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Background 

Between the villages of Turweston, Westbury, Whitfield and Biddlesden in Buckinghamshire lies 

Turweston Airfield, now a dilapidated ruin but at one time home to Wellington Bombers of 12 and 17 

OTUs (Operational Training Units) during World War II. 

During the 1950s a phantom airman wearing a silk scarf was seen around Turweston Airfield. He is 

believed to have been a Second World War pilot and was last seen by the camp cook. 

Pre-Investigation 

While Elaine was thinking of what happened on the last investigation at the airfield she picks up on the 

name Wilfred. 

Whilst waiting for the team to arrive Bill and Steph took a walk along the access road from the parking 

area until they reached the perimeter track where they took a number of photographs before returning 

to the car. 

General 

It was a clear night with a slight breeze. There was a fairly constant machinery noise coming from the 

area to the north of the main runway (a poultry farm and a caravan park). There was also a large fire in 

the same area which made constant crackling sounds, accompanied by a barking dog. 

There was a general sound of distant traffic coming from the north and from the east to southeast. The 

area was relatively dark but there was a large spotlight on one of the building in the southern part of the 

airfield. 

For a general plan of the investigation site see the drawing at the top of the next page. 

Initial Walk 

For the first part of the investigation the team walked west along one of the original access roads until 

we reached the perimeter track then turned southwest by west to follow the track till it met the runway 

which runs northwest by north to southeast by south (the one which runs past the flying club). We 

chose to walk to this area as it was here that we had some interesting results the last time we 

investigated the airfield. 

As we walked to the location Bill called a time check and Marion realised that she hadn’t adjusted her 

watch to BST so Steph, who has nimbler fingers, puts the watch an hour forward for her. The minutes 

were ok though. There was a huge crackling bonfire at a house across the other side of the airfield with 

a lot of smoke. 

On the walk to the first vigil Marion picked up the names Jason and Jack. 

21:24 As the team were walking along the perimeter track Bill stopped to take a look around. As he 

was scanning the airfield he saw a small bright flash of light in the middle of the airfield 

towards some distant lights (on the edge of the farm area which lies to the north of the east-west 

runway). At the time the rest of the team were further along the track to the west-southwest and 
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Bill was standing opposite the west end of Hogpit Spinney. The light was about 100 metres 

away and to the northeast.  

21:40 The team reach the end of the northwest runway. 

Pre-Vigil 

21:40 Andy has switched on his DVD camera, EMF meter and sound recorder. 

21:41 Andy takes a temperature reading of +6.3°C. 

21:42  Marion gets high flyers and daredevils. 

21:43 Marion gets Mary Jane wait for me. 

Vigil 1: South End of Northwest Runway – 21:45 to 22:20 

For this vigil the team spread themselves along the perimeter track at the southern end of the runway 

which runs northwest by north to southeast by south. Bill sat to the east of the runway and facing north-

northeast across the airfield. Marion sits a metre or so to the right of the Flying Pig sign and places her 

voice recorder about 2 metres to her right in the middle of the track. The track is a bit gravely and 

crunches when you walk on it. She moves her chair a metre as the ground is uneven and the chair’s 

tipping. 

Marion is hearing crackling from the bonfire and crunching as if someone is walking around and 

around on the gravely track to her right where she has placed her recorder. (Editors Note: This may 

have been Bill as he was walking to his vigil site to Marion’s left at the start of the vigil.) To her left it 

is absolutely quiet. 

21:49 Bill notes that the machinery sound from across the airfield stops but there is now the sound of 

loud talking from the same area. 
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21:51 Bill measures the temperature at +6.9°C on the perimeter track concrete. 

21:52 While looking to her right Elaine notices a black shape run towards the hangers, with the 

security light permanently on. 

21:54 Andy hears a pound sound to his right at the location of the nearby fence. Andy is unable to 

describe this sound. 

22:00 Marion is still hearing the crunching footsteps over to her right in the area of her recorder. She 

feels someone is walking around keeping an eye on her. (Editors Note: This was definitely not 

Bill as he was settled into the vigil by this time.) 

 Elaine notes that there is a lot of noise coming from houses backing onto the airfield. 

22:03 The sound of someone trying to start an engine is heard by Bill coming from the farm area. 

22:04 Elaine hears a metal gate being closed. 

22:06 As Bill looked around towards the engine sound, that had now been going on for a 

few minutes, he saw a misty, faint patch moving along the perimeter track to the 

north of him and only a metre away. It was about 20° to the left of where he was 

looking when he noticed it, was crescent shaped, as shown in the drawing on the 

right, and about 1.5 metres high. As he looked towards it he found it had gone. 

22:08 Andy hears voices coming from the distance in the direction Elaine is sitting. 

Andy thinks this may be animals. 

 Elaine notes that shouting is coming from the houses again. 

22:09 Someone shouting is heard by Bill coming from the farm area. 

22:10 Elaine can hear what sounds like Andy breathing, but Andy was some way away from Elaine. 

22:12 As Bill was looking towards the lights in the farm area he saw a dark patch go past him from his 

right and moving behind him. It was just off the ground, about 40 centimetres high and 

following the outer edge of the perimeter track (Bill was sitting close to the outer edge). 

 Marion sees a dark shadow walking around further down the track this side of the fence. She 

thought at first this was Bill but then realised it couldn’t have been as he is the other side of the 

fence on the path. 

22:16 Bill measures the temperature at +7.3°C on the perimeter track concrete. 

 Elaine picks up on the name Christopher. 

Post-Vigil 

When the team re-groups by the Flying Pig sign Marion can smell bacon, fried bread and tomatoes. 

Pre-Vigil 

As the team were relocating we walked down the path past the wood deciding where to stop. Marion 

hears a man’s furious voice of authority bellow an order at her which was ‘STOP now…dammit’. He 

obviously didn’t want us there and was telling us to go. This is where Marion and Steph sat but Steph 

was unaware Marion had picked up this man. 



INVESTIGATION REPORT 

 Investigation Site Turweston Airfield 

Investigation Date 19th April 2013 

 

Turweston Report 19-04-2013.docx 4 of 5 15/07/2013  18:45 

Vigil 2: Perimeter Track – 22:50 to 23:20 

For this vigil the team spread themselves out along the perimeter track by the copse that lies halfway 

between the east to west and the northwest by north to southeast by south runways. Bill sat facing north 

with his back to the trees and just far enough west so that he remained in the shadow of the trees 

(caused by the very bright moon). Most of the team sat facing the airfield but Elaine chose to sit with 

her back to it looking south-southeast in the direction of Westbury Wild wood. 

Elaine places her sound recorder on the post of the fence. 

Bill notes that there is a very slight breeze coming from the northeast. 

22:50 Andy has switched on his DVD camera, EMF meter and sound recorder. 

 Elaine sees a flash of light in the trees on the other side of the field; could this have been a car 

driving past? (Editor’s Note: From how Elaine was sitting she would have been looking 

towards the Biddlesden Road, 500 metres away.) 

22:51 Andy takes a temperature reading of +7.7°C. 

22:52 Marion gets the name Stevens and corporal. 

22:54 Marion hears Gracie Fields singing Sing as we go. 

22:55 Marion gets Jack and Ethel forever and a day. 

22:56 Marion hears men singing the WW1 song Mademoiselle from Armentieres parlez vous but the 

word Mademoiselle has been replaced with Marguerita. Marion wonders who Marguerita was.   

 Marion notes that it is turning into a beautiful clear starry night and getting a bit chilly. 

23:00 Bill measures the temperature at +8.5°C on the perimeter track concrete. 

23:01 Marion gets cut down the track boys. 

23:02 Marion hears a movement to her right but there is nothing there. 

 The following is to be read with a Welsh accent. 

 Marion picks up a Welsh lad called Hayden who says ‘It’s lovely by yere, I’m glad I come 

mun’. This is followed by a right old laugh. Marion hears sheep bleating in the distance. Please 

note this is nothing to do with the Welsh lad. 

23:06 Marion hears Hayden say ‘seven sisters, look up, there’s’interestin’. I got my own telescope at 

‘ome like’. She tells him that she likes astronomy as well. 

 Elaine has the feeling of being watched. 

23:09 Red dots of light are seen by the trailers by Elaine. 

23:10 Hayden asks Marion ‘Have you been to Barry?’ She knows this is Barry Island a seaside resort 

in South Wales. She says ‘yes as a child’, she has photos sitting on the sand with her family. 

Hayden suddenly says ‘I have to go now’ and starts running diagonally across the green in front 

to the runway. Marion feels something must be up. 

23:12 Andy can hear animal sounds coming from behind him. 

23:14 Andy observes a shooting star in the night sky. 
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 A shooting star is seen by Elaine. 

23:15 Marion gets Kiss me quick I’m leaving. 

23:16 Elaine sees a bright dot of light on the conifer trees. 

Post-Vigil 

As Marion and Steph walk back to the cars Marion is whacked across her right arm just above her 

wrist. She shouts ‘Ow’. Steph wondered if she had caught Marion with the chair she is carrying over 

her shoulder but there is a third of a metre or more between them. Marion said no as when this 

happened she had looked down and seen a long thin round black cane across her arm. She had a good 

idea what this was. She looked this up later and it was as she thought an RAF drill cane carried under 

the arm by the drill sergeant. She associates this with the furious man who barked the order at her 

earlier in Vigil 1. 

Marion’s watch played up all through the investigation. Part way through she checked the time with 

Steph and the time was 6 minutes out and when it was checked again at home by BBC time it was 10 

minutes out. This has happened before on an active site so she now plans to use an old wind up watch 

in future. 

Post-Investigation 

Andy has no paranormal activity on any of the equipment used 

Equipment List 

Andy Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-DVD306E 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: IR-102 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-560M 

EMF Detector: K-II 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Bill Compass: Silva Type 7 NL 

Digital Camera: Samsung PL81 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Karknee DT-300 

Electrosmog Meter: Cornet ED-7 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Elaine Digital Camera: Samsung WB100 

Digital Voice Recorder: VN-2100PC 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 


