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Background 

Datchworth is said to be “the most haunted village in Hertfordshire”. Although it is a quintessentially 

Hertfordshire village, there have been horrifying rumours of a phantom cart that is seen creaking along 

Rectory Lane carrying dead bodies! These are reportedly the bodies of the Eaves family who came to 

their grisly end during the 18th century famine that ravaged the land. Other reported hauntings include 

a headless horse that roams the fields nearby. A phantom horse-drawn cart without a horse propels 

itself down the lane, a pair of human legs hanging from the rear. 

 

 

All Saints Church 

LPS have visited this location many times over the years that have resulted in a full blown apparition of 

a Victorian girl being observed running out of the main gate by a startled film crew investigating with 

LPS. 

 

However on this investigation evening the church area itself was a lot quieter and the team were 

restricted to a bride with black hair and wearing her wedding dress who repeatedly runs out of the 

church itself down to the main gates and disappears out into the road with her mascara running down 

her face.  

 

The same member also felt the presence of a male spirit standing at the church main gates as though he 

was a vicar or something close to that.  He was wearing a black hat and a long coat. 

The team picked up on a number of souls in the graveyard who all wanted to talk at one point including 

some who had only recently come to rest in this peaceful cemetery. 

 

Unnamed Lane 

However the path that runs to a nearby unnamed road was not so quiet with a spirit of a man with a cap 

who followed the team to the nearby road at which point a member of the team felt as if he had been 

punched in the chest.   The man with the cap did not follow the team onto the road which was probably 

just as well.     

 

Along the lane from the church down the hill one member had an experience of a paranormal recording   

of two horses and a black carriage coming up the hill with two figures in towards the village. A few 

minutes later it comes back down the hill with three figures in, one being a woman in distress.  This 

was experienced more than once making the member wanting to jump out of the way of the carriage as 

it spun around the corner at high speed.    

 

As the event was replayed again and again the member who was experiencing this picked up more 

information eventually stating that the coach contained two men one of whom was a farmhand and the 

other was felt to be a rich person.   Moments later this coach would return down the lane containing 

woman and both of the men.   The coach was heading towards the nearby Mardleybury Pond.  
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On the way back to the church where the team had parked up the spirit of the man with the cloth cap 

was again encountered sitting on one of the chairs waiting for the team to return and then he followed 

the team back to the churchyard.      

 

Mardleybury Pond 

It now made sense for the team to follow the route of this carriage down to Mardleybury pond. Where 

it is known that in past times a woman was killed when a coach she was travelling in crashed into the 

pond because it was going too fast downhill to go around the corner at the bottom of the hill.  

 

Past LPS investigations at this location have resulted in a woman’s voice on EVP being heard calling 

for help. One this occasion the team encountered a number of cars that were going too fast for this 

particular road and it would seem that somethings do not change.  Although the cars were a distraction 

as the team did not want to get run over.  Members of the team still felt that at the bottom of this pond 

were some of the remains of the actual carriage itself. 

 

Summing up it was an eventful evening in most places except the church area itself which was the main 

focus of the investigation and was very quiet.    
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