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Background 
Minsden Chapel is mentioned in the Doomsday book as being held by King William, the chapel is 
haunted by a phantom monk, which was photographed in 1907. The monk is traditionally said to 
appear at midnight on all Hallows Eve to the Northeast of the chapel.  
 
Some witnesses have heard faint music from the chapel, Peter Underwood the once president of a 
Ghost Club spent a vigil here and heard the sound of distant music, he also witnesses a white glowing 
cross on one of the walls, which disappeared and then reappeared.  
 
The ruin is remote, very atmospheric and was well worth a visit, although it is in a dangerous 
condition, and we had to be aware of falling masonry. The chapel, now a ruin is made of flint nodules 
and dates to the 14th Century, when it was a stop off point on the pilgrim route to St Albans Abbey.  
 
By the 17th Century the chapel was a picturesque ruin, which was still used by those of a more 
romantic disposition for weddings. By 1725 the bells had been robbed from the chapel and the danger 
of falling masonry had put an end to the open-air marriages. In the early part of the twentieth century 
the chapel became linked with Reginald Hine a local historian who researched into the chapel 
extensively. It was during one of his visits in 1907 that his companion photographed a phantom monk 
coming out of the ruins. Reginald committed suicide in strange circumstances at Hitchin railway station 
in 1949. He calmly stepped in front of a train while during a conversation with one of his friends. 
 
Twentieth century historian Reginald Hine was a frequent visitor of the chapel, so enamoured with the 
ruins he obtained a lifetime lease of the building from the vicars of Hitchin.  Hine ordered "trespassers 
and sacrilegious persons take warning, for I will proceed against them with the utmost rigour of the 
law, and, after my death and burial, I will endeavour, in all ghostly ways, to protect and haunt its 
hallowed walls".  In 1907, Hine along with Hitchin photographer Thomas Latchmore and etcher 
Frederick Griggs claimed they successfully photographed the image of a ghostly monk emerging from 
the ruin’s stone walls.  Whilst sensational at the time, the image is now considered a fake, but Hine 
never admitted to this. 

Hine, who suffered from depression in his later years, committed suicide in 1949 by jumping in front of 
a train at Hitchin railway station.  His body was cremated at Golders Green crematorium, and his 
ashes were scattered at Minsden Chapel on 19th April 1949.  Hine’s family marked his death and 
attachment to the chapel by placing a memorial stone at the site. 

In more recent years, an important and strong key line from St Michael’s Mount to Norfolk (which 
touches both Glastonbury and Royston Cave) has been identified as passing through the site of 
Minsden Chapel.  Begging the question, was the site once home to a pagan temple with the chapel 
being built on its foundations.   
 
Many phenomena has reportedly been observed at the ruins - from the hearing of music and the 
tolling of bells to the ghostly spectre of a murdered nun, the spirit of a roaming small child and an 
apparition that ascends a long since vanished flight of stairs at the chapel’s North East corner.  Not 
forgetting the rumours of secret underground tunnels that lead away from chapel.  
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Hitchen’s very own broadcaster, writer and actor, Richard Whitmore reported that  ‘’there is a growing 
theory among the students of the supernatural that the ruins, while not haunted in the general sense of 
the word, do contain a ‘presence’ of some kind; a force that some have found restorative and others 
disturbing’’ 
 
As the years pass by Minsden Chapel is sadly deteriorating more and more as it is taken back by 
nature and it would appear that the local farmer has made efforts to stop people visiting the site with 
the erection of a small 3-foot fence which has been erected all around the Chapel ruin boundaries. It is 
fair to say that if you didn't know that the Chapel was there you would unlikely now see it from the 
public rights of way footpath that runs straight through the farmer’s field. Parts of the building have 
been covered in foliage and the grass is high, so nettles were a big problem to navigate around. 
 
 
Pre-investigation. 
21:00 The team arrived at the small car park at Hitchwood Lane s and introductions were made in 
order to welcome Marianne to the team led by team leader Andy for the evening. 
 
The walk from the Car Park to Minsden Chapel takes about twenty minutes and the first part is about 
sixty metres along a fairly busy B Road. Torches were the order of the day, and the relevant health 
and safety briefing was passed by Ben who led the team in strict single file along the road edge to 
ensure that all made it home that night in one piece 
 
21:30 – 21:50 
Members were given twenty minutes to walk around the site, take photographs and video's and to give 
them time to tune into their surroundings in order to see what they could pick up as individuals and to 
ascertain if they were drawn to any areas either inside the Chapel ruin boundaries or out. All members 
in attendance received this positively and a quick five-minute discussion took place at the conclusion 
of the twenty minutes with various member results. 
 
Marie notes that when you look through the chapel there is a window at the far end. This is where on 
our last visit Ben and I did a silent figural on the outer side and I was spooked my horrible noise. I then 
went to the outer right side and that was a different story. I felt being watched and that I needed to be 
on my guard. I wasn’t an evil feeling but felt I needed to be causes. 
  
  
21:52 – 23:00 Investigation begins 
The first experiment of the evening took place within the confines of the Chapel walls with two light up 
trigger objects / balls placed at the parameter of the Chapel. One was placed under the arch, and one 
was placed on a footpath leading into the Chapel ruin from the rear of the Chapel. A location that LPS 
had previously experienced Paranormal activity! The use of an EMF meter placed within the centre of 
the team who had formed a circle of chairs within the Chapel was also employed.  
 
The team took a further fifteen or so minutes to commence a silent vigil in order to tune into the 
surroundings and see what else was picked up as a group. During this period there were no 
activations of light from either of the trigger objects / balls. 
 
At 22:08 hours Andy turned on the Ovilus 3 which has become an LPS regular, and this yielded the 
following words and results: 
 
Ledge,  
marker,  
quill (In response to Rachel W borrowing Andy's light up pen),  
bible,  
our,  
human,  
muse,  
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veronica,  
although,  
site,  
compound,  
Paul,  
Mercury,  
light, 
initial,  
rabbit,  
squeeze,  
tree,  
appear,  
lay,  
glance,  
kite,  
tin, (22.24-22.26) Trigger object situated on access path activates and illuminates. No one is sat within 
five feet of it and no obvious movement nearby. Andy is closest member sat to it and records on his 
Camcorder 
Supper - 22:26 hours Trigger object stops. Despite the trigger object being illuminated for over a 
minute only one word comes from the Ovilus 3 during that time!! 
Window Trigger object starts again and stops again almost immediately 
Though,  
possible,  
soon,  
carol,  
Jesus,  
outside,  
carrier,  
hug,  
amount,  
compete (Trigger object activates again and goes on and off for about a minute). 
Malevolent,  
Entire (ball lights up) 
Dope – (Andy is making a joke at the time). 
Send (ball lights up) 
Time (when we were discussing the time)  
6  
Mischievous, (Question asked by Maria ' Are you a mischievous spirit' which resulted in the response). 
mallow,  
teacher  
quiet,  
zoo  
wave,  
ball  
paranormal (Marie and Rachel W hear a sound behind Marie like a bag dropping) 
Information,  
Spring (ball lights up 
Bike (ball lights up) 
Beat,  
solo,  
double, 
might,  
automatic,  
apple,  
run,  
15,  
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moment,  
soldiers,  
pine,  
course,  
kiss, 
laugh (when we were laughing about a joke),  
Saturn (ball lights up and there is a spike on the trifield meter). 
Uncle,  
Jim 
Down (By this point all energy had seemed to have been depleted as long gaps between words were 
starting to appear and the temperature had noticeably dropped by several degrees). 
22.50 experiment ends 
 
23.00 – 23.20 Area experiment 
The team is divided up into two teams and Marie, Sonia, Marianne walk round the back of the chapel 
to an area Marie sensed there was a spirit that want her to go there. 
 
Marie reported that herself and Sheila and Lou went towards the area that the Orb in my photos was 
going. This led us to a wood area. We called out took more photos but there was no response but 
made us have a feeling of calm and peace  
 
Andy and Ben remain in the chapel with no responses or observations as the area is calm.   
  
 
23.30 – 00.00 Silent Vigil  
The team turn all equipment off and sits quietly  
  
 
Post Investigation 
Marianne notices on one of her photographs from earlier there is a vertical streak of light in the corner 
near the back archway,  
Rachel W checks her photos, and a smudgy streak is also noticed but horizontally in that area.  
Marie reports that she was shocked and upset how over grown it had become. Over time the Chapel 
will be lost and forgotten in time and that is sad. The night gave us good results, so we can write 
interesting reports and hope through LPS the Chapel can live on.  
 


