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Pre-Vigils 
When we arrived at the museum David, our host, took us for a guided tour. As we entered the 
Hertfordshire Yeomanry room Leana felt as if something had brushed against the lower part of her left 
arm. At first she thought it may have been one of the other team members but when she turned round 
no-one was near her. 

During the first phase of the investigation (Ouija and séance) I left a sound recorder at the top of the 
stairs recording for one and a half hours. It did not pick up anything unusual. 

Ouija: Victorian Chemist’s Shop 
Before we started the vigils we went up to the Victorian 
Chemist’s Shop to use the Ouija board and take part in a 
séance. 

20:25 Steph and I heard a sound like hands being briefly 
rubbed together. Steph reckoned the sound came from 
in front of her whilst I thought it came from the 
direction of Andy who was standing one person away 
to her left. The diagram on the right shows the 
positioning of the team members at the time. Steph, 
Elaine, Richard and David were taking part with the 
remainder of the team standing watching. The Ouija 
board was placed on a one metre high shelving unit 
which stood in the middle of the floor. When asked, 
everyone said that they had not heard or made such a 
noise. 

Séance: Victorian Chemist’s Shop 
20:40 During the séance Richard suddenly leapt away from 

the group as if in pain. At the time we were all 
stranding around the shelving unit holding hands. As 
shown in the diagram on the right. 

Richard reported that he had had a feeling like an 
electric shock all the way down his left arm into his 
thumb. Just before it happened, Leana, who was 
holding his left hand in her right, felt his arm twitch. 
The séance continued but Richard sat out as it took 
several minutes for him to recover. By 20:52 the 
effects had fortunately worn off. 

During the séance, when Marion was picking things up, I 
had seen faint, small, pale blue patches of light mainly to 
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Marion’s left. Andy was wearing a white T shirt on which I kept seeing pale red patches and at one 
time the whole of the front turned pale red. I also saw a faint blue-white patch on the right of his neck 
about the size of a fist. 

Vigil 1: Hertfordshire Yeomanry Room – 21:20 to 21:49  
For this vigil we positioned ourselves in the Hertfordshire Yeomanry room either side of the entrance 
so we could see the area where Leana had been standing when she felt the brush on her arm. Leana sat 
to the right as you face the entrance and I lay on the floor to the left. 

21:27 Leana kept hearing the sound of dripping water, like a tap dripping into a full sink. The sound 
appeared to be coming from the far left of the room next door. Later investigation revealed what 
looked like central heating pipes coming down from the roof in the far right corner of the next 
room. This was the source of the dripping water. 

21:46 Leana sees a dark, black, shape like a cat. It was low near the floor and about two metres beyond 
the entrance in the Hitchin 1887 & 1937 room. She reported that the sight of it made her jump as 
she was so surprised to see it. She said that it had been walking towards us. I was looking in that 
direction at the time but the area where she saw the ‘cat’ was masked from my view by a 
protrusion into the room (there is one either side of the entrance). 

Vigil 2: Victorian Chemist’s Shop – 22:01 to 22:29  
For this vigil Leana sat on the steps at the far side of the room (at the bottom of the drawings on the last 
page) and I sat on a chair just outside the entrance to the room (top of the drawings). From the position 
in which I sat I could see the Chemist’s shop in front and the stairs to my right. 

All the time Leana sat on the steps she said that she wanted to curl up, her legs pulled in to her chest 
and her head drooping. She also wanted to rock from side-to-side. She had the impression of a little boy 
with blond hair, around 10 to 11 years of age, doing the same thing. He was doing it because he was 
upset and it comforted him. She got the name Andrew and said he was upset because his parents had 
been arguing. His mum was pregnant but that was not the reason for the argument. She hoped the baby 
would be a girl. Andrew had no other brothers or sisters. Leana also picked up on the name Lily though 
she was not sure whether that was the mum’s name or the name she wanted to give to her baby. 

Between 22:10 and 22:16 I heard a lot of noise coming from the direction of the stairs. At 22:13 I went 
and stood at the top of the stairs to listen and discerned that the noise appeared to be coming from 
downstairs. I then heard three very distinct and quite loud breaths like someone asleep and breathing 
deeply. Shortly after I heard Andy’s camera ping (he was in the Costume gallery). I asked the rest of 
the team and no-on heard anyone breathing like that and everyone denied falling asleep (this would 
have been noted by the other team members as we had divided into four teams of two). 

After the investigation I checked with the other team members and no-one was making a noise at that 
time as they were all observing the requirements of a quiet vigil and certainly no-one was heavy 
breathing. In which case who or what was making all the noise? At the time I thought it was other team 
members so I did not pay much attention to what the noises actually were; now I wish I had. 

During the last ten minutes of the vigil I did some scrying in a large mirror on the wall to the right of 
the steps. The room was extremely dark so I used a small, covered torch in front of me to give a little 
light. At 22:27 I saw the whole of the top of my hair light up like lightning illuminating a cloud. 
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Vigil 3: Small Art Gallery – 22:37 to 23:09  
For this vigil we sat on a bench in the centre of the room. 

22:54 We both heard the sound of a dog howling in the distance coming from the direction of the 
Hertfordshire Yeomanry room. 

Vigil 4: Large Art Gallery – 23:25 to 23:49  
During this vigil we both heard a series of beeps which appeared to be coming from the direction of the 
stairs. At first I thought it was Andy’s motion sensors which had been placed in the Costume Gallery. I 
went to tell Andy who was in the Small Art Gallery but he had heard nothing. We went up to check if 
they had triggered but found that the sound they made was completely different to the sound we had 
heard. When we returned Leana said she had heard it again after I went to see Andy. David thought it 
might have been his phone. When the sound was heard again later Leana came to the conclusion that it 
was a light-controlled pedestrian crossing as she had heard two people walk by outside then shortly 
after the same beeping noise.  

 


