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Background 

Sharpenhoe Clappers sits on a promontory of chalk downland that stands 60 metres above the 

surrounding flat plain and is said to be haunted by the ghost of Cassivellaunus. 

Cassivellaunus was a British chieftain who led this island’s defences against the Romans during Julius 

Cæsar’s second expedition to Britain in 54 BCE. His territory was north of the Thames and corresponds 

with that of the Catuvellauni tribe. Now he appears as a cloud on Sharpenhoe Clappers and not as a 

human figure as he is said to be wearing his cloak of invisibility which he used to hide his army from 

that of Cæsar. 

Pre-Vigil 

There were two moments prior to the vigils, which Dee felt should be noted. The first was when Dee 

felt somewhat lightheaded near the bench on the path en route to the woods proper that overlooked the 

landscape to the west of the hill. This could easily be attributed to the moderate exertion of walking up 

the hill and along the path at the top, though it felt to Dee that she had ‘walked through a patch of 

static’. The next moment was on the main path in the woods at the top of the hill when Dee felt 

extremely disoriented and off balance. This could easily be attributed to the unevenness of the terrain 

and impaired natural balance.  

Vigil 1: Southeast Corner of Hill Fort – 21:20 to 22:00 

For this vigil the team arranged themselves 

around a hollow which exists in the southeast 

corner of the upper slopes of the wood. A plan 

of the hill showing the vigil sites is given on 

the right. In this area there is a steep rising 

slope to the north which is the remnants of the 

hill fort. To the east the land slopes slowly 

downwards becoming steeper about 20m from 

the vigil site and to the south the land is 

relatively flat (the top of the ridge). The actual 

positions of the team members are shown on 

the plan on the next page. 

At the top of the slope (within the hill fort) it 

was reasonably light, but within the hollow it 

was very dark. There was a lot of traffic noise 

coming from the A6 to the east-southeast. 

There was also the sound of sheep bleating 

coming from the field to the south. Other 

noises were those associated with being in a 

wood. At midnight the moon was 39% full and 

waning. 
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Bill sat at the top of the slope close to the upper footpath 

and facing east-southeast. On the walk up to the site the 

breeze had been fresh bordering on strong with gusts up 

to 10.7m/s. Within the wood the wind was light. Just as 

Bill reached his vigil site a couple walked by on the 

upper path (behind him). 

Dee positions herself on the lower edge of the hollow. 

She decides not to use her digital voice recorder, as there 

was a lot of loud wind noise, traffic and aircraft. Dee 

notes that the natural ambience is quite loud. Marion sat 

with the lane to her left. 

Richard arrived shortly after the vigil started and 

positioned himself on the access path just short of the 

rest of the team. He sat facing east-northeast. At the start 

of the vigil he noted the temperature at +16°C. 

21:24 Steph measures the temperature as +19.1°C. 

21:25 Andy observes Richard arriving. 

 Andy takes a temperature recording of +15.7°C and an EMF recording of zero. 

21:29 Dee notes a strange vehicle horn from the distance. 

 Steph hears what sounds like a man’s voice behind her. She notes it sounded a bit like ‘you…’. 

21:30 Bill notes that someone walks down the access path from the west and stops just below his 

position. This was Richard. 

 Dee takes a moment to try tuning out the loud sounds around her (wind, trees, traffic etc.). 

 Marion decides to move her chair so she is looking down the lane they have just walked up. 

There is no undergrowth between her and a tree about 0.75m to her left. As soon as she sits 

down she feels someone pass by her left side going on down the lane. Something rough brushes 

the left side of her face dragging the back of her ear forward and grating as it goes along. It 

quite hurt and she put her hand up to rub her ear. She had the impression of two different shades 

of brown and cloth with leather, perhaps stitched together with strips of leather or embellished 

in some way. She is sitting on a fold up stool and her ear was about 1.1m from the ground (the 

same height as her husbands’ waist). The leather was dark brown and she had to look up the 

colour of the cloth in her paint box, it was Roman brown. Marion feels this is a man.                                                                                                                              

21:31 Bill notes that there is a gentle breeze gusting up to 3.5m/s coming from the west-northwest. 

21:32 Richard arrives on location saying words akin to “Am I disturbing anyone's evening” which 

may have got onto team members sound recordings. 

 For some reason, Dee feels like she is sitting in the rain – she can almost hear/see it and feel it 

on her skin. 

21:33 Steph hears a sound behind her just to the right which she thought oddly sounded like maracas 

being shaken softly, one beat at a time. As she looks round she sees a flash of light beyond the 

bank of earth. 
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21:34 The temperature is measured by Bill at +17.6°C.  

 A beeping sound (like a lorry reversing) is heard by Bill. This had been going on for several 

minutes and lasted for several minutes more. 

 Richard is settled down at this point. 

 Marion asks if anyone is there and sees a grey shadowy streak pass from left to right in front of 

her. 

21:35 Sarah notes that an aeroplane glides overhead. 

21:38 Dee hears the words “the Norman king” clearly in her mind. 

 Marion sees a tiny dot of pink coloured light, darker on the outside about 3m in front of her and 

1.2m off the ground. She gets the name Malcolm. 

21:40 A brief flash of light shaped like a parallelogram was seen by Bill just to the right of a tree he 

was sitting by (between him and the lower path). The light was to the south and seen just over 

his knee. 

21:41 Dee hears “raising the lantern” clearly in her mind. 

21:42 Dee notices a thick person-sized patch of mist forming in front of her, which then wafts from 

right to left and disappears from her eye line behind a tree. 

 Sarah hears a metallic noise from behind Steph. She suddenly became very cold over her whole 

body. 

21:43 A small spot of light is seen by Bill on a tree to his right. He had been looking at the tree and 

the flash occurred as he looked away. He looked back but there was nothing there. 

 Marion gets the name Richard. 

 Steph keeps looking over her right shoulder as she feels someone is on the bank of earth.  

21:44 Dee ‘hears’ what sounds like “six kingdoms unite on this ground”. 

21:47 Richard hears a sound which appears to sound like a man’s voice (closer to a grumble) but 

cannot understand what was said. Closest idea to what it was like was an “ergh” noise/or like 

being hit. 

 Marion sees dark grey shadows to her right moving about in the trees. She hears what sounds 

like a young man ask “What’s that?” meaning her light-up pen which she has just turned on. 

She explains what it is. 

21:48 Dee sees in her mind’s eye a disturbing image of dead rabbits hanging from the trees all around 

and heads on spikes. (Editor’s Note: The site was used as a mediæval rabbit warren.) 

21:49 Bill sees a small dot of light through the trees to the southwest. It was roughly along the line of 

the top of the slope. 

 Bill sees a light directly in front of him. This was most likely to have been Richard who had 

arrived earlier. 

21:50 Sarah heard a movement next to her on the slope by the trees, and something fell on her left 

arm/edge of chair. Was it from the tree above? 
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 Marion puts her thick cardigan on as it’s a bit breezy here. 

21:51 Dee notes a loud vehicle engine. 

 Marion gets Stuart a clansman – degraded. 

21:54 Andy observes that, on a tree nearby (and where Dee was sat on the other side), what appears to 

be a large yellow round light has appeared about the 20cm diameter and is visible for about ten 

seconds. Andy notes that this could be torchlight, however the tree is in a position where 

opposite there is a bank where Steph is sitting and she is using a red light. There is no other 

visible light source. 

21:56 Bill notes that the beeping starts again. 

 Dee notes vehicle reversing beeps. 

21:57 Marion gets Goose Green. The only one she has heard of is in the Falklands. 

21:58 Sarah again heard a movement to her left, the words evil, don’t, and when the north wind doth 

blow came to her. 

 Steph sees a blue-ish light moving on the bank of earth behind her. She thinks this may be Bill 

and it could explain the light she saw earlier. She also notes that she did not know he was doing 

his vigil there and this could be why she felt someone was there. (Editor’s Note: Bill reports 

that his illuminated pen uses a pale blue light). 

Pre-Vigil 

Dee senses nothing significant at all around the Memorial and is not drawn in any particular direction. 

Vigil 2: Memorial – 22:20 to 23:00 

For this vigil the team arranged themselves around the 

memorial with most of the team to the south and Bill to the 

north. The plan on the right shows the positions of the team 

members with respect to the memorial. The directions are 

accurate but the distances from the memorial are only 

approximate. 

Bill sat facing west-northwest and with a large tree behind 

him over his right shoulder. Andy is also sat next to a tree. 

Richard sat facing due east and measures the temperature at 

+15°C. 

Dee positions herself with her back to a tree facing the memorial with the main path somewhere behind 

her. She takes a moment to attempt clearing her senses. 

Marion sits in between some felled trees and notes that, although the stars are out, it is very dark at this 

location and she can’t see the any of the team members sitting a few metres away. 

In this area there was no wind. The sky was clear and there was a faint sound of occasional traffic on 

the Sharpenhoe Road to the east and northeast. 

22:20 The vigil begins and Dee notices how still it feels (and sounds) in this location compared with 

Vigil 1. 



INVESTIGATION REPORT 

 Investigation Site Sharpenhoe Clappers 

Investigation Date 10th August 2012 

 

Sharpenhoe Report 10-08-12.docx 5 of 8 05/11/2012  20:29 

22:22 Marion hears a woman’s voice saying ”So here we are then” as if they had travelled a long way 

to get there. She now wonders if they have come from Goose Green otherwise why would she 

have picked this up. She gets the impression of a young, blonde woman. She has two plaits with 

a bit of red material twisted in with them framing her oval face. She looks pretty, happy and 

smiling and goes on to say “I shall feel safe here”. 

 Marion notes you can see someone coming for miles from here. She stops to blow away 

something black with long legs that is crawling up her hand. 

 Steph measures the temperature as +12.5°C. She notes that the area is very still and that there is 

no breeze. She feels this area is much nicer and has a more calm, relaxed atmosphere than the 

Vigil 1 location. 

22:26 Bill notes that there was a sound like an old style radio coming from behind him. It lasted 

several seconds. 

 Andy hears someone say “Cuckoo” to his left where Dee is seated and this is very audible. 

 Dee notes the sound of a siren/horn coming from the distance. 

22:28 Steph starts to feel distant; her mind feels foggy. She is finding it hard to concentrate and hard 

to think about anything, almost like her thoughts are being blocked but not in a negative way. 

21:29 Marion gets dots and dashes which says to her Morse code (at an iron age hill fort?) 

 Marion notes the branches of the trees in front of her form the shape of a large angel. 

22:30 Bill notes that the headlights of cars coming down the road from Harlington point straight at the 

wood. Cars on the Sharpenhoe Road also illuminate the edge of the wood. 

 Sarah could see lights, and car lights reflecting off the trees, even way up where we were. Felt 

very peaceful there. Sarah’s notes say ‘Do keep seeing a white swirl/ mist moving around, saw 

it in other vigil, but thought it was my eyes. It can’t be’. 

22:31 Andy takes a temperature reading of +17.3°C and an EMF reading of zero. 

22:34 Richard experiences a small cold shiver, down his right hand, arm and side only. 

 Marion gets the little rhyme Twinkle, twinkle little lights make the sky and heaven bright. 

22:35 A patch of light, like a mist, is seen by Bill going from right to left and about 5m in front of 

him. It was just above the ground and following the slope of the hill and measured about 0.75m 

by 0.75m. It was not caused by car lights as these only illuminated the tops of the trees with a 

flashing light before the cars were visible on the road and not the base of the trees. When car 

headlights illuminated the lower parts of the trees the car was clearly visible on the road. When 

Bill saw the patch there were no lights visible on the roads. The patch originated at a bearing of 

328° and disappeared at 310°. 

22:36 Dee feels momentarily a bit disoriented. 

22:38 Bill measures the temperature at +15.5°C. 

 Bill realises that the mist he had seen at 22:35 was moving against the prevailing wind. 

22:41 Andy has shut his eyes for a short time, about twenty seconds, to try and use other senses and 

when he opens them he observes that all of his camcorder equipment has been physically 

switched off. This would involve physically turning off the camcorder power supply. 
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 Marion can hear something moving about in the undergrowth about 10m to her right and sees a 

grey shadow moving through the trees from left to right. 

22:43 Sarah heard a metallic noise again. 

22:44 Dee hears “big brother” inside her mind. 

22:45 Andy takes a temperature reading of +17.5°C. 

 Dee hears “want to look around the corner” in her mind. 

22:48 Dee notes a sudden very cold breeze as it sweeps past from behind her to the left. There is a 

sudden, noticeable drop in temperature generally. 

22:49 A patch of light is seen briefly by Bill in the area where he last saw the mist of 22:35 (at a 

bearing of 310°). The patch was about the same size. 

 Just after seeing the patch of light Bill sees a pale vertical rod of light directly in front of him. It 

was about 75cm high and 15cm wide. It was to the left of the previous light and closer to him 

(at a bearing of 298°). 

 Marion gets tapestry and Jane’s here. 

22:50 Sarah keeps hearing noises coming from the corner where we were previously, like an anorak 

noise. 

22:52 Richard notes that a plane is flying overhead at this point. 

 Dee notes a very cold breeze from her right (the direction of the path we had taken from Vigil 

1). 

23:53 Sarah heard a noise/big movement on the main path nearby, behind her. She was peaceful but 

was becoming more uneasy. 

22:54 Steph hears something large running through the trees opposite (near the main footpath). 

22:55 Bill measures the temperature at +15.7°C. 

 Dee is aware of breezes all around and it feels even colder – especially around her knees! 

22:56 Marion hears a woman’s angry voice saying “Cantankerous old fool and a meddler”. 

 Steph notices her foggy head feeling has cleared. 

22:57 Marion gets There’s still danger - we post lookouts. 

22:58 Sarah felt like she was touched on the head and her hair. She is aware this could have been 

insects etc., but is sure she can feel a difference. 

Vigil 3: North End of Hill – 23:25 to 00:00 

For this vigil the team relocated to the north of the hill just before the start of the steep drop into the 

valley. Due to work commitments Dee and Sarah had to leave before this vigil started. Bill sat facing 

west by south. Richard is facing west-northwest and measures the temperature at +15°C. For the 

positions of the team members see the plan on the next page. Again distances on the plan are only 

approximate. In this area there are few trees and virtually open views to the north. 
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During the vigil there was machinery noise from the north and 

from occasional cars on the road to Barton le Clay. There was a 

slight breeze gusting up to 1.4m/s coming from the east by north. 

The sky was clear with occasional aircraft visible. 

23:25 Andy takes a temperature reading of +15.5°C. 

23:29 Marion gets Michael and Gladys (she also has members of 

her family by these names). 

23:31 Marion notes that car headlights coming down the hill 

opposite are lighting up the ground to her left side. 

23:32 Bill measures the temperature at +15.7°C. 

23:35 Marion gets an order barked out. Get the command searcher here. 

23:37 The beeping Bill has heard earlier was again heard by him coming from the direction of the 

machinery noise. 

 Marion gets MacMillan. 

23:39 Bill notes a bright light to the southwest by south moving overhead. At first Bill thought it was 

a plane but no other lights were visible as is normal on a plane and it faded out as it reached a 

point overhead. Later investigation revealed that it was the International Space Station. 

23:42 Richard has a cold shiver down his back, and feeling slightly unsettled. 

 Marion gets Herald the day. 

23:45 Richard appears to see a couple of red dots in front of him, in the middle of the wooded area - 

approximately 75 to 125m away. 

 Marion gets assailants. 

23:47 Steph measures the temperature as +16.2°C. She notes it is noticeably colder in this location 

and that it feels much colder than the temperature suggests. Steph does not pick anything up in 

this location but enjoys the picturesque night view over Sharpenhoe. 

23:48 A bright light is seen by Bill on the ground about 30m away to the west-southwest. It moved a 

short distance right to left and slightly downwards. 

23:49 Andy observes a blue light similar to a pen light moving about in the area to his right and 

further up a path out of the woods. Andy assumes that a member of the team must be located 

there but it turns out that no member of the team is in the area. 

23:51 Andy can hear heaving breathing coming from the bushes behind him and then around the area 

he is sat in. This only lasts a few seconds as if something has come past him. 

23:52 Whilst looking to the west by south Bill saw a shape to the west (12° away). It looked as if it 

was moving past him, was pale like a mist but ragged looking and of irregular shape. 

22:54 Bill measures the temperature at +15.4°C. 

 Richard notes that he’s had a persistent minor headache through the vigil, and been steadily 

increasing while the team has been in this section of the wood. 
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 Marion hears a woman’s voice ask “Have you seen him?” She asks who and gets the name 

“Arthur” she answers “No” and hears the woman say “I think he’s gone I can’t find him” She 

sounded very sad. Marion asks her name and is told “Elise”. 

22:58 A brief flash of light is seen by Bill in roughly the same place as the one he saw at 23:48. 

During the vigil Bill kept seeing patches of faint light between himself and the sites occupied by Steph 

and Marion. 

Post-investigation 

No paranormal activity is noted on Andy’s audio or video recordings. 

No video recorded by Sarah was found to have anything unusual on it. 

Marion has found a Goose Green at Hoddesdon/Broxbourne Hertfordshire. According to the Natural 

England website – recent research shows that this was Roman or pre-Roman agricultural land 

abandoned and colonised by trees. (Editor’s Note: There is also a Goose Green at East Dulwich and in 

Lyndhurst in Hampshire). 

Equipment List 

Andy Digital Camcorder: Sony DCR-DVD306E 

Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS15 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: IR-102 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-560M 

EMF meter: K-II 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Bill Anemometer: Benetech GM816 

Digital Camera: Samsung WB700 

Digital Compass/Altimeter/Thermometer: WS110 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Karknee DT-300 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Dee Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Marion Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Richard Digital Camera: General Electric E1486TW 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: Fluke 361 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-210S 

Electrosmog Meter: Cornet ED-7 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Sarah C Digital Camera: Sony DSC-H50 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Steph Digital Camera: Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS40 

Digital Infrared Thermometer: INS-TOOL09 

Digital Voice Recorder: Olympus WS-560M 

Gauss Meter 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

 


