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Background 

Yielden, or Yelden, Castle was a large early Norman motte castle with two baileys. The medieval motte 

with two baileys, probably dating to the 12th century. You can still trace the line of banks and ditches 

encircling a castle mound, but evidence of the original keep is long gone. Fragments of later medieval 

stonework can still be seen, however.  

 

The River Til flows through the western ditch, suggesting that the river was used to create a water-

filled moat. The Trailly family held the site from the time of the Domesday Book (1086) until the 13th 

century, so they would seem to be the most likely candidates for builders. Excavations have revealed 

that there was a round stone tower atop the motte with walls 4 feet thick. It seems likely that a 

drawbridge linked the tower to the inner bailey. Some of the stonework was heavily burned, suggesting 

the possibility of a siege. 

 

The mound is 160 feet by 220 feet around the base with the highest point 25 feet above ground level 

and during excavations the stone foundations of a tower or shell keep were found. The bailey is thought 

to have had a stone wall and the excavations also found the base of a tower in the south-west corner. 

The castle appears to have fallen into ruins by 1360. 

 

LPS had never visit this location before and there is no known haunting connected to this site.  The 

evening provided clear skies with some slight cloud and a slight warm breeze.  Conditions were dry 

and perfect for an investigation. 

 

21.00 Investigation Begins 

21:00 Dawn takes a temperature reading of Temp 27° at the top of the mound while Andy sweeps the 

area with an EMF meter.  Slight noise pollution was noted by Dawn coming from the residents nearby. 

Various pictures were taken. The IR video recorder, rem pod and K2 metre were started. The team 

placed sound recorders in the area and asked a series of questions.  

The team saw a very bright light in the sky, like a bright star it was stationary. It was noted that the sky 

was exceptionally clear with high visibility all around from their location. 

21:40 Dawn takes a temperature reading of 23°  

21.40 EVP session at the top of the main mound of the castle begins. Dawn felt the atmosphere change 

to an overwhelming sense of sadness, along with the sense of a female spirit being present in front of 

her. A servant from possibly the Victorian era, she seemed very distraught about a missing loved one 

who had gone away never to return and was weeping considerably.  Sound recordings indicate the team 

were not alone as a male voice can be heard near the team but sadly we cannot make out what he is 

saying.   
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Dawn’s description of the woman was as follows  

Middle aged woman dressed in a long sleeved brown cotton dress to the floor, wearing a white apron 

and bonnet see below;  

 

The team offered help to the woman and assured her she no longer had to wait, she could move on. 

After about 15 minutes Dawn could no longer feel the presence of the servant lady and it was felt that    

she had moved on and had not been linked to the site but was only interested in what the team were 

doing. 

21:55 Dawn gets Goosebumps  

21:59 Temp 20° An Ovilus box question session took place with random and unrelated responses. 

22:03 Dawns camera falls over by itself, but this was not deemed to be paranormal 

22:20 – 22:40 A strong beam of light was observed traveling under and around a cloud in the far 

distance, sometimes appearing in a figure of eight repetitively. The only possible explanation for this 

was maybe it was car headlights beaming off a body of water onto the clouds or just beaming onto the 

clouds as they came uphill.  This still needs to be investigated further to ascertain the origin of the 

lights. 

 

The bright light which was assumed to be a star from the earlier sighting moved down vertically, and 

then disappeared completely. The team concluded the object was unidentifiable especially in the 

manner it had not moved at all during the course of the evening, and then suddenly disappeared and in 

the true sense of the word this was an unidentified flying object. 

22:40 Considerable Temperature drop to 19° the team are in the dry moat area of the castle. 

22:59 EVP experiment – No activity recorded in this area 

23:09 - End of castle investigation.   

23:25 – 23:35 St. Margarete Church Investigation.  

The team briefly visited the village church to see if it would be suitable for a future investigation The 

team did not pick up on anything but the church is surrounded by large barns which have been 

renovated for homes and parking is very limited.  


