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Background History 
In 1870 tile old Norman church on this site had been allowed to get into such a state of 
disrepair that the Parish were advised not to restore it but to rebuild. The last service was held 
on Easter Sunday that year. 
 
The Revd. Arthur Coles Haviland had become the Rector of Lilley in 1868 and upon his arrival 
he had found both the church itself and religious life in the Parish in a parlous state. 
Fortunately, the living at that time provided a good income from Tithe rent (sadly not so now!) 
and Arthur Haviland was a man of enthusiasm, drive and some wealth. He took the bold 
decision to rebuild the church at the cost of £3,600 which he raised by public subscription and 
a generous donation from the then squire, George Sowerby. 
 
Thomas Jekyll was appointed Architect. He retained some features from the old church, and 
the new Sf. Peter's church was duly consecrated on St. Peter's Day, June 29, 1871. At that 
time Lilley was in the Diocese of Rochester until it came under the newly formed See of St 
Albans in 1898. 
 
The Church 
The design is simple in Early Decorated style consisting of Tower, Nave, Chancel and Vestry 
and to the south of the Chancel the Sowerby Chapel which forms the roof of a family vault, a 
remnant of the old church no longer in use. The whole church is faced with local undressed 
flint stones. One enters the church through the south door via an entrance porch containing 
some memorials from the old church including the 1620 monument to the Dowcra family, 
Elizabethan owners of Lilley. St Peters church is very well kept at the graves and graveyard 
are clearly maintained to a high standard 
 
Pre -Investigation  
Clear skies and it was very cold, the ground was very wet which would rule out orbs except 
those made by the moisture in the air.  Traffic could be heard on the nearby A505 and the main 
road that ran past the front of the church this would also result in flashes of light from car 
headlights that may debunk any possible spirit lights.  Lastly the odd dog walker was observed 
by the team walking around the front of the church.  
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For the first part of the investigation the team made their way to the back of the church yard to 
conduct a silent vigil in order to tune in to their surroundings and see what each individual 
member picked up. Three flashing balls were placed at various locations within a twenty-metre 
radius of the team. 
 
21:00 Investigation begins  
 Andy is seated on his own at the far edge of the cemetery next to a treeline that separates the 
cemetery from the nearby field.  While on his own he hears what sounds like footsteps going 
behind him in the field behind him.  However, this could be debunked as the sound of a wild 
animal moving through the nearby bushes  
 
21:12 Silent Vigil Team settle down for a silent vigil at the edge of the cemetery facing the 
church. 
21:15 Andy observes what looks like half a figure an arm and head shoulders half a body 
floating across the graves towards the side of the church. 
   
Maria senses round head soldiers from the civil war on the road. And behind her a very faint 
whispering. Please note behind me was a hedge and beyond that a field. This is all I seemed 
to sense in this  

 
21:25 Ben was startled by a pheasant that flew out of a bush or tree a short distance behind 
him in a nearby field 
21:25 Ben saw a shadow shaped the size of two rugby balls move from right to left at breakneck 
speed at a height in front of him of around 12 feet. Neither Andy nor Maria saw this shadow 
which was strange. Ben felt it had moved too quickly to have been an owl however he did not 
discount it potentially being a bat but who knows! All he knew was that it moved extremely 
quickly across the night sky, which was clear, cold with stars in the background 
21:30 Silent vigil Ends 
21:35 Olivius experiment begins 
The team ask questions were asking such like “is anyone here, what is your name, was you a 
priest her” and so on the response we got are as follows. 

21:54 Olivus Experiment Ends 

 
 
22:40 EMF experiment held in the centre of cemetery with team members facing different 
directions and one of the team using headphones attached to a sound recorder. This was a 
sequence calling with Andy asking a question first then after a minute or so to give spirit an 
opportunity to respond, Marie asked a question followed by Ben. At one point one of the sensors 
lit up but that was all.  
 

22:00 Stone Tape Experiment at the church building main doorway. 

The Stone Tape theory is the speculation that ghosts and hauntings are analogous to tape 
recordings, and that mental impressions during emotional or traumatic events can be projected 
in the form of energy, "recorded" onto rocks and other items and "replayed" under certain 
conditions. The idea draws inspiration and shares similarities with views of 19th-century 
intellectualists and psychic researchers, such as Charles Babbage, Eleonor 
Sidgwick and Edmund Gurney. Contemporarily, the concept was popularized by a 1972 
Christmas ghost story called The Stone Tape, produced by the BBC. Following the play's 
popularity, the idea and the term "stone tape" were retrospectively and inaccurately attributed 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghosts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haunting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tape_recorder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tape_recorder
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Stone_Tape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC
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to the British archaeologist turned parapsychologist T. C. Lethbridge, who believed that ghosts 
were not spirits of the deceased, but were simply non-interactive recordings similar to a movie. 

LPS has conducted this experiment on a couple of investigations with some good results and 
now often includes this method of investigation on an investigation rather than just relying on 
technology.   

Maria felt not much but then the soldiers came back to her, and she felt she had a round head 
uniform on. The soldiers seemed to be resting but guarding at the same as a protector of the 
church which he always feels when investigations are at churches.  

22:00 hours the team moved down closer to the search where once again flashing cat balls 
were strategically placed within a twenty-metre radius of the team, EVP and Cameras were set 
to record.  Ben once again felt an immense connection to the Church and is drawn to the Church 
with an overwhelming sense that in a previous time he has been and continues to be a protector 
of the Church of England. Experiment concluded at 22:30 

 

22:30 – 23:00 Final vigil near a sectioned off family grave  

With the weather becoming very cold and damp which was affecting our pens when writing 
anything down and with nothing noted in this area the team called it a day due to Freezing 
conditions. 
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