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Background 
Minsden Chapel is mentioned in the Doomsday book as being held by King William, the chapel is 
haunted by a phantom monk, which was photographed in 1907. The monk is traditionally said to 
appear at midnight on all Hallows Eve to the Northeast of the chapel.  
 
Some witnesses have heard faint music from the chapel, Peter Underwood the once president of a 
Ghost Club spent a vigil here and heard the sound of distant music, he also witnesses a white glowing 
cross on one of the walls, which disappeared and then reappeared.  
 
The ruin is remote, very atmospheric and was well worth a visit, although it is in a dangerous condition 
and we had to be aware of falling masonry. The chapel, now a ruin is made of flint nodules and dates 
to the 14th Century, when it was a stop off point on the pilgrim route to St Albans Abbey.  
 
By the 17th Century the chapel was a picturesque ruin, which was still used by those of a more 
romantic disposition for weddings. By 1725 the bells had been robbed from the chapel and the danger 
of falling masonry had put an end to the open-air marriages. In the early part of the twentieth century 
the chapel became linked with Reginald Hine a local historian who researched into the chapel 
extensively. It was during one of his visits in 1907 that his companion photographed a phantom monk 
coming out of the ruins. Reginald committed suicide in strange circumstances at Hitchin railway station 
in 1949. He calmly stepped in front of a train while during a conversation with one of his friends. 
 
Twentieth century historian Reginald Hine was a frequent visitor of the chapel, so enamoured with the 
ruins he obtained a lifetime lease of the building from the vicars of Hitchin.  Hine ordered "trespassers 
and sacrilegious persons take warning, for I will proceed against them with the utmost rigour of the 
law, and, after my death and burial, I will endeavour, in all ghostly ways, to protect and haunt its 
hallowed walls".  In 1907, Hine along with Hitchin photographer Thomas Latchmore and etcher 
Frederick Griggs claimed they successfully photographed the image of a ghostly monk emerging from 
the ruin’s stone walls.  Whilst sensational at the time, the image is now considered a fake, but Hine 
never admitted to this. 

Hine, who suffered from depression in his later years, committed suicide in 1949 by jumping in front of 
a train at Hitchin railway station.  His body was cremated at Golders Green crematorium, and his 
ashes were scattered at Minsden Chapel on 19th April 1949.  Hine’s family marked his death and 
attachment to the chapel by placing a memorial stone at the site. 

In more recent years, an important and strong key line from St Michael’s Mount to Norfolk (which 
touches both Glastonbury and Royston Cave) has been identified as passing through the site of 
Minsden Chapel.  Begging the question, was the site once home to a pagan temple with the chapel 
being built on its foundations.   
 
Much phenomena has reportedly been observed at the ruins - from the hearing of music and the 
tolling of bells to the ghostly spectre of a murdered nun, the spirit of a roaming small child and an 
apparition that ascends a long since vanished flight of stairs at the chapel’s North East corner.  Not 
forgetting the rumours of secret underground tunnels that lead away from chapel.  
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Hitchen’s very own broadcaster, writer and actor, Richard Whitmore reported that  ‘’there is a growing 
theory among the students of the supernatural that the ruins, while not haunted in the general sense of 
the word, do contain a ‘presence’ of some kind; a force that some have found restorative and others 
disturbing’’ 
 
LPS has been investigating Minsden Chapel many times since 2003 and while the ruin has changed 
much in the last seventeen years as parts of it have fallen down. There is one constant that remains 
intact throughout all those investigations and that is a sinister entity that lurks within the outside 
confines of the chapel. It was noticeable however that there was a total absence of animal and nature 
sounds within the close proximity of the chapel. 
 
 
Environmental factors  
On the night of the investigation It is a damp, cool (approx. 6°) and clear evening with no notable 
breeze. The rustling of leaves and vegetation with the occasional twig snap is heard, as is the 
occasional sound of aircraft. The typical sounds associated with investigators’ clothing, footwear and 
equipment is audible.  The chapel is only accessible on foot via a muddy farmers field and steep uphill 
walk to a public footpath entrance at the edge of the woodlands.  The public footpath has been 
blocked by several large tree branches; and a new fence, it looks as though these have been 
deliberately placed to prevent entry.   

The Chapel is located just a short distance in.  It is nothing more than a ruinous shell nestled within a 
small woodland. Team members examine and photographically document the ruins and immediate 
surrounding area on arrival.  Odd bits of debris are noted, a broken chair, shopping basket, plastic 
container and cans / bottles. No notable smells or off feelings are picked up. 

21.00 Investigation begins with paired investigator silent vigils. 

Each allocated pair of investigators carry out a 10-minute silent vigil on rotation in three separate 
areas  

1) Hine’s grave  

2) front of Chapel  

3) rear of chapel.   

21.10 – 21.20 Ben and Marie (pair one) both mentions noticing An eerie mist manifesting at the rear of 
the chapel in the woodland area.  Ben reports he smelt a sulphur like burning odour.  Marie explains 
she heard a sound akin to someone walking on leaves which made her jump.  Both report that they 
sensed someone or something coming up behind them when during the ‘front of chapel’ vigil. 

Roland and Mandy (pair two) both mentions noticing an appearing mist during the ‘rear of chapel’ vigil.  
Roland notes how surprisingly quite it was too, with a dearth of animal activity noise and the expected 
environmental noise given the woodland location.   

Andy, Ocean and Connie (odd pair three) all report observing a mist during their ‘rear of chapel’ vigil.  
Ocean also notes how quite the rear area is, as though there is an emptiness / deadness.  Andy 
mentions that he was drawn to a large tree during the ‘front of chapel’ vigil.  Connie says they 
experienced several odours – carrots, paper, iron and fish, they also observed a fast-moving small 
light travelling just above ground level pass by them and felt as though they were surrounded by 
coldness.  Ocean and Connie both report the movement of lower branches during the ‘grave vigil’ 
despite the absence of breeze and the sound of twigs snapping nearby. 

22.12 SB7 Spirit box Session at front of the chapel. 

Marie senses that a tomb or basement of some sort is located in the area where we are seated.  Andy 
notes that the temperature has dropped.  The team moves the session to a small opening at the rear 
of the chapel after 10 minutes as SB7 is not giving up any information.  Ben asks ‘Try and 
communicate with us’ SB7 outputs what sounds like ‘shut up’.  Marie asks ‘Do you want us to be here’, 
SB7 outputs ‘No’.   Andy says ‘Say hello to us’, SB7 outputs ‘Hello’.  A few moments later SB7 outputs 
what sounds like ‘Ollie’ and then ‘baldy’ ‘people’ ‘go away’ and ‘wouldn’t want me’.   
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The investigation team then splits up with Roland, Mandy, Ocean and Connie remaining in the 
woodland opening and the remaining investigators returning to the Chapel to retrieve further 
equipment.  Roland and Mandy tell Ocean and Connie about their experience in the woodland 
opening during the break a short while earlier.  Both sensed an energy and heard a strange shriek 
accompanied by the sound of something heavy footed running towards them. 

22.30 Woodland area Olivus Three Experiment. 

The team reconvenes in the woodland opening with the Olivus which comes out with the words ‘apple’ 
and ‘tin’ and several of investigator’s notice a mist appear towards to the front edge of the opening.  
Olivus outputs a stream of words amid questions such as ‘what’s your name’ ‘who are you’ and One of 
the words identified was the word ‘Animal’ and Ben at the time was wearing a black hooded top with 
the word ANIMAL in large font across the front 

 

– Holiday, records, men, Africa, sent, glance, climb, possible, rabbit, short, hide, built, haste, Paul, run, 
kiss, foliage and die. As Olivus appears not to be making much sense investigators split into two 
teams again.  Roland, Mandy, Ocean and Connie (Team 1) remain in the opening in the woodland 
area, while Andy, Marie and Ben (Team 2) return to the Chapel.  

 

Team 1 venture further into to woodland opening to try and rouse the energy by whistling and asking it 
to copy.  Connie is drawn to an old tree about 20 feet or so directly in front of the team and decides to 
carry out a silent vigil beside it.  As the team call out for the energy to show itself, make a noise and so 
forth, Connie notes that they feel quite a bit colder at their vigil point, and Mandy and Ocean note that 
their hands have become very cold.  Ocean hears a movement noise to her left which did not appear 
consistent with that an animal might make, it was akin to a shuffle, then another shuffle and then 
nothing further   

As there appeared to be no further notable activity, Team 1 re-joined Team 2 by the Chapel.  Team 2 
reports that Olvius had output the words ‘outside’ and ‘seat’ during their vigil and that the temperature 
had noticeably dropped.  Other than that, they had not observed or experienced any other activity, 
reporting that the area felt tranquil and sanctuary like.  

22.50 End of investigation  

The team concluded their investigation at 22.50 hours as by this time the outside temperature had 
noticeably dropped by about 5 degrees and some members had travelled from as far afield as 
London. 

 

Analysis and results. 

Whilst Minsden Chapel was not as active as some of the sites visited by investigators, it did provide 
several interesting phenomena. The most notable being the appearance of intermittent, isolated 
floating patches of mist to the rear of the Chapel, which was observed by all.   

Several odours were detected by several investigators and it is tempting to associate these with 
psychic forces and unpleasant presences, however, these could be attributed to environmental factors 
– woodland setting and ground saturation.  Sulphur, iron and fish odours can occur when sulphur 
bacteria naturally present in groundwater breakdown and release hydrogen sulphide gas. Sulphur and 
iron accumulation can also be detected in decayed sodden wood, thus emit odour. Similarly, 
vegetative odours such as carrot and those associated with wood by-products such as paper would 
not be unsurprising in a woodland setting.  

The sound of twigs snapping, scuffling sounds and branches moving despite the absence of breeze is 
unremarkable given the landscape. The sound of something running towards investigators, however, 
is a little more difficult to explain. The type of wildlife encountered in UK woodland will naturalistically 
shy away from human contact, rather than gravitate at speed towards it, as experienced by two 
investigators. The shriek/scream exhibited by said form could not be identified or ascribed, despite 
discussion on the matter.  It should be noted that the two investigators that experienced the 
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unidentifiable form where the same two involved in the ‘mist’ photo.  Is it possible that a psychic 
energy was attracted to them during the investigation?   

Also noteworthy is that several investigators commented on the dark silence to rear of the chapel 
during the paired silent vigils.  British occultist and author, David Farrant reports several accounts of 
visitors to the Chapel experiencing similar atmospheric silence and darkness in the past.  He points 
out that ‘Animals, at least, are known to be susceptible to certain ‘influences’ often undetected by the 
human senses and will avoid spots where these may be especially potent.’   Certainly, the SB7 output 
in the woodland opening behind the Chapel indicated that we were not welcome - Ben ‘Try and 
communicate with us’ SB7 outputs ‘shut up’.  Marie ‘Do you want us to be here’, SB7 outputs ‘No’.   
Andy ‘Say hello to us’, SB7 outputs ‘Hello’, followed by ‘Ollie’ ‘baldy’ ‘people’ ‘go away’ and ‘wouldn’t 
want me’ 

Overall, Minsden Chapel presents an interesting place to visit and whilst it did not appear particularly 
active collectively, given investigators’ experiences to the rear of the Chapel it certainly warrants a 
return visit. 

Results  

EVP - None 

Photographic Evidence - During a break, at the rear of the chapel, Roland asked for an energy to 
reveal itself by Mandy’s shoulders and he took a sequence of photos.  One photo revealed an ethereal 
mist floating to the right of Mandy’s shoulders. Arguably given the site’s saturated ground, woodland 
location and that the was air moist, it wouldn’t be particularly remarkable for mist to be observed.  
However, it’s curious that the mist appeared in only one of a sequence of photos shot no more than 
seconds apart and that it was only observed to the rear of the chapel rather than being more 
widespread throughout the area.  

Film - None 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


