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Background 

The ghost of Dick Turpin is believed to haunt the village of Edlesborough (and dozens of other places 

in Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire) specifically on the narrow road from the church 

to the Tring Road (B489). 

Turpin had a hide out at Butler’s Farm (SP954190) near Northall where a window allowed him to see 

coaches travelling along the road to Dunstable as they passed Ivinghoe Beacon. Once he had spotted a 

coach he had time to ride across country and waylay it before it reached Dunstable. The window in the 

farm is now blocked up. Now his ghost is said to haunt the narrow road that runs between the church 

dedicated to St Mary the Virgin and the Tring Road on dark nights. 

The exact route that Turpin would have followed is not known but the track which runs from the 

church to Ivinghoe Aston is a possible candidate. Butler’s Farm is accessed via a road, South End Lane, 

which connects to the Leighton Road, A4146, to the northwest of the church. If Turpin was in a hurry 

to get to the Tring Rod then why use this route as it heads away from the Tring Road? Another route 

would have been into Ivinghoe Aston (though there is no track shown on the 1879 map running from 

Butler’s Farm to Chapel Lane) then along Chapel Lane but again this is in the wrong direction as the 

target coach would not be seen until it was passing Ivinghoe Beacon which is past the entrance to 

Chapel Lane. Strictly there is no direct route from the farm to the Tring Road but the direction of the 

best route would have been between the east and the southeast either using part of the track past the 

church or at least crossing it. This was why this old track, shown on the 1879 map, was chosen. 

Media Involvement 

At the end of May 2013 LPS were contacted by a reporter from the Leighton Buzzard Observer, 

Amanda Devlin, who asked if she could join us for our investigation of Edlesborough and write a 

report for the paper. In addition she asked if she could bring a colleague, Natalee, who would record the 

event and produce a video to be shown on the LBO’s website. Always willing to cooperate with the 

media, LPS readily agreed to their participation. 

General 

The evening was a warm one after a hot day. The air was still with very little wind. The sky was 

reasonably clear leading to a pleasant sunset. The atmosphere during the investigation was jovial and 

amicable. 

Pre-Investigation 

The team met in the High Street Edlesborough where we were joined by Amanda and Natalee. After a 

brief discussion about what would happen during the investigation the team set off for the footpath that 

runs beside the church heading southwest towards Ivinghoe Aston. For the area around the church see 

the plan at the top of the next page, 
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Initial Walk 

20:35 When we reached the church it was suggested that we enter the church grounds as it would 

make a good place for an initial interview with the LPS members present and affords a good 

view of the area we would be investigating and the location of Butler’s Farm. 

21:00 From the hill on which the church stands the team walked west to access the path that slowly 

descends the hill to the graveyard in the south. In the south corner of the graveyard is a gateway 

onto the track. Once through the gate the team turned southwest and followed the path which 

runs in a straight line to a bridge over a brook, 900 metres (1000 yards) away. This brook 

originates as a spring in Coombe Hole below Gallows Hill to the south. During the walk the 

interviews and filming continued with Amanda talking to members about their experiences 

during investigations, especially those of Marion and Steph. 
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As we were walking the path the sun was sinking towards the horizon. A short distance from the 

gateway to the churchyard, at the lowest point on the path and just past a pylon, the team walked 

through an area where there was a noticeable drop in temperature. We stopped to investigate as each 

member reported that they noticed the temperature drop as they entered the area. Bill walked back up 

the path towards Edlesborough but was unable to find the warmer air that we had been walking through 

prior to finding the colder area. As there was no longer a noticeable temperature gradient it seems 

likely that the temperature drop was purely due to the fact that the sun was setting. For a plan of the 

area see the image below. 

The team continued 

along the path and 

had gone another 100 

metres. At this point 

we were walking as 

Steph and Marion 

were being 

interviewed. Natalee 

on the camera was 

walking backward, 

and Sarah was being 

her look out for where 

she was treading. Bill 

and Andy had walked 

in front. As Sarah 

looked up at the 

group she saw a 

figure of a man on the 

left of the path by the 

shrubs quite a way 

behind them, nearer 

to a pylon we had 

passed. Sarah was 

sure red clothing was 

part of what he had 

about his body. As she double took, but didn't want to cause a commotion with the reporters, the figure 

had gone. When Natalee had finished her recording Sarah mentioned it to Steph, and then Sarah told 

the rest of the group. (Editor’s Note: The path is bordered by a broken hedgerow to the west and is 

open to the east with the nearest cover on that side being 350 metres [390 yards] away. The only way 

for a figure to have disappeared in such a short period of time would have been to the west through the 

hedgerow but that would have involved having to climb a fence and/or break through the hedgerow and 

then to have hidden behind it.) 

As we were discussing this, when we caught up with Bill and Andy, Natalee mentioned her camera's 

voice mike battery was flashing red, which had not happened before but the camera was still recording 

and she did have a backup battery.  

Whilst we were standing together discussing what had happened Steph was recording the group on her 

camcorder (which had a short table top tripod attached to the bottom) when it literally seemed to leap 



INVESTIGATION REPORT 

 Investigation Site Edlesborough 

Investigation Date 26th July 2013 

 

Edlesborough Report 26-07-2013.docx 4 of 5 21/09/2013  11:42 

out of her hand and travel a metre from her. She could not explain what had happened as she was just 

holding it at the time. This was witnessed by several people including Bill who watched as it moved 

upwards out of Steph’s hand, follow an arc through the air and land on Natalee’s foot. Fortunately the 

camcorder survived and the recording it was doing at the time was intact. Review of the recording 

showed that the camera had accelerated rapidly and spun as it moved. No explanation could be found 

as to why this had happened and no attempt to reproduce it later was successful. It was noted that it 

took quite an effort to throw it a metre and no amount of pressure on the handle or hitting the tripod 

from below with the free hand would result in the camcorder leaping away from the hand as it did 

during the investigation (in fact providing enough motive force to project it forward a metre by hitting 

it was noticeably painful). Marion’s comment was that she had never seen anything like it. 

About two-thirds of the way down the lane Marion had to pop behind a bush!! While walking to catch 

up with the group she clearly heard a man’s coarse country voice in her right ear say in a rather 

confrontational and threatening way “Go away you filthy bitch”. She looked to her right and loudly said 

“NO”! She had the impression of a man not much taller than herself 1.5 metres (5 feet), thin but with 

plump cheeks, a boyish looking man. His hair was mousy coloured and short, similar to a monks but 

without the shaven part on the top. He was dressed in very dark brown clothing which appeared 

shadowy and with his head bent on the left side he stuck his face in front of her face. Not a pleasant 

man. Marion answered with “I’m not going away” and carried on walking. She realised later he must 

have been referring to her ‘call of nature’. 

Séance 

When the team reached the bridge over the brook it was decided to make use of the electromagnetic 

energy of the flowing water and undertake a séance on the bridge. Bill, Amanda, Steph and Marion 

took part using the vortex ring that Bill had brought. Before the séance started Amanda sort reassurance 

that nothing bad would happen as this was her first séance and it was, by then, very dark. Bill explained 

that she would be safe as bad things only happen in films. He also explained the function of the vortex 

ring as a way to connect the participants together. 

When the group was setting up their equipment on the bridge and getting things ready Marion heard a 

man’s voice talking quite loudly in the wheat field on the left side of the lane behind them (as you are 

facing the bridge). She couldn’t make out the words but he sounded fairly close. 

Sarah noticed a red dot just behind but in between Marion and Amanda as the séance began. This was 

not Steph's camera which was to the right and this was to the left. It might have been Andy's camera 

which was behind Sarah. 

During the séance Steph reported that it felt as if the ring was rotating, the other members of the séance 

said that they too felt that this was happening. 

As Sarah was holding the light for Natalee to film the séance, Sarah's own camera which had just been 

put on standby to record on movie mode, turned itself off. It was fully charged that afternoon. Sarah 

could not check her camera out as she was helping Natalee, so she left it off, but made the note. 

Towards the end Marion felt her hands being gently moved down and backwards away from the ring 

giving her the feeling that this wasn’t the way for her to do things. 

22:35 After the séance Marion, Sarah, Amanda and Natalee left the investigation whilst Bill, Steph 

and Andy took a walk further along the path before they too returned to the cars. 
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Equipment List 

Sarah C Digital Camera: Sony DSC-H50 

Notepad, pen, torch and watch 

Marion Digital Camera: Samsung L313  

Digital Voice Recorder: Philips DVT7000 360 Recording 


