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Background 

During the 1950s a phantom airman wearing a silk scarf was seen around Turweston Airfield. He is 

believed to have been a Second World War pilot and was last seen by the camp cook.  

General 

It was a very mild night with almost no breeze. The sky was generally overcast with slow moving 

clouds and occasional glimpses of the moon. As the investigation progressed the cloud layer became 

denser. There was a fairly constant traffic noise coming from the west-southwest with the sound of 

machinery and intermittent traffic noise coming from the west. The site was a dark one with no lights 

except for a large one on the northeast to southwest runway, as shown by the  on the drawing on the 

next page. 

Pre-Investigation 

The walk to the airfield took about ten minutes, across a bridged waterway, inclined sides of fields, and 

stiles. Trevor noted that you had to be relatively fit. 

Runway Walk: 21:18 to 21:37 

For the first part of the investigation the team walked the length of the northwest to southeast runway 

following the line of the public footpath. 

21:19 Along the first stretch of the runway (before the port-a-cabin) Steph feels like there are lots of 

people around and that the team are walking through a marching band who are walking against 

the team in the opposite direction. 

21:27 As we were walking towards the racing track Elaine picks up the surname Wilson. 

21:30 As Steph reaches the rally track her right ear starts ringing. This lasts for about 5 seconds then 

stops suddenly. 

Vigil 1: Southeast End of Runway – 21:42 to 22:20 

For the first vigil the team decided to spread themselves around the southern end of the northwest to 

southeast runway. Steph sat facing up the runway (deliberately sitting by a sign so that she was 

shielded from the light on the nearby building to the west) whilst Elaine, Richard and Trevor positioned 

themselves along the edge of the runway. Bill sat on the perimeter track just to the east of the runway 

whilst Andy positioned himself away from the group on the same section of perimeter track. For the 

positions of the ream members see the plan on the next page. 

For this vigil Elaine sat facing across the runway and she placed her sound recorder on a tyre 

positioned 1.2 metres to her left. She measured the temperature at +10.9°C. 

Andy measured the temperature at +14ºC and placed his EMF meter on the edge of the grass to the 

north of the track. 

21:48 Bill notes the sound of voices coming from the southwest by west. These voices kept 

reoccurring and sounded fairly close to the team but no one was visible despite the area the 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 

Investigation Site Turweston Airfield 

Investigation Date 15
th

 April 2011 

Report By Bill King 

 

Team Members Bill, Steph, Andy, Elaine, Trevor, Richard 



INVESTIGATION REPORT 

Investigation Site Turweston Airfield 

Investigation Date 15th April 2011 

 

 

Turweston Airfield Report 15-04-2011 .doc 2 of 9 26/04/2011  00:41 

voices seemed to be 

coming from being very 

open. As time went by 

the voices seemed to get 

closer and the sound of 

footsteps on gravel could 

be heard before they 

receded but still no one 

was visible.  

21:50 As Elaine was just 

settling down for the 

vigil she heard footsteps 

on gravel behind her. 

Thinking it was another 

team member she looked 

around, no-one was 

there. The footsteps 

where heard again along 

with voices, when Elaine 

shone her torch in the 

direction of the voices 

she could not see anyone. 

Steph and Richard later 

came over as they both 

heard the footsteps and 

talking. Richard thought 

the voices where coming 

from by the building on 

the other side of the 

runway. 

21:51 Steph is taking the 

temperature when she 

hears voices and 

footsteps to her left (west-southwest). She stops to listen and they appear to be getting very 

close. Steph walks over to where Elaine is as she has stood up and is looking in the direction of 

the voices. Steph looks around to see who is there but cannot see anyone in sight. The voices 

and footsteps appear to continue towards the team then start to fade off into the distance until it 

is silent again. This lasted for around seven minutes. 

 Bill notes that Steph goes over to talk with Elaine and they were later joined by Richard. 

 Trevor’s EMF meter records a reading of 0.01 mg. 

21:52 Trevor positions his sound recorder and KII meter three metres to the north and west. 

21:53 Richard notes that the time up to 21:56 was spent checking a noise coming from the west, 

where footsteps were heard and a couple of clear voices, but unable to identify with team 
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members where these noises came from – perhaps from some trees at the perimeter, but nobody 

was there. 

22:00 Steph goes back to her vigil site and measures the temperature as +6°C. 

22:01 Bill measures the temperature at +8ºC on the gravel near to him and +9.5ºC on the concrete. 

22:02 Elaine hears what sounds like someone blowing “Raspberries”. 

22:04 Elaine hears a dog bark twice. 

22:05 Andy can hear dogs barking to his left in the direction of the team. 

22:06 A strange bird call is heard by Bill coming from the southwest by south. 

 Steph hears a dog bark to the northwest. 

 Andy can hear an owl. 

 A very loud noise from an animal was heard in front of Richard (a loud squeaking sound). 

22:07 Steph hears an animal yelping to the northwest but is unsure what kind of animal it is. 

 Elaine starts to feel sick. 

22:08 A strange yelping noise comes from behind Trevor (south), continues for a few moments then 

stops. 

22:10 Andy’s camcorder infrared light begins to fail when filming the grass area but is fine when 

filming up the track. 

 At this point Richard reported that an intense headache become evident – this seems to last the 

whole investigation after this time (reasons for this become evident later on and were due to 

personal illness). 

22:12 As Bill looked north across the corner between the perimeter track on which he was sitting and 

the northwest to southeast runway he saw what looked like two figures huddled together. The 

figures were to the north-northwest about twenty metres away on the grass and were very black 

in colour. As he turned to look straight at them they were gone. 

22:13 Andy’s camcorder light fails again. 

22:14 Bill measures the temperature at +6.5ºC on the gravel near to him and +8ºC on the concrete. 

 Andy begins an EVP experiment. 

 Elaine gets the word Famous. 

22:15 Steph feels very calm and peaceful. She hears someone shout in the distance to the north which 

sounded like ‘(h)ey!’. 

22:18 Steph hears a series of short whistles to the North. 

Post-Vigil 

After the vigil the team broke with tradition and talked about the voices heard just after the vigil started 

by several of the team members. Most of the team had tried to see where the voices were coming from 

but no one had been able to see any source. Team members had heard the sound of footsteps on gravel 
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and agreed that the source must have been close by but nothing could be seen. Andy had not heard 

anything but he was the furthest from the area the sounds were coming from. 

Trevor notes that during Vigil 1, some team members were disturbed by another event, as Trevor didn’t 

hear or see anything, he could not comment on this. [Editor’s Note: Trevor was close to Richard 

during the vigil and should have heard the sounds, so it is strange that he didn’t.]   

During the walk back along the runway Bill decided to try a quick experiment to try to estimate how far 

the voices must have been from his location during the last vigil. To do this he got the rest of the team 

to stop where the  (Team) is in the drawing on page 2, then he walked seventy-five metres northeast 

along the runway ( ). Once in position the team talked in moderate voices and Bill compared the 

level with that he had heard during the vigil. He then walked another twenty-five metres away (a 

hundred metres in total) and listened again. From this he estimated that the voices heard during the 

vigil must have been no more than one hundred and fifty metres away and even closer later in the vigil 

when he heard the sound of footsteps on gravel. On the drawing the  circle is centred on Bill’s 

position and has a radius of one hundred and fifty metres. Based on this circle any person talking to the 

west or southwest of Bill’s position would have been in the middle of the grassed area between the 

runway and perimeter track or, at worst, on the perimeter track. All of this area was well illuminated by 

the large light on the nearby building so any person would have been visible but nothing could be seen. 

The nearest footpath lies about three hundred and fifty metres away and anyone on that path would 

have had to have shouted to make themselves heard where the team was but the voice did not sound 

like someone shouting. 

As they team rejoined Bill he noted that, despite the runway being concrete with a broken gravely 

surface, he could not hear the sounds of them walking until they were very close to him (only ten 

metres away) and that was five people walking not just one or two. 

When the team joined Bill he asked them if any of them had followed him when he had left the team to 

walk seventy-five metres away. The team said that none of them had moved. He asked this because as 

he started out he could hear the sound of footsteps behind him and keeping pace with him for about 

twenty steps. Whatever it was making the noise had to have been close-by as he could not hear the 

footsteps of the team until they were close to him. It was then that Andy admitted that he had asked any 

spirit present to follow Bill. 

22:35 As the team were talking, just southeast of the intersection of the east to west and northwest to 

southeast runways, Elaine reported that the lights of the building to the southeast (just south of 

the lake) had gone off as if someone was in there. 

 The team watched the building for a while and the lights were seen to come fully on then go off. 

Later an occasional faint glow could be seen in the upstairs windows. It is possible this latter 

glow was a screen-saver on a computer. No other lights were seen and no one was seen leaving 

the building. There were cars parked around that area but no activity was seen the entire time 

we were on the airfield. 

Séance 

Whilst at the intersection point of the runways (near the Rally School) the team decided to do a brief 

séance. 

A few seconds after the séance started, Steph felt unwell. She took some deep breaths and thought it 

would pass but she increasingly felt sick to her stomach. The feeling was so strong she mentioned this 
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to the rest of the team and had to leave the séance and sat on some tyres next to the group as they 

continued the séance. The feeling of sickness slowly faded but Steph reported feeling odd and peculiar. 

During the séance Richard and Bill both said they heard a faint but distinct double beep. When asked, 

no one else said that they had heard it. Richard thought it came from the direction of the building with 

the bright light on to the south by east but Bill thought it came from the south-southwest. If they were 

both correct then the sound would have come from the intersection of the two directions which would 

have been just twenty metres away across the runway. 

At one point Richard reported that something had tugged at his arm. 

During the séance Bill saw a light on the right-hand side of the runway to the north. The light was in 

the bushes on the east of the northwest to southeast runway just north of the main west to east runway. 

When Bill mentioned it other team members asked if it could have been car lights on Mill Road or the 

A43. Bill checked this as other cars went by but their lights were not visible in the area where he saw 

the light. 

Andy’s camcorder infrared light continued to fail during the séance. 

Vigil 2: Intersection of E to W and NW to SE Runways – 23:20 to 23:50 

For this vigil Trevor, Bill, Steph, Elaine and Richard sat in the area where the runways cross near the 

Rally School whilst Andy sat at the entrance to the school. For the positions of the team members see 

the plan on page 2. 

23:22 Trevor positions his sound recorder and KII meter three metres to the north and west. 

23:23 Steph measures the temperature as +7°C. 

 Trevor takes a reading of 0.01mg from his EMF meter. 

23:24 Steph has a strange feeling that she should get face down on the floor (but she doesn’t). 

23:25 Bill measures the temperature at between +9.5ºC and +10.5ºC. 

23:26 Andy checks his EMF meter but there is no activity. 

23:28 As Bill looks up from writing his notes he sees something misty go past 

moving from left to right and about two metres away to the west. A 

representation of this mist is shown on the right. 

 Elaine sees an animal run from the tyres in front of her and head towards 

Trevor. 

23:30 A lot of noise like crunching gravel is heard by Bill coming from the direction of Andy. This 

was heard several times during the vigil coming from the direction of different team members 

so is likely to have been the team member moving. 

 Trevor notes a dark animal shape moving into the area the team is investigating. Trevor tries to 

follow where this shape has gone but to no avail. 

23:32 Steph is looking to her left and sees a white flash of light just to the right of the door of the port-

a-cabin. 

 Andy is seated on a tyre, but gets a glimpse of something going very fast in the area of the 

runaway behind the team that is moving in a straight line and parallel with the fence which is 
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about four foot high. Andy describes this as being crescent shaped like a nose cone of a plane or 

a crescent moon. Andy thinks the object is about 1 to 1.2 metres in length and is just an outline 

of an object which is also yellow or pale in colour. The object moves very quickly passing out 

of view in seconds as if moving along the runway but is visible to Andy above the fence level. 

23:33 A groaning sound is heard by Richard, possibly an animal though, and is heard in front of him, 

on the runway itself. 

23:35 Elaine gets the impression of people playing pool outdoors. 

23:37 Elaine senses someone standing behind her and hears whispering. 

23:38 Richard had an image of a man lying on the tarmac behind him, and a vision of fire and debris 

that vanishes within fifteen seconds. 

23:40 Andy thinks he can hear aircraft noise in the sky above him. 

 Elaine reports that she can hear an owl. 

23:41 Bill measures the temperature at between +9.5ºC and +10ºC. 

23:44 Steph feels completely relaxed, so much so that she feels that she could easily go to sleep right 

where she is sitting. 

23:45 Andy gets the impression of a white dog that is walking from the direction of the aircraft 

hangers and across the runway where the team are based. It does not come any further than this 

position. 

23:46 At this moment Richard sensed a lot of people in a hurry around where we’re stationed; going 

in all directions. He felt incredibly cold in his chest, and his left ear was totally numb at this 

point. 

23:47 Steph measures the temperature as +5°C and notes there is a slight breeze and it feels chillier. 

 Elaine reports that she can hear ducks. 

Post-Investigation 

Andy’s camera light was checked and was indeed found to be faulty. 

Currently further examination of Andy’s sound and visual recordings is continuing. 

Elaine reports nothing on her sound recording including the time when the talking and footsteps were 

heard during the first vigil. The only sound at that time was of an aircraft. [Editors Note: This is odd as 

the sounds went on for several minutes, well beyond the time it would have taken any aircraft to pass 

by.] 

Examination of Elaine’s photographs revealed one very strange one which is shown on the next page. 

The image on the left is a section of the original photograph (14% of the original) on which can just be 

discerned a lighter patch near the top of the image. The image on the right is the same section of the 

original photograph which has been enhanced so as to reveal the object. 
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Further enhancing just the relevant section of the images gave the image shown below right. The dark 

horizontal patch is a tyre (there are hundreds around as they are used to mark out the tracks on the rally 

course and there was another just to the left of the one on the image) and the object seems to be cut off 

by the tyre as if it is beyond the tyre. 

Careful examination of the photograph has failed to reveal what the 

object is. It was not a team member, it is either very small (about half 

a metre high based on a typical car tyre diameter) or it is well beyond 

the tyre though it can not be too far away unless it is highly reflective. 

But it can not be highly reflective because, if it was, the centre of it 

would have been the brightest and not the edges which make it look as 

if it is being lit from behind. There was nothing on the runway that 

could have produced such an image. We must admit that this one is 

weird and even admit that it does have a human outline. This is one of 

those rare times when Bill has failed to provide a rational explanation 

for an unusual image. 

Analysis of Vigil 1 Sounds 

During Vigil 1 four of the team members heard voices and the sound of footsteps on gravel coming 

from roughly west across the airfield. Initially Bill noted that the sounds came from the southwest by 

south, Steph noted that they came from the west-southwest and Elaine reported that they came from 

behind her. At the time Elaine was facing across the runway to the northeast by east so the sounds, to 

her, came from the southwest by west. Plotting the positions of Bill, Steph and Elaine on the airfield 

plan and adding in the directions they reported the sound to have come from produced the plan at the 

top of the next page. When Bill noted the voices it was 21:48, when Steph noted the sounds it was 

22:50. The sounds were noted by Bill to be moving which may account for why the bearings noted by 

the team members were different though there was general agreement as to the direction as shown on 
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the plan. The area bounded by the 

northwest to southeast runway, 

northeast to southwest runway and 

the perimeter track is all grass so 

footsteps could not have been 

heard there. The only area which 

would have produced audible 

sounds would have been on the 

runways or perimeter track. This 

implies that the sounds could have 

been coming from the area of the 

buildings on the northeast to 

southwest runway. Steph estimated 

that the walking pace would have 

been about three kilometres per 

hour (just under two miles an 

hour). As there were between two 

and three minutes from when Bill 

heard the sounds to when Steph 

heard the sounds then the distance 

covered by someone walking at 

three kilometres per hour would have been between one hundred and one hundred and fifty metres. On 

the plan the  line (by the buildings) is one hundred metres long and fits in well with the 

direction that Bill then Steph heard the voices coming from and is even consistent with Elaine hearing 

the voices between when Bill heard them and when Steph heard them. 

If the voices were due to people walking along the runway then they would have been clearly visible to 

all of the team members but no one could be seen. Bill’s estimate of the distance the voices were from 

him, based on the level of the sound, was one hundred and fifty metres as shown by the  arc 

centred on his position. If the sounds were by the buildings (just under three hundred metres away and 

almost twice Bill’s estimate of distance) then anyone producing them would have to have been talking 

very loudly? In addition the team noted that the footsteps came closer and Bill thought they were 

coming from the area of the perimeter track only fifty metres away when they were at their closest but 

there was still no sign of anyone. All told the source could have been people but where were they? 

Equipment Lists 

Andy Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS15 

Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-DVD306E 

Dictaphone: Sanyo TRC-525M 

EMF meter: K-II  

Digital Infrared Thermometer: IR-102 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Bill EMF Detector: Hutech 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: CHY 110 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 
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Elaine Digital Camera: Kodak C913 

Digital Voice Recorder: VN-2100PC 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Richard Digital Camera: Canon EOS 1000D 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-210D 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Steph Digital Camera: Samsung PL81 

Gauss Meter 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Tecpel DIT-512 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Trevor Digital Camera: Kodak Easyshare C713 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus VN-3500PC 

EMF Detector: Lutron 822A 

EMF Meter: K-II  

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad, pen, red light & UV torches and watch 
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