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Background 

Late one night in December 1970 the landlord of the Wicked Lady public house was taking his dog for 

a walk on Nomansland Common before retiring. Suddenly he heard the sound of horse’s hooves 

coming in his direction. The sound got nearer and nearer until it passed right by him but there was no 

sign of a horse. Mr Payne’s dog was terrified by the ordeal so he knew he had not imagined it. 

General 

The night was a clear one with the area being lit by a moon that was just under 75% full. There was no 

wind and very little noise apart from aircraft, very occasional cars passing along Ferrers Lane and light 

traffic on the B651 to the northeast. 

Initial Walk 

The last time LPS visited Nomansland we investigated the area to the east of Down Green Lane and 

north of Ferrers Lane. This time the team took a walk so as to cover most of the area of the common 

with a vigil half way and another at the end. The walk started at 21:15 in the car park south of Ferrers 

Lane with the team heading west across the open area of the common walking along a path regularly 

used by both walkers and horse riders. The route followed is shown on the plan at the top of the next 

page. 

21:22 Bill measures the temperature as -6.5°C. 

We had planned to follow the Circular Walk around the common but as we neared the woods at the 

west end of the common we had not come across any paths heading to the north as we had expected. 

We decided to turn north and crossed the ditch between the south common and Ferrers Lane. When we 

reached the road we saw an access trail not 10 metres away to the west which went into the woods to 

the north of the road. When we walked to it we found there was a bridge across the ditch to the south 

but this was not the circular walk as we were much too far to the west as we had reached the trees at the 

west end of the south part of the common (in fact the real path lay 125 metres to the east). Walking into 

the wood we headed north to reach the trail which runs west to east through the woods and close to the 

north edge of the wood at the west end of the wood. Turning east we then followed this new trail 

through the heart of the wood.  

21:50 After just over 400 metres we came out into an open area and found a bench to the north of the 

path and near a display board. It was here that we found the Circular Walk. The bench looked 

across the open area so we decided to stop there for a bit and do a vigil. 

During this part of the investigation Andy did not have any paranormal experiences. 

Vigil 1: North of Dry Valley – 21:50 to 23:30 

For this vigil Andy and Richard remained at the bench to the north of the path whilst Bill followed the 

Circular Walk to the southwest until he encountered another bench just to the right of the path and 

facing south by east. Bill’s bench actually faced what the Nomansland Common leaflet produced by 

Hertfordshire County Council refers to as ‘the Climbing Tree’. The positions of the team members are 

shown on the plan at the top of the next page. 
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22:02 Bill measures the temperature as -4.5 to -5°C on his infrared thermometer and -2.2°C and a 

pressure of 1022.5mB on his compass/thermometer attached to his jacket. 

22:05 Bill starts a calling out session but after the first request for any spirits to make their presence 

known he decides to turn it into an EVP session. Bill started a recording on his sound recorder 

then asked if there were any spirits present that would communicate with him. He then waited 

15 seconds before asking the next question and so on. The pauses were to allow any spirits to 

respond on the recording when there were no other sounds. 

22:06 Bill notes that a car goes past from west to east on Ferrers Lane. 

22:07 Richard notes that Andy was moving his camcorder back to the bench. 

22:14 Strange animal cries were heard by Bill coming from the south-southwest. These went on for 

some time. 

 Andy takes a temperature reading of -4.4°C. 

 Richard noted what sounded like birds (etc.), or something else, heard in the distance a fair way 

ahead of him, possibly from a south-west direction. 

22:15 Bill ends his EVP session thanking any spirits for their responses in anticipation. 

 Andy and Richard hear the sound of what sounded like ducks near to Bills location. 

22:17 Richard hears some more birds from behind him, possibly from the north. 

22:18 Bill tried to do a temperature reading using his infrared thermometer and found that the display 

did not light up. After the measurement he had taken at 22:02 he had left the thermometer on 

the bench next to him so it had been out in the cold for 16 minutes. After holding it for a while 

the display did come on and it did seem to read the temperature but the display was dim in 
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certain areas and the reading did not vary from one measurement to the next as it usually does. 

When he measured his hand it still said -4.5°C (he didn’t feel that cold!). Using his compass 

thermometer he measured the temperature at -3.5°C with a pressure of 1022.5mB. 

22:18 Richard acknowledges two thuds that were made by him unintentionally; these were picked up 

by Andy. 

22:20 Bill notes that a car goes past from east to west on Ferrers Lane followed by one from east to 

west. 

22:22 A car is observed by Bill going north past Andy and Richard so the team were close to the road 

through the wood. 

22:23 Bill notes that a car goes past from west to east on Ferrers Lane. 

22:24 Bill starts a calling out session. 

 Richard thinks he hears a man whispering to the left of where he was sitting – although nobody 

was talking at that time. (Editor’s Note: Bill was too far away and spoke too softly for Richard 

to have heard him.) 

22:29 Bill ends his calling out session (nothing had happened) and tries his infrared thermometer but it 

still does not work (despite him having kept it in his coat to warm it up). 

Andy’s EMF meter is on throughout the vigil but picks up no readings. 

Wood Walk 

22:35 The team recommence the walk through the woods. 

The route followed is shown on the plan on the preceding page. 

After a short time the team reached Down Green Lane and crossed it to enter the area of the woods that 

was investigated the last time LPS were here. Just after passing a bench beside the path Bill noticed that 

the land to the right fell away sharply and walked over to investigate. This turned out to be a large area 

which had the appearance of a former quarry and about 4 metres deep. One tree on the edge of the 

hollow had a rope attached to a branch and a log tied to the other end to create a swing. The team 

contemplated this for a while but decided we wouldn’t risk trying it as it did not look particularly 

strong (and it hung over a big drop). We recommenced the walk heading east and soon came to a point 

where the trees thinned to the south. We turned that way and soon came out of the woods roughly 

northeast of the car park. At this point it was decided to do another vigil. 

Vigil 2: East of Down Green Lane – 22:55 to 23:30 

For this vigil Andy remained in the area where the team had left the woods whilst Bill and Richard 

returned to the bench that had been found beside the path just after the team had crossed Down Green 

Lane. Richard remained at the bench and Bill headed south to another quarried area. Bill negotiated the 

steep slope into the deep depression and spent the vigil standing about 15 metres south of the north 

edge. Andy was located in some bushes near to open land where he had a feeling of needing to stay. 

The positions of the team members are shown on the plan at the top of the preceding page. 

23:05 Bill placed his Electrosmog meter on the ground 2 metres to the south-southwest of where he 

was standing. At the start it was displayed the normal first green light. 

23:06 Andy takes a temperature reading of -10.6°C and an EMF reading of 0. 



INVESTIGATION REPORT 

 Investigation Site Wheathampstead, Nomansland 

Investigation Date 3rd February 2012 

 

Wheathampstead Report 03-02-2012.docx 4 of 4 18/02/2012  23:18 

23:11 Bill sees a brief flash of light about 30 metres away to the south-southwest. It seemed to be 

close to the ground and to light up the surrounding area. Initially the area seemed to be lit by 

moonlight but when Bill looked back at 23:13 the area was dark (the light he had seen was 

brighter that the moonlight). At the later time the moon was clearly visible, not covered by 

clouds. 

23:15 Andy takes an EMF reading but no activity is recorded and a temperature reading of -7.4°C. 

 Richard has a cold-shiver down his back; despite being reasonably comfortable throughout the 

investigation up to this point. 

23:16 The area to the south-southwest of Bill where he had seen the flash of light is again lit by 

moonlight. 

23:20 Andy is drawn to stand by a particular tree near him. 

23:21 Observing the area to the south-southwest Bill noted that it did seem to glow at times and there 

was a bright patch of moonlight there which could account for the light he had seen at 23:11 

and which he had glimpsed through a dense mass of tree trunks. Despite this Bill felt that the 

light he had seen was above the moonlit area and beyond it as if it was on the far bank of the 

depression by the road. 

23:26 A brief flash of light is seen by Bill on the edge of the depression to the east and about 15 

metres away. The light was half way up the bank so about 2 metres off the ground. 

23:28 Bill turns off his Electrosmog meter. The light had not changed during the vigil. 

 Richard thinks he heard some bottles in crates rattling in the distance. 

Post-Investigation 

Andy is still checking audio and visual records and if there is any change then this report will be 

modified. 

Andy Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS15 

Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-DVD306E 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-500M 

EMF meter: K-II  

Digital Infrared Thermometer: IR-102 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Laser Matrix Pen 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Bill Digital Camera: Fujifilm A150 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-560M 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: CHY 110 

Electrosmog Meter: Cornet ED-7 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Richard Digital Camera: General Electric E1486TW 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-210S 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 


