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Pednor Bottom 

Background 

A motorcyclist was riding along a quiet road near Pednor Bottom when he noticed a figure who was 

dressed in black and sitting on a gate. As the motorcyclist approached the figure suddenly leapt off the 

gate and landed in front of the motorbike. By then it was too late to take avoiding action and the figure 

was hit full on by the motorbike. The motorcyclist stopped and looked back but there was no one there. 

He is reported to have said that he had never left a place so fast in his life. 

One week later exactly the same thing happened to another motorcyclist. 

General 

The night was a foggy one which was very dense in places but less dense in the valley with visibility 

between 200 and 300m. There was a gentle breeze coming along the valley from the southeast. There 

was a faint sound of distant traffic from the south-southwest. 

Walk - 20:50 to 21:30 

For this walk the team started where they had parked, on the right-angled bend where the road at the 

west end of Pednor Bottom turns southwest and runs uphill. From there they followed the road 

southeast to the junction with Westdean Lane before returning to the cars. For a plan of the 

investigation see the drawing on the next page. 

20:52 Bill notes that there is a breeze and tries to measure the wind speed with his anemometer but 

cannot get it to power up as if the battery was flat. 

20:54 Bill measures the temperature at +9.8°C (when located approximately 100m southwest of the 

start of the wooded area on the left). 

20:55 While Bill was making notes Elaine asks Steph and Andy “Who was with Bill?” then realised 

there was just the four of them. Elaine sees a boy about 8 to 9 years old standing to Bill’s left, 

he was wearing a brown-flecked jacket and breeches and had fair hair. 

20:57 Elaine had the feeling that they should not go any further up the lane. 

21:00 Steph hears the sound of children playing as if in a playground which only lasted a few seconds. 

21:04 The team reach Westdean Lane and decided to spend a couple of minutes standing quietly to 

see if they could pick anything up. 

At the road junction, Steph sees a circle of red dots on the front of Bill’s right shoulder. Later she asks 

if he has any equipment on his investigation jacket and he says the only thing in that area is a small 

torch which was off. 

21:06 The team start the return journey. 

On the walk back, Steph sees a light-green coloured light to her right about hip height. It had a similar 

shape to a crowbar. It seemed to flash past then disappear. 
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21:16 We reach the footpath coming down the hill from the northeast. Adjacent to this footpath is a 

gate into the field. Bill felt that this was the likely haunting site as the gate is the only one close 

to the road and visible as you come down the road from the northwest. 

 The team again stand quietly for several minutes to see if they could pick up anything. 

 As they were standing there Steph sees a dot of red light in the field to the left of the footpath 

sign. 

21:22 Bill sees a flash of light on the left-hand side of the road as he was facing southeast along the 

road. The flash was about 50m away where the road takes a bend to the left and looked exactly 

like a pool of torch light. The light on the road was semi-circular in shape, cut off on the north 

side by the grass verge. 

21:26 Bill measures the temperature at +11.4°C. 

When we stood where the apparition is said to be seen Elaine did not pick up on anything. 

21:27 The team recommence the journey to the cars. 

21:30 The team reach the cars at the end of the walk. 

At no point during this part of the investigation did Andy pick up any paranormal activity and none was 

recorded. 
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Cholesbury 

Background 

This is rather an unusual one. It is said that on moonless nights a number of phantom pigs manifests on 

Cholesbury hill fort. The pigs are small and have been heard fighting and snorting. 

General 

In this area, especially in the earthworks there was virtually no wind. Within the earthworks there was a 

constant drip of water from the trees. There was very little traffic noise. The earthworks site was a very 

dark one due to the woods which follow the earthworks and as there are no local streetlights. The moon 

was about 12% full. 

Pre-Investigation 

21:52 While standing at the car Elaine was looking at the gates and has a feeling of being charged and 

knocked down. 

Walk – 21:55 to 22:05 

For this investigation the team started by walking along the drive to the church then turning left (north-

northwest) to follow the footpath which runs clockwise around the earthworks. As the ditch could have 

been damp we chose to follow a trail which runs along the top of the outer earth bank. We continued 

until we reached a cross path which runs south-southeast into the inner part of the hill fort. At this point 

we spread out to do a vigil. For a plan of the investigation see the drawing on the next page. 

On the way to the vigil area Andy twice stated that he could hear the sound of running water like a 

stream bubbling away on the other side of the tree line outside the hill fort area. However there was 

only hard ground in this area and it could have been water falling from the trees. But what Andy heard 

was a constant sound of running water. 

Vigil 1: Earthworks – 22:10 to 22:40 

For this vigil Bill walked 60m anticlockwise along the ditch and sat facing southwest by west (at this 

point the ditch ran southwest by south). Elaine sat about 15m back along the outer ditch and Steph sat 

10m further along. Andy was positioned on the outer bank where the second path crossed the ditch and 

banks. 

Andy chose to sit close to the same position as he had done on the previous investigation to the area.  

This location was in a small clearing where there is a pathway leading into and away from the hill fort.  

Andy was next to a signpost indicating the pathway. The area was wet as it had been raining and the 

ground was covered in fallen leaves. 

22:08 Steph notes that there is a lot of water dripping from the trees which is constant. 

22:09 Andy notes that the rainfall is light one minute and heavy the next. 

22:13 Bill measures the temperature at +9.7°C. 

 Elaine hears footsteps to her left and gets the impression of a man, not a very nice man. 

22:14 Andy clearly hears a man’s voice coming from behind the bushes opposite him saying what 

sounded like the word  “boating”. 
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22:20 The ditch was a dark one but Bill noticed that it suddenly seemed to go appreciably darker. As 

he was looking towards the trees on the outer edge of the earthwork to the southwest the whole 

area dimmed as if someone had turned a light off, nor instantly but over a one second period 

like a dimmer switch. 

22:21 Elaine feels like crying this is unusual. 

22:25 Elaine sees a woman in white running towards Bill. 

22:27 A sound like a distant long scream is heard by Bill coming from the north. He heard it over his 

right shoulder and it lasted for several seconds so he had time to turn and face the direction it 

was coming from. 

22:32 Elaine gets the name Jane. 

22:33 Bill measures the temperature at +10.0°C. 
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 Bill notes that the drips from the trees sounded like a flowing stream burbling over stones. At 

times the drips even sounded like the legendary squealing pigs. 

22:34 Andy throws his EMF meter to the ground nearby. Unfortunately it lands with a bang on the 

ground. No readings are observed and vigil ends shortly after. 

22:36 A brief streak of light is seen by Bill on the far slope of the ditch in front of him to the 

southwest by west. It was about 2m away and he saw it as he turned towards it from facing 

along the ditch to the southwest by south. 

22:39 A faint pulse of light is seen by Bill to the southwest by south along the ditch. At the time he 

was looking in that direction but over the top of the patch. It was about 1.5m away and 

measured approximately 20cm by 7cm. 

Steph does not pick anything up during the vigil 

Vigil 2: Hill Fort – 22:51 to 23:15 

For this vigil Bill sat on the footpath that runs north-northwest across the hill fort and facing northeast. 

He was positioned about 15m north-northwest of the point where a second path runs to the church. This 

first path is the one which crosses over the earthworks where we undertook Vigil 1. Steph sat 5m to the 

north of the gate to the churchyard and Elaine sat 5m to the south. Andy is located next to a wooden 

gate that leads into the church cemetery. He has placed his camcorder on the gate post filming into the 

cemetery. Andy has also placed his sound recorder on the opposite gate post directed at the cemetery 

and his EMF meter on the bottom of the gate.   

In this area it was still foggy with a gentle breeze coming from the southwest. There was the occasional 

sound of cars on the road to the east as they pass Cholesbury Common. The sound of dripping trees 

could still be heard coming from the earthworks to the northwest. It was generally lighter in this area as 

we were away from the trees and there were lights associated with the houses to the east. 

23:02 Andy observes a torch light coming from someone moving about near a nearby building and 

going along a path. 

23:04 Elaine sees white lights in front of Andy’s camcorder then round by his feet, this is none of 

Andy’s equipment. 

23:05 A man walking a very friendly black Labrador comes over to Bill to find out what we were 

doing. He had been over in the northeast of the hill fort for some time shining a bright torch 

prior to this. 

 Andy observes a man and his dog go to Bill’s position in the field. 

23:07 The man and his dog leave the area and return to the stables in the northeast. When he arrives 

he turns a bright light on. 

23:10 Andy observes that the lights of a nearby building come on thus disrupting the investigation 

further. 

23:13 Bill notes that the wind has freshened. 

Steph does not pick anything up in this vigil. 
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Post-Investigation 

Nothing of interest was found on Elaine’s sound recordings. 

Andy has no paranormal activity recorded on audio or video. 

Equipment List 

Andy Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-DVD306E 

Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS15 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: IR-102 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-560M 

EMF meter: K-II 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Bill Anemometer: Benetech GM816 

Compass: Silva Type 7 NL 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Karknee DT-300 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Elaine Digital Camera: Kodak C913 

Digital Voice Recorder: VN-2100PC 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Steph Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS40 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: INS-TOOL09 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

 

 

 


