The first mention of the Rose and Crown is in a rental document dated to 1523, giving the name just as
the Crown) as one of ten properties surrounding the church at ‘Chirchend’. It is possible that, after this
time, the Crown moved from closer to the church to its present location. At that time the inn was
occupied by Richard Paytwyn. The date of 1523 is before the High Street was built as this was not done
until 1539 when Hemel Hempstead received its Royal Charter on 29" December enabling it to hold a
market (at that time it was Market Street and became the High Street early in the seventeenth-century).
Later Richard’s son, also named Richard, occupied the inn. This was in 1545, a time at which one of
the original deeds was drafted. An image of the 1545 document (written in Latin) referring to Hemel
Hempstead and the Crown is shown below. The relevant section is on line eight and is also given in the
detail at the bottom of the page.
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In the minute book of the bailiwick (the district of a bailiff) of Hemel Hempstead dated 1629 there is a
mention of the inn as it records an order that no smiths’ stalls can be erected ‘between the Cock door
and the Crown door’.

The Rose and Crown also gets a mention in 1662 in the Quarter Session records. At that time the
innkeeper of the Rose and Crown was Francis Goodwin who had a servant named Robert
Killingsworth. It seems that there had been a riot in the town and Robert was charged with stealing
from the market.

In the Victualler’s Recognisances (bonds for good behaviour taken out by licensees) of 1756 the inn
was recorded as having stabling for twenty horses and the innkeeper was William Anstee. The
document shown below is taken from that period as it is dated ‘the seventh day of June in the fifth year

of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady Anne by
the Grace of God of England Scotland France
and Ireland Queen Defender of the
Faith...1706’ and refers to the Rose and
Crown (as shown in the detail on the right).

In the Billeting Return of 1756 (basically a
list of available accommodation like beds and
stabling) the accommodation at the Rose and
Crown was listed as consisting of four beds
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and stabling for twenty horses. Yet In the early seventeenth-century the landlord at the time, John
Rickson, created an inventory for the business and listed seven bedrooms, a Long Room, kitchen and
back parlour.

Looking at the front of the building there is
a window between the pub and the shop next
door that has been bricked up as shown in
the image on the right. The left-hand edge of &&
this window is actually exactly at the point
where the pub and the shop join but no one
builds a window in such a position as the
edge of the window would be in the wall
between the properties. The bricks used to &
fill the window space look relatively modern ||
and very unlike the narrow bricks used in
the rest of the building. On photographs |
taken towards the end of the nineteenth- i
century the window has not been bricked up
yet there is still a pub and a separate shop. —
This implies that at one time the two - 5.
premises were one and this would account ﬁ i |
for the door in the storage area upstairs in
the pub that is said to connect to number 17 next door. This could then account for the seven bedrooms
listed in John Rickson’s inventory if the whole building was the inn.

Behind the Rose and Crown there used to be a cattle market and the area was also used for fairs, the
remnant of the old Hiring or Statute (Statty) fairs. Access to this area, called the Rose and Crown
Meadow, was through the Rose and Crown yard at the back of the building. In 1731 a Baptist Meeting
House was established behind the pub and the landlord. John Gray, gave the Baptists permission to
pass through his yard from 6am to 10pm.

For nearly five hundred years the Rose and Crown has been a public house, inn or hotel. Over the
centuries it has changed with new bay windows and a relocated door built into the eighteenth-century
brick fagcade on the older building with the whole now being Grade II listed.
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