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Back Ground - St Neots Museum Building Information March 2012 

Site occupied by malting and wagon yard of Day & Son's Priory Brewery.  Former police station and 

Police Inspectors house, built in 1860, set back from the road at rear of the present building and now 

obscured by the later magistrates court.   

 

Referred to in 1865 St Neots Almanack as  'lately erected. 

  

1871 improvements made to the magistrates room including addition of a platform 

Police Inspectors house at rear of the present building, now hidden by the present buildings. 

  

1877 the Local Board held their meetings in the court room, and by 1900 the U.D.C. also held meetings 

in the court room.  

 

In 1900 layout of court was reversed and what had been the magistrates' retiring room became the 

witnesses' room, the north end of the building, a new magistrates room was built at the south end 

(possibly where the entrance to the museum is now?). 

 

Cell block remodelled in 1907. 

 

The building became the headquarters of the A.R.P. in St Neots Urban and Rural Districts during the 

first part of WWII, and the platform which held the Air Raid Siren is still in place on the roof of the 

building.  

 

The building was used as a police station until 1969, and as a Magistrates Court until end of 1990, 

when court moved to Huntingdon. Prisoners kept in cells for short periods while awaiting court 

appearances throughout this time. Also used to hold those suspected of a crime or 'drunk and 

disorderly' overnight until 1969.  Nothing remains of original fittings in rest of building, but the 

exterior is almost unchanged from Victorian period, although altered and the front wall, railings and 

hedge all now gone. 

 

St Neots Poisoner, Walter Horsford in Jan. 1898 killed his cousin Mrs Annie Holmes who lived in New 

Street, St Neots, appeared first at St Neots Magistrates Court then Huntingdon Assizes, hung at 

Cambridge 2nd July 1898. 

 

 Information from St Neots by C. F. Tebbutt, first published 1982.  

 

 

 

 

 

Investigation Report  

 

Investigation Site St Neots Museum 

Investigation Date 19.11.2016 

Report By Andrew Fazekas 

Team Members 
Andy F, Andy G, Andy B, Elaine E, Jessica G, Kerry, M, Shelly M, Kieran M, 

Paul S, 
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Pre- Investigation 

In order to cover this location the members were split into two teams who undertook investigations on 

each of the two floors of the museum at the same time and then changed over.  Once the team 

investigations were completed members were invited to undertake their own individual investigations 

of the building and undertake any experiments they might want to do. 

 

Trigger Experiments  

Trigger experiments were set up in the museum including two toys cars and one set of coins all in 

different areas. 

 

Investigation 20:30 – 01:30 

 

Séance 20:35 – 21:10 – Team 1  

While doing a séance in the blacksmiths area Team 1 picked up on a lady named Emily. About the 

same time Andy G felt his jumper being pulled at the back.  Elaine hears a faint whistle behind Andy 

G. She then feels like someone is tickling the top of her head, nothing was dangling from the ceiling. 

Elaine gets touched on her left arm and picks up the name Emily.   It goes cold behind Elaine and 

Elaine senses someone standing behind her and someone touch the back of her jacket. 

 

Séance 20:35 – 21:15 Team 2 

Whilst team 2 were downstairs they performed a séance next to the corpse of an accent man which was 

in glass coffin.  No one was really getting anything only that they were going hot or cold.  Investigators 

tried for a while in this spot but they did get a feeling of an old man with a bad back, maybe connected 

to the building. Later the team found out that the corpse behind them did have a deformed back that 

caused discomfort. Investigators used the ovilus and had the words hunting soul, liberty, and hammer 

desk.  When the team looked at the CCTV they noticed that the REM POD was flashing dramatic 

temperature changes and movement. K2 Meter also slightly flashing. 

 
School Room 21:10 – 22:00 Team 1 

While the curator was out of her office rescuing Team 2 Elaine sees someone walking behind the door 

as there was a gap at the bottom of the door.  While asking out Elaine picks up the name of a little boy 

called Samuel. 

 

Police Cells 21:15 – 22:00 Team 2 

Team 2 now moved to one of the cells where most of the team felt energy here. Investigators were 

getting the feeling that someone wanted to communicate with them.   Unfortunately a member of the 

team closed the cell door and got locked in so they had to radio for help!  

 

Once the team started again using the Ovilus it came up with the words, Ok, scared, Unholy, blind. 

They also got the name Rob or Robert, who also stated that he was falsely accused?  

On the Ovilus it said: Robb, inches, already, Robert. 

 

The team started communicating with Robb-Robert, and investigators felt that he kept walking past the 

team and turning around and walking past the team again? The team were unable to get much more 

info from Robb, but when they shone the torch around the cell names etc. were etched into the walls 

and there was the name Rob right at the top of the wall above the bed. 

  

The team then got the name David and the Ovilus said: Judge, David, Mad, aim, Catch. 

Whilst trying to communicate with David one of the team had the urge to go out to the end of the 

hallway, he started talking to the spirit and got a lot of feelings from the spirit.  Another member of the 

team took photos with the Flir and you could see a change around him, as if something is surrounding 

him, two other members felt this too, the Ovilus came up with the words; Basement, remember, fire. 
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During this time the K2 meter would flash and flicker randomly but never when requested. 

 

22:00 – 22:20 Team Break 

 

Prisoner Cell 1 22:20 – 23:50 – Team 1  

A number of cold spots were recorded. In the cells area whistling was heard on a couple of occasions 

with no person being there. While sitting in one of the cells three male figures were picked up on by 

Andy G. One with no name and one called Danny Brickman and an unpleasant character who was 

described as looking like 'Catweasle' from the old TV Series of the same name.  Andy also mentioned a 

person called “Harry the hat” from around 1900 who use to steal things and place them under his hat. 

Andy B noted that it felt very cold in the prison cells with the mannequins.  He felt like a light cold 

breeze on him, but that could have come from the window. 

 

School area 22:20 – 23:45 Team 1 

Team 2 went upstairs to the back of the building where there was an old school layout setup for the 

museum. The team were not really wasn’t getting much but another investigater did get the feeling of a 

school boy in shorts from the 1940’s also the name Robert. 

  

The team moved to another part at the top of the museum to do another séance.  Here we tried but 

unfortunately there was quite a bit of noise coming from the pub outside but also the team were  not 

getting anything apart from the name: Glenda or Gwenda? 

  

Individual Investigations 00:20 – 01:15 – All Investigators  

 

Staircase Investigation 00:20- 12:50 

On the staircase two people sat for a period of time. One person had a very muzzy head and was later 

told that while on the staircase an orb was seen on camera moving around the persons head and 

vanished in the hand. 

 

Blacksmiths area 12:50 – 01:15 

Members from both teams did experience some paranormal activity upstairs during the experimental 

part of the investigation using a number of items including meters and a rem pod and Olivus three 

among them which for a change actually reposed appropriately to questions asked during conversation 

with a spirit called “Carol” .   

 

While Elaine was standing by the sack barrow Elaine’s camera played up it would not take pictures or 

turn off this happened twice while in this area, but when Elaine moved her camera worked ok and 

throughout the night the camera was working well. 

 

The team stated that they were going to leave and the word “Door” came up followed by “fast”.  Also 

the team stated that they would leave in fifteen minutes and the word “Fifteen” came up on the Olivus.   

  
Lastly as the experiment ended the olivus came up with “Nick of time” 

 

Post Investigation – Items debunked 

There were a number of paranormal incidents that the teams were able to debunk; For example during 

one vigil one of the teams heard the sound of peoples voices and the clanking of a metal gate and 

thinking it was coming from the nearby cells went off to investigate only to discover later that the 

source of this sound was coming from a path that ran next to the museum and had a metal gate. 

Another team who has managed to lock themselves inside a police cell and could not get out without 

assistance also had the pleasure of listening to a domestic row taking place outside the building. 
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Nearby Wi-Fi played havoc with EMF meters and at one point during the investigation the team radios 

came alive with talk between the bouncers of the nearby establishments with what was going on and 

ended with LPS giving the bouncers radio checks much to the amusement of those present. 

 

Upstairs there were plenty of orbs caught by various cameras but these were also debunked as dust 

coming down from the ceiling or displays and moving with the air currents being generated by the 

teams moving through the building. 

 
Trigger Experiments Results 

None of the trigger experiments which included toy cars and coins etc showed any sign of paranormal 

activity when checked at the end of the night. 
 

Post investigation 
Whilst there is one interesting photograph taken with a flir 5 infrared cameras that could show an image in the 

Blacksmiths area. There was no paranormal activity captured on the mobile camcorders or Sound recorders. 

 
 

 


