INVESTIGATION REPORT
Investigation Site

Wormley Wood and Broxbourne Wood

Investigation Date

26th August 2011

Report By

Bill King

Team Members

Bill, Steph, Andy, Elaine, Trevor

Wormley Wood
Background
Spirits have been seen wandering aimlessly through Wormley Wood. The wood is an ancient one
which is first mentioned in documents from the sixth century. One interpretation of the Worm part of
the name is a Saxon corruption of ‘Vermes’. This refers to a patch of waste ground near the River Lea
where the remains of Danish soldiers have been found who fought in a battle in the area. Is it the spirits
of the soldiers who walk the woods?
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General
When the team first reached Wormley Wood it was raining slightly and had been raining heavily earlier
in the day. The result was that there was a constant drip of water from the leaves on the trees during the
entire investigation, worse under a broadleaf tree. The rain did stop and the sky cleared so that stars
were visible by the start of the first vigil but the dripping continued. The drips were loud as they were
falling onto leaf litter; there was also a regular sound of aircraft passing overhead and faint traffic noise
coming mainly from the north (White Stubbs Lane). There was also the sound of dogs barking, mainly
to the northwest. The site was a very dark one, so much so that you couldn’t see a tree only 3 metres
away. There was no wind in the wood and very little wind above the trees.

Pre-Investigation
Trevor noted an oppressive feel to the woods almost immediately; this could partly be due to the heavy
covering of foliage and the densely wooded areas.

Vigil 1: 21:25 to 22:00
For this vigil Bill sat east of a post with a dedication to William Alexander Barrack. Andy sat to the
west of the post, with Trevor between the post and the tree with a bench around it. Steph and Elaine
were positioned near the bench tree. For the positions of team members see the plan below.
21:30 Trevor took a temperature reading of +13.6 ºC.
Steph measures the temperature as +11°C.
21:33 Bill measures the temperature at +10.5ºC using his infrared thermometer and +18.1ºC with a
pressure of 991.7mb on his compass/thermometer. The latter is attached to his coat so it does
not record the ambient
temperature but will show
any local changes in
temperature.
Andy’s KII meter showed an
enormous spike and Andy
begins EVP experiment.
Trevor took an EMF reading
of 0.01mg.
Steph sees a small dark
figure moving around in
front of her. She notes it
seems to hover by her left
side before fading away.
21:34 Elaine gets
Winifred.

the

name

21:35 Bill notes that the sound of a
dog barking to the northwest
seems to resemble muffled
human speech at times.
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Andy’s KII meter spikes again.
21:38 Andy asks for spirit to give name and his KII meter spikes again, nothing heard on sound
recorder.
21.39 Andy’s KII meter spikes again.
21:40 A football sized flash of white light is seen by Bill about five metres away along the path to the
west-southwest past his video camera. The light was on the north side of the track but not in the
direction of Andy’s vigil position.
21:41 Andy’s camcorder fails, probably due to damp, and filming has to stop.
While Elaine was looking at the other side of the path, she notices a white/grey figure which
then disappears.
21:43 A small flash of white light is seen by Bill in the same area as the light he saw at 21:40. This
light was higher up than the earlier one and would have been about a metre above the path (the
path was invisible as it was so dark).
Steph sees a dull glow of blue/white light over her left shoulder. She turns and expects to see
Elaine writing with her light-up pen but Elaine is sitting still and is not writing.
21:44 Andy radios Bill and asks him to come over to his location as there has been a large amount of
EMF activity.
21:.45 Trevor noted a drop in temperature and noted it at +13.1ºC.
Elaine sees two red dots of light on the floor in front of her.
21:46 Bill joins Andy at his vigil site and Andy explains that he has been having spikes on his KII
meter. Bill returns to his vigil site to collect his Electrosmog meter then re-joins Andy.
21:48 Steph sees a torch light move around briefly behind her to her right. She looks over to the area
and thinks this is Trevor walking around and she thinks he must be checking something out. She
also hears a low man’s voice coming from the same general direction.
Elaine hears what sounded like someone walking in wet mud. Elaine asked Steph and Trevor at
the end of the vigil if this was them, to which they replied ‘No’.
21:49 Andy places his KII meter on a log next to him in the area where he had been getting EMF
spikes. Bill places his Electrosmog meter and EMF meter next to Andy’s KII. There were no
responses, so Bill used his mobile phone to trigger the meters by contacting his network. The
response of Andy’s KII was similar to what he had seen earlier and would respond when Bill’s
phone was 2 metres away; this was also true of Bill’s Electrosmog meter. Andy said that his
phone was on silent so it was still on.
Trevor had been seeing movement, out of his peripheral vision to his right, for some time, it
was only now that the movement seemed to enter the track before him to his right.
21:52 Steph feels like something is touching her right knee. Steph has her rucksack on her lap and
checks where the straps are, they are tucked under the rucksack and nothing appears to be near
her knee.
21:53 Elaine gets the impression of a young lady about 1.6 metres tall, dark hair which is tied back
with a hair slide. The slide had what looked like pearls in it, which she was proud of.
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21:55 With phones off Andy’s KII meter is still not responding so Bill moves 4 metres away to the
north-northeast just in case it is his presence that is interfering with something paranormal. As
Bill reached the tree he had a cold-shiver.
Steph sees a flash of what looks like torch light in the area to her right on the opposite side of
the bench. She thinks this may be Andy and Bill further up the path.
21:58 Elaine decides to take a picture, nothing was caught on camera. Elaine gets the words ‘Ha, you
missed me’.
22:00 Trevor noted another drop in temperature and took a reading of +12.9ºC at the end of the vigil.

Post-Vigil
Trevor was asked by other members of the group that had been encamped to his right if he had got up
and moved about during the vigil, to which Trevor replied that he had not.
During this vigil, Steph had her bearings wrong due to the darkness. She thought the path was to her
left when in fact it was behind her. The lights and voice at 21:48 was Andy and Bill investigating and
not Trevor. The light she saw at 21:55 could not have been Andy and Bill as it was too far round the
bench for it to have come from the position that Andy and Bill were in. This did not appear to come
from any of Elaine’s equipment so it remains unexplained.

Vigil 2: 22:10 to 22:45
For this vigil Steph sat just north of the Barrack dedication post. Elaine sat along the path to the east
with her back against a tree, Andy was position by the bench tree and Trevor sat just off the path, north
of the bench tree and near the edge of the stream valley. Bill sat on the path northwest of the bench tree
and facing east-southeast. For the positions of the team members see the plan below. Bill placed his
video camera 5 metres away from
him along the path to the eastnortheast on the north side of the
path and facing north-northeast.
22:10 Andy records a temperature
of +12.5ºC.
Elaine
measures
the
temperature at +15.2 ºC.
22:15 Trevor took a temperature
reading of +12.6ºC.
Steph
measures
temperature as +10°C.

the

22:16 Bill
measures
the
temperature at +10ºC using
his infrared thermometer and
+18.8ºC with a pressure of
992.1mb
on
his
compass/thermometer.
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Elaine hears footsteps behind her. Steph moves from the memorial. This was not Steph’s
footsteps.
22:17 A small spot of white light is seen by Bill just to the left of his video camera.
After writing the above note Bill looks up and sees a narrow line of light about 20 centimetres
long on the other side of the path.
Trevor took an EMF reading of 0.01mg.
Steph decided to sit behind the dedication post. Since she has been sitting there she feels
extremely uneasy and that there is someone walking around behind her. Steph is so
uncomfortable she has to move, so she sits on the other side of the path facing the post.
Elaine did not like being by the memorial and wanted to cry.
22:20 Two red dots of light are seen on the floor to Elaine’s right.
22:22 Elaine again hears footsteps behind her and moves her chair so she is facing down the path.
22:23 Bill sees a curved patch of light about 0.5 metres high moving left to right
towards his video camera. When seen, it appeared to be on Bill’s side of the
camera and close to the ground. It was shaped roughly as shown in the
sketch on the right and appeared to follow a curved path. If it was just in
front of the camera then the path it followed would not
have followed the contours of the ground. If the shape
had been beyond the camera, as shown in the diagram
on the right, then it could have been following the
contours as the path is below the level of the ground to the north and the slope of the ground is
similar to the path the shape followed.
Andy begins EVP experiment.
22:25 Trevor notes sounds of walking coming from behind him.
22:26 Steph feels that there is a man here saying ‘I want you to leave’.
22:29 Steph suddenly feels very cold. She measures the temperature and it has actually risen by one
degree to +11°C. This could be down to the change of position.
22:30 A small white light is seen on the ground by Bill to the left of his video camera. It seemed to be
some way away and could have been due to Trevor who was in that general area.
Andy feels a cold blast of air on his left cheek and a sense that someone is standing close by.
Trevor notes the temperature has dropped again to +12.3ºC, and there is a cold breeze.
Elaine hears a strange screeching noise.
22:33 An odd noise is heard by Bill coming from Andy’s direction, it sounded like a sneeze. It was
also heard by Trevor as he turned his torch on and pointed it in Andy’s direction. This enabled
Bill to locate Trevor and indicated that he was just to the right of the area where Bill saw the
light at 22:30. In addition Trevor’s torchlight had a yellow tinge whereas the light Bill saw was
white.
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22:34 Steph hears a raspy whisper to her right and thinks Elaine is saying something to her. She asks
Elaine if she spoke and Elaine says she did not say anything. Interestingly at the time, Steph
was asking out in her mind for any spirits present to come and speak to her. Steph then asks in
her mind for whoever was there to go and speak to Elaine.
22:35 Trevor notes sounds of walking coming from behind him again, on inspection, no animals or
anything else was visible.
22:37 Bill measures the temperature at +10ºC using his infrared thermometer and +18.8ºC with a
pressure of 992.5mb on his compass/thermometer.
22:43 Two pale white lights are seen by Bill in the same area that he saw the light at 22:33. The two
lights were side-by-side and well separated.
Andy thinks he can hear footsteps the other side of the tree but puts this down to his
imagination.
Steph hears someone whispering faintly to her right. This sounded like a chant (and notes that it
sounded similar to something you might hear on the TV show Merlin when he’s casting
spells!).

Post-Vigil
After the vigil Bill checked with Trevor as to his location during the vigil. Trevor reported that he was
sitting close to the edge of the path where it curves to the right. The lights Bill saw at 22:33 and 22:43
were close to him or slightly further into the wood (about a metre or so behind him).
Trevor was asked by other members of the group that had been encamped to his right if he had got up
and moved about during the vigil, to which Trevor replied that he had not.

Séance: Bench Tree – 23:00 to 23:10
For the positions of the team members see
the plan on the right.
23:04 Steph and Bill look behind them as
Steph told Bill that she thought that
someone was walking up behind
her.
Andy and Elaine did not pick up anything
during the séance.
Trevor joined in the séance, but
unfortunately felt nothing, nor saw
anything.

Post-Investigation
Andy is unable to access any footage on
the disc in relation to vigils at this time due
to disc error.
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Andy has a very light EVP sound recording taken during the séance but no paranormal activity in his
photographs.
During Vigil 1 Andy and Bill conducted an investigation to find why Andy’s KII meter could have
spiked by exploring different sources. One possible cause could have been Andy’s mobile phone and
both Andy and Bill agreed that from now on all mobile phones should be off during vigils.

Broxbourne Wood
Background
‘The Witch of Broxbon Wood’ or ‘The Devil of Broxbon’ was an article written after the visit of a man
to his uncle in Broxbourne on 1762. When the author visited the village he was surprised to find the
village gripped by terror because of the goings-on in Broxbon Wood. It seems that a spirit had appeared
in the wood in the form of a woman dressed in white robes and at times glittering all over as if she was
covered in stars. She appeared to glide slowly over the ground between the closely spaced trees but if
you approached (something that few would do) she would move off faster and slowly vanish. The
locals gave her the name of ‘The White Devil of Broxbon Wood’.
Some locals believed that it wasn’t actually a ghost but instead was a local girl who had run away so as
to avoid an unwanted marriage.

General
This wood was a lot drier than Wormley wood due to the type of tree. Wormley Wood consisted of
broadleaf woodland while Broxbourne Wood is mainly evergreens which do not collect water in the
leaves; as a result there were a lot fewer drips. The site was a dark one with very little breeze. The sky
was still clear with no moon (5% waning so the moon had set by the time of the investigation).
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Walk: Sculpture Trail – 23:15 to 00:40
For this part of the investigation the team took a walk around the Sculpture Trail as shown in the
drawing below. As it was late it was decided not to do any vigils but we would stop if anyone picked
up on anything during the walk.
Trevor joined the group for a walk around Broxbourne Wood. Whilst waiting to proceed Trevor’s KII
meter spiked three times in the car park, the time noted was 23.52, 23.55 and 23.56. Apart from this,
nothing else of any interest happened.
Bill, Steph, Elaine and Andy did not note anything unusual during the walk.

Equipment List
Andy

Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS15
Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-DVD306E
Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus VN-480PC
Dictaphone: Sanyo TRC-525M
EMF meter: K-II
Digital Infrared Thermometer: IR-102
Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110
Laser Matrix Pen
Notepad, pen, torch and watch

Bill

Digital Camera: General Electric E1480W
Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-SR90E
Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-560M
Infrared Light 48 LED
EMF Detector: Hutech
Digital Infrared Thermometer: CHY 110
Electrosmog Meter: Cornet ED-7
Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110
Battery Discharge Tester
Li-ion Battery: Mingtongda T-1248A
Notepad, pen, torch and watch

Elaine

Digital Camera: Kodak C913
Digital Voice Recorder: VN-2100PC
Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110
Notepad, pen, torch and watch

Trevor

Digital Camera: Kodak Easyshare C713
Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus VN-3500PC
EMF Detector: Lutron 822A
EMF Meter: K-II
Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110
Notepad, pen, torch and watch
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