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Background 

A large mound in Pirton, next to the church dedicated to St Mary, is known as Toot Hill and was the 

site of a wooden castle surrounded by a moat. When the castle was still in existence a woman was 

entering the castle one night via the drawbridge when it was suddenly raised and she was thrown into 

the moat and drowned. Since then her ghost is said to haunt the area. There are two theories as to who 

died. One theory says it was a parlour maid who was the victim and the Baron’s wife who caused her 

death. In the second theory the victim was the Baron’s wife and it was the Baron and the parlour maid 

who were responsible for her murder. 

General 

The sky was relatively cloudless but hazy (on the way to the site there had been patches of fog). It was 

a cold night with an extensive frost. There was no wind and a full moon. The area was a light one due 

to the full moon. There was the occasional sound of traffic in the village, very distant animals (sheep?), 

occasional animal/bird noises, voices and laughter from nearby homes/pub. 

Pre-Vigil 

Dee had never visited Pirton before and had no prior knowledge of its sites or history. While walking 

along the path from the road to the site, Dee felt a sudden uneasiness in the pit of her stomach on the 

approach to the church gate and along the path at the base of the motte towards its steps. 

Once in the dip at the top of the bailey, Dee is strongly drawn to the highest point. 

Vigil 1 – 21:15 to 22:00 

For this vigil the team sat on the east edge of the earthworks. Dee sat near the description board beside 

the access path and with her back to the board. She faces Bill with the open space (the bailey) to her 

left and the motte rising to her right. She notes that visibility is good due to the bright moonlight and 

some street lighting at the far edge of the bailey. The church can be seen over her left shoulder. Bill sat 

to the south-southeast of Dee close to the fence that adjoins the bailey. Bill sat facing southwest 

towards the steps that climb the earthworks. For the positions of the team members see the plan on the 

next page. 

After settling down for the vigil, Dee begins to do some preliminary meditation in an attempt to ‘tune 

out’ the ambient sounds. 

21:23 Bill measures the temperature at -5°C. 

21:44 Whilst looking towards the top of the steps to the motte Bill notes that the area suddenly went 

darker and stayed darker, exactly the same thing had happened to him at Cholesbury during the 

last LPS investigation. 

21:27 Dee notes the loud music of a passing car stereo.  

21:31  Dee notes the sound of a distant train. 

21:34 Dee gets a sudden and strong feeling that there is a strong connection with Lincoln. She is 

unclear at this point whether this refers to the place, or whether it is a surname. 
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21:35 Dee hears the name Simon de Montfort very clearly in her mind. 

21:36 Dee sees ‘limes’ in her mind’s eye. Also bees/beehives, honey and pears. This makes no sense 

to her. 

21:37 Dee gets the strong impression of there being a stream nearby and is told that there is 

‘something in the water’. (Editor’s Note: Could this refer to the moat which once surrounded 

the motte and which is still shown on the Ordnance Survey maps as a water filled area on the 

south half of the site?) 

21:39 Dee begins to ‘hear’ the sound of wooden sticks clashing hard – a hollow sound like large poles 

hitting each other. 

21:40 Dee is made aware of the Lincoln connection again. It is still not clear to her if this is the place 

or a person’s name. 

21:41 Dee feels confused, as though different time periods are clashing. In her mind’s eye she once 

again sees limes and beehives/bees and ‘hears’ very clearly the name Ralf. 

21:42 Dee hears ‘Cromwell’s people’. 

21:43  Dee hears ‘The Miller’s boy’. 

21:44 Dee hears ‘Something is in the water’. 

21:45  Dee hears ‘Fetch the Prior!’ 
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21:46 Bill measures the temperature at -5.9°C, this reduced to -4°C when the extremely cold feeling 

thermometer was slightly warmed. 

 Dee senses a lot of woodworking and again ‘hears’ the clashing of wood. She can’t distinguish 

whether it is the sound of building or fighting. 

21:48 Dee feels strongly that ‘concealment’ is important. Something is hidden. Maybe near a pond or 

in the water? 

21:49 After warming his thermometer for a few minutes Bill found that the indicated ground 

temperature was now -0.4°C. This implies that the measurements of cold temperatures may be 

grossly inaccurate. 

21:51 Dee feels anxiety, anticipation and/or excitement and ‘hears’ the word prayers. 

21:52 Bill notes a loud thudding sound coming from his right (to the northwest). 

 Dee hears (physically) a loud thud or bang in the distance, like something huge hit the ground. 

21:53 Dee gets a funny feeling deep in her stomach and as she is writing this down, she hears definite 

movement/a thud over towards the church (over her left shoulder) but can see nothing moving. 

21:55 Dee looks out over the bailey and can see clearly in her mind’s eye horses grazing and carts 

covered in large sheets of something leathery. 

21:57 Dee hears ‘Holy place. Prayers’. 

21:58 Dee senses poetry or writing of some kind. 

21:59 Dee exceptionally clearly hears the word Lincoln followed immediately by a church bell 

starting to ring somewhere.  

22:00 Just as Dee is hearing a church bell pealing in her mind, the actual church bell begins to chime 

the hour, which signals the end of the vigil. Dee almost jumps out of her skin and immediately 

loses her sense of connection. 

Vigil 2 – 22:05 to 22:40 

For this vigil the team sat on the top of the bank to the north-northwest. Bill faced northwest by north 

across an access path that climbs the earthworks. Dee positions herself towards the church end of the 

highest ridge of the motte. She sits with her back to Bill and faces the open bailey below. The church is 

slightly in front to her left and the path between the church gate and the motte steps is below (though 

not entirely visible). It has become very cold and frosty, with breath clearly visible on the air. Visibility 

is very good in the moonlight and Dee can see two other investigators seated in the centre of the central 

dipped area of the motte. For the positions of the team members see the plan on the next page. 

22:10 Dee and Bill spend a short time trying to figure out whether the two figures walking along the 

back/opposite ridge of the motte are Andy and Dave, as we hadn’t noticed them climb the hill 

after descending to their vigil location. (It turned out to be them!) 

22:11 Shortly after we had settled down for the vigil Bill noted that someone walked across the top of 

the far side bank (to the south) going from left to right into the bushes to the west. Shortly after, 

they walked back and disappeared down the south slope. 

22:14  Dee notes the sound of owls. 
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22:20 Dee gets a sudden and strong feeling of uneasiness like someone is standing behind her. 

22:21 Bill hears a beeping sound like a mobile phone coming from behind him. 

22:22 Dee notices that there are other buildings in the churchyard just beyond the gate and is amazed 

that she hadn’t noticed them when walking past the gate earlier! 

22:23 Dee’s left ear begins buzzing and ‘pops’. Dee is sensitive to changes in air pressure and 

attributes the sensations she is experiencing to a sudden change in the atmosphere. 

22:24 Dee hears the knocking noise (wood) as in Vigil 1.  

22:25 Dee hears male voices and they are so clear, she wonders if it is Andy and Dave. 

21:26 Bill’s radio goes off. 

 Bill’s radio suddenly bursts alive with static and it makes Dee jump! 

22:27 Dee feels extremely edgy when she suddenly senses something or someone moving around her. 

Very uneasy feeling, as she also experiences a very cold breeze down the right side of her face 

INSIDE her woolly hat! 

22:29 Dee notes that she can hear locals talking loudly nearby to her left. 

22:30 Dee notes that she is now finding it hard to concentrate/focus, as her fingers and toes are very 

cold and are starting to ache. The pain is becoming a distraction. 
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22:31 Dee notes that the local traffic seems to be increasing, car noises seem to be everywhere. 

22:32 Dee tries to re-focus and when she glances out over the bailey, she sees a figure running across 

the green from left to right. The lighting is too dim for her to make out any details and she can 

hear nothing, but she watches the figure move until out of sight behind the treeline at the base of 

the motte. 

22:35 Dee glances to her right and sees FOUR people in the centre of the dipped area where there 

should have been just two other investigators. She wonders if Andy and Dave have joined them, 

but after glancing down to make notes, then looking up again, she sees just two people 

(investigators).   

22:38 Dee very strongly feels like someone is standing behind her again and hears what sounds like 

soft footsteps on the grass pacing away towards Bill. She is unable to turn around in her chair to 

see if it is actually Bill walking around. (Editor’s Note: It wasn’t Bill) 

During the vigils Bill kept hearing talking coming from the direction of the village. 

Post-Vigils 

After the second vigil the teams regrouped in the centre of the motte and it was decided to end the 

investigation due to the intensity of the cold weather. 

Equipment List 

Bill Compass: Silva Type 7 NL 

Digital Camera: Samsung WB700 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Karknee DT-300 

Electrosmog Meter: Cornet ED-7 

EMF Detector: Hutech 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Dee Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

 


