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Willington – Manor Site 

Background 

It is said that the ghost of Sir John Gostwick has been seen strolling around the stables and dovecote 

that used to be part of Willington Manor. Sir John was Master of the Horse to Cardinal Thomas 

Wolsey, Archbishop of York and chief minister to King Henry VIII. He is credited with building the 

stables and dovecote which are the only parts remaining of his once substantial house. His ghost has 

also been seen walking around the site of his manor house and making its way to St Lawrence’s church. 

Pre-Vigil 

20:33 On arriving at the site Bill, Dee, Steph and Trevor were standing in the car park by the dovecote 

talking. Suddenly Dee remarked that she had seen someone walk from the right-hand southern 

door of the dovecote towards the right-hand (east) corner of the dovecote. She said that the 

figure was very clear. Dee and Bill went to investigate with Dee walking clockwise round the 

building and Bill anticlockwise. They met up again near the west corner without meeting 

anyone else. On the way round Bill checked the field to the east and north but could see no one 

within about fifty metres of the fence beside the dovecote. 

General 

The night was a cold one with virtually no wind. The air was moist and there was evident condensation 

on the grass. The sky was clear with no moon (New Moon). There was a constant sound of traffic 

coming from the northeast and general road noise coming from the A421, the A603 and the A1, 

covering the entire area from the west through the north to the east. There were also bird noises coming 

from the north (flooded sand and gravel pits near the Great Ouse) and from the wooded area to the 

south of the church. The sounds from the south were quite loud at times especially from the southwest. 

The area was a dark one with very few lights nearby. 

Vigil 1: St Lawrence’s Church – 20:54 to 21:30 

For this vigil the team sat on a hexagonal bench to the south of the south porch of the church. Bill sat 

facing north (towards the south porch) and Elaine sat facing south-southwest towards the entrance in 

the south corner of the churchyard. For the positions of the team members see the plan on the next 

page. 

21:00 Bill measures the temperature at between -5 and -6ºC. 

 Elaine hears an owl in the distance. She places her digital sound recorder on the bench. 

21:07 Elaine gets the impression of a man all dressed in dark clothing walking on the other side of the 

wall. 

21:11 As Elaine was looking to her left where the two trees are she see a dark shadow peering around 

wondering what we were doing. 
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21:12 Bill hears a squeak like 

a moving door latch or 

a door hinge, coming 

from the direction of 

the south porch. 

21:14 Elaine hears something 

being dragged along 

gravel. 

21:15 Bill measures the 

temperature at between 

-4.5 and -5ºC. 

21:23 Elaine has the 

impression of a little 

boy about six years 

old. He was wearing a 

white shirt and cream 

breaches, he had 

blonde curly hair. 

Elaine also gets the 

name William. 

21:25 A small dark patch is 

seen by Bill to the 

right of the south porch 

and moving to the 

right, as if along the path in front of the church, at about walking pace. After a short distance 

Bill lost sight of it for it to reappear about seven metres further right crossing in front of 

gravestones by the south wall of the church. It was then moving very rapidly (about running 

pace) and was just short of the height of the gravestones. 

21:28 Elaine kicks her chair on the floor. 

Vigil 2: Stables – 21:40 to 22:10 

For this vigil Bill sat just northeast of the west corner of the stables facing northwest, whilst Elaine sat 

about two metres northwest of the south corner of the stables facing south-southwest as shown on the 

plan above. 

Bill noted that bird sounds coming from the north-northwest and west-northwest were very noticeable 

during this vigil. There was also constant traffic noise coming from the northwest by west (the A421). 

Elaine measured the temperature at +2.5ºC and placed her sound recorder on the ground near the stable 

window. 

21:42 Bill measures the temperature at between -2.5 and -3.5ºC. 

21:46 A very large meteor to the north is noted by Bill heading down towards the horizon at an angle 

of about 20º west. It was slow moving and first appeared at an elevation of 30º and disappeared 

at an elevation of 5º. 
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21:49 Elaine hears footsteps to her left. 

21:52 Elaine hears geese in the background. 

21:55 Elaine has the feeling of being watched. 

21:59 Elaine senses someone standing next to her and hears the sound of chiffon. 

22:01 Bill notes that an outside light comes on illuminating the whole of the field to his left 

(southwest) The light is on a building at Manor Farm to the Southwest and was triggered by a 

rabbit running across the grass in front of it. 

22:02 The light comes on by the house which is set off by a rabbit Elaine feels really uncomfortable 

and can not wait for the vigil to end. 

22:03 A second light comes on and is noted by Bill, again triggered by a rabbit, at Manor Farm. This 

light was a lot dimmer than the first one. 

22:04 Bill measures the temperature at between -2 and -3ºC on the grass and between -0.5 and 0ºC on 

the building wall behind him. 

22:05 Elaine’s camera is playing up, this could be due to the cold. 

22:06 The main light at Manor Farm is observed by Bill to go off 

22:07 The dimmer light at Manor Farm is observed by Bill to go off 

22:09 Bill hears a faint sound like someone going ‘Ooh!’ coming from the west by north. 

Vigil 3: Dovecote – 22:20 to 22:50 

For this vigil Bill sat by the north corner of the dovecote facing north-northeast whilst Elaine sat 

between the doors on the south-southeast side of the dovecote facing southeast. For the positions of the 

team members see the plan on the previous page. 

Elaine measured the temperature at +1.7ºC, then hung her sound recorder by the door to the dovecote. 

22:24 Bill measures the temperature at between -3 and -3.5ºC on the grass and -1ºC on the building 

behind him. 

 Just after measuring the temperature Bill thought he heard a tinkling sound coming from over 

his right shoulder towards the car park. As he looked round he heard several wheezing sounds 

coming from very close to his right shoulder, towards the corner of the dovecote. The sounds 

gave him cold shivers. The noise consisted of what sounded like three wheezy inhalations and 

exhalations. 

22:28 Elaine senses a lady standing next to her wearing a chiffon dress, as Elaine can hear it rubbing 

together and is wondering if this is the same lady from Vigil 2. 

22:32 Elaine hears a grunting sound to her left. When Elaine asked Bill at the end of the vigil if there 

were any pigs around Bill replied that he wasn’t aware of any. 

22:37 Bill sees a bright patch of light about twelve centimetres across on the grass about two and a 

half metres away to the northeast by east. At the time he was facing almost north-northeast (35º 

away). The light was in the bottom right of his field of vision and only lasted a second, 

disappearing as he looked round at it. There was no source of light in any direction that could 

have caused a light on the grass or as a reflection in his glasses. 
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22:40 Elaine sees a white figure walk across the front of the stables. 

22:45 Bill notes that the sky is now covered with a thin layer of cloud and that a slight breeze has 

sprung up coming from the east. 

Post-Vigils 

Bill’s emf meter was on during the entire investigation and located in his pocket. It did not beep at any 

time so the level never went up to 2mG. 

Wilden – Ravensden Road 

Background 

The Ravensden Road runs between Wilden and Ravensden and is haunted by the ghost of a witch. A 

local tale says that a bride and groom saw the witch as they passed though Wilden about seventy years 

ago. She wore a black bonnet beneath which her features were coarse and masculine. She turned her 

head towards the bride and gave her a malevolent glare. 

In 1873 Mrs Goodall and her daughter were travelling along the road in a pony and trap in broad 

daylight. They saw a figure walking along the grass verge in long black trailing garments. They too 

were subjected to the glare before the figure disappeared. Later the Goodall's described the figure as 

‘fiendish' with a coarse and ugly face which appeared almost masculine. When Mrs Goodall made 

enquiries about the area she was told that the stretch of road in question had long had a reputation for 

being haunted. The Goodall's were later interviewed by a representative of the Society for Psychical 

Research who declared their sighting as being genuine. 

General 

The night was a cold one with almost no wind. The sky was overcast. The area was a dark one as there 

are virtually no lights along the road. Apart from an occasional car on the road the area was a very quiet 

one. 

Investigation: 23:34 to 00:30 

For this investigation the team walked along the road from the north end of Wilden High Street, just 

beyond the northern edge of the village, to Church End at the northern end of Ravensden as shown on 

the plan on the next page. 

00:00 The team reach the entrance to The Courtyard (Crow Hill Farm). Just after they pass the 

entrance Bill finds himself sliding across the road. In this area there is water flowing across the 

road which by this time had frozen solid. 

00:07 The team reach the edge of Ravensden. 

00:10 The team start the return journey to Wilden. 

The biggest surprise in the walk was the outbound leg as we approached Elm Cottages when the air 

was filled with a very noisy engine sound. This was followed by a mass of lights coming down 

Shrubbery Lane which then turned along the Ravensden Road towards the team. When it reached us it 

turned out to be a tanker with so many lights on it and such a strange engine sound that it seemed more 

like something out of Mad Max (or Close Encounters of the Third Kind as it came down Shrubbery 

Lane). 
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Neither Elaine nor Bill picked up on anything during the walk and Bill’s emf meter did not beep at any 

time so the level never went up to 2mG. 

This whole area is quite a damp one with pools, streams and a lot of surface water all of which can 

affect photographs and video due to moisture orbs. 

Equipment List 

Bill Digital Camera: General Electric E1480W 

EMF Detector: Hutech 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: CHY 110 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

Elaine Digital Camera: Kodak C913 

Digital Voice Recorder: VN-2100PC 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Notepad & pen, torch and watch 

 

 


