gate and threw him. He 

was captured, executed and his body thrown into a nearby 

well. It is said that no gate, built in the aforementioned 

gateway, can remain intact for long. 

Walk 

For this investigation the team decided just to walk the two 

hundred and sixty metres along the road from the parking area 

to the gateway near the well as shown on the plan on the right. 

As we stood by the gate Marion picked up a mentally-ill 

woman, an older woman with white shoulder-length straggly 

hair and a haggard wrinkled face. She was holding her hands 

up in the air in front of her. 

Post-Investigation 

There was nothing relevant on Marion’s sound recordings. 

Equipment List 

Bill Digital SLR Camera: Pentax K2000 

EMF Detector: Hutech 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: CHY 110 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Marion Digital Camera: Samsung L313 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus VN-2100PC 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

 

 


