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Background  

The church lies to the northeast edge of the village of Codicote in a fairly quiet area. Some traffic uses the road 

which passes the churchyard to the west but only about one car every 10 minutes or so (even less after 23:00). It 

was a clear night with a brisk and cold breeze coming from the northeast by east.  

 One thing that was immediately obvious on entering the churchyard was that marker on the famous grave of 

John Gootheridge was now lying on its side having been uprooted before we got there. The marker was a board 

between two posts on which was written: IN MEMORY OF JOHN GOOTHERIDGE WHO DIED OCTOBER 

30TH 1824 IN THE 79 TH YEAR OF HIS AGE REBURIED A WEEK LATER.  It seems John’s body had 

been taken by body snatchers, but they were disturbed and left his body near his grave. Now the positions of the 

posts are marked by two small markers. Part of the churchyard (to the north of the church) is fenced off and 

contains a number of sheep and lambs who wander amongst the graves no doubt keeping the grass levels down.. 

North of this area lies the more modern graveyard which is still in use. 

Weather Conditions – Cloudy with skies clearing at one point. 

Ambient Conditions - Sheep in the graveyard section that was sealed off.  Cars passing on the nearby 

road. 

Pre investigation  
Friday the 06th May team members Andy, Ben, Jason, Maria and Rachel W made their way to St Giles Church 

in Codicote, Herts for the second of two investigations completed within a week. 

 

Firstly prior to the investigation taking place the team members in attendance mustered at the front of the Church 

however it was quickly identified that the back end of the church yard would not be able to be accessed via the 

front entrance due to the addition of fencing and a small family of goats/sheep that were fenced within a section 

of the church yard to eat the grass. As the team exited the church gates to walk down the road towards the back 

entrance Ben was at the back of the group with Maria slightly in front of him. 

As the group passed an elderly lady walking her two dogs along the pathway the lady transfixed an empty gaze 

in the direction of Ben and with what he could only describe as piercing staring eyes stated, 'WATCH 

YOURSELF'. Ben was slightly taken aback by this comment and the comment had also been heard by Maria 

who also described it as being weird and a little strange as Ben had been nowhere near the lady on the pathway 

when the comment was made. Ben did feel a little uneasy after this and certainly members in attendance 

described him at the end of the evening as having not really been himself that night which he agreed he hadn't 

been. This was just to be the first of at least two strange events that were to affect different team members on the 

night!  

Maria notes, making our way to the church Ben and Maria came across a lady walking her dog. All of a sudden, 

the ladies face seemed to change, and her eyes widened and she said to us "BE CAREFULL". This shocked 

Ben and Maria and did make them feel wary and found very strange as it was just random.  

Initial access to the investigation site was attempted via the church gate with the intention of setting up in the 

cemetery behind the church, away from the road. However this area was found to be gated off with a sign 

instructing visitors to access the cemetery via another gate located further along the road. 

This is a much newer cemetery than the churchyard, with recent burials. Jason felt uneasy about this due to a 

recent bereavement. Now this was to be the strangest of all the investigations that Ben has been on since joining 

LPS in 2017 and quite frankly an investigation that he felt very uneasy at for several reasons. 

Investigation Report  
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21:00 – 22:00 Investigation begins at Position A with a Hexcom and EVP experiment 

21:05 the first of three experiments took place with the team now being situated at the far end of the churchyard 

having accessed the yard via a gate from the road. This was to be known on the night as position A, nearest the 

road. Two motion detector balls were placed by Ben on different gravestones with his K2 Emf meter being 

placed on the floor in front of him. Andy placed a video camera facing into the cemetery grounds and all 

members sat around in a group facing each other to conduct an EVP experiment. Ben noticed that Jason also 

appeared quiet but initially put it down to being one of his first outdoor investigations in a while having mostly 

attended indoor investigations in the years previous. 

21:05 the first of three experiments took place with the team now being situated at the far end of the churchyard 

having accessed the yard via a gate from the road. This was to be known on the night as position A, nearest the 

road. Two motion detector balls were placed by Ben on different gravestones with his K2 Emf meter being 

placed on the floor in front of him. Andy placed a video camera facing into the cemetery grounds and all 

members sat around in a group facing each other to conduct an EVP experiment. Ben noticed that Jason also 

appeared quiet but initially put it down to being one of his first outdoor investigations in a while having mostly 

attended indoor investigations in the years previous. 

The Hexcom then produced the following words: -  

WARDROBE,  

ETCH, 

UPSTAIRS,  

TAKEN,  

ZERO,  

TAPE,  

IS,  

SLIGHT,  

DIRECT,  

STUNT,  

FAME,  

AMONG,  

FOLKLORE,  

LOT,  

NANCY,  

TREE,  

SHOP,  

WITHIN,  

SAW IT,  

CLOTHES,  

CHAIR,  

AFTERLIFE,  

DEAL,  

BEGAN,  

GAUZE,  

EQUAL,  

HUMOUR,  

LENGTH,  

MOMMY,  

PAPER,  

SECOND,  

RAGE,  

TICKLE, 

DOOR,  

HEAMATUS (Unknown to the investigation team on the night Hemataus is Jewish in origin and it means 

toucher of souls.  This name is not to be used lightly as it also is believed to be the embodiment of everything 

evil, if you hear this name while out ghost hunting it is time to get out as fast as you can !!!) Since  we were none 

the wiser we stayed on site.  
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THIN. 

22:00 End of the vigil - as Ben, Rachel W and Maria made their way up to the far top end of the cemetery to 

await Andy and Jason who were still at location A. By now it was pitch black and Ben could not see Andy and 

Jason who were by now about 200 meters away. When Andy finally did join Ben, Maria and Rachel W he was 

alone and quickly stated to the team that Jason had cut short his evening and had decided to return home as he 

had felt uneasy during the first vigil. Jason notes that he absented himself when this session finished, wishing not 

to proceed any further whilst in a cemetery with recent burials. This only made Ben feel even less at ease after 

what had happened earlier in the evening with the elderly lady however, he decided to remain with the rest of the 

team to complete the nights investigation. 

22:15 – 22:46 Location B Silent Vigil 

Andy takes a temperature reading of 16c 

A silent vigil was commenced by the team with it concluding at 22:46 hours. The motion detector balls activated 

a couple of times in an area behind where Rachel W was sat but this was quickly debunked as being an over 

curious slug who had been attracted by the flashing light! 

 

23:00 – 23:30 Front of the Church Silent Vigil 

Andy, Ben, Maria and Rachel W walked back to the front of the Church where they had been at the very start of 

the night to conduct a further silent vigil..  

23:16 Andy observes a light on the ground near a small angel going backwards and forwards but no light source 

can be found 

Ben pointed out that looking at the churches side door there look like a monk standing in the doorway. Maria 

saw what Ben was seeing so Maria proceeded to the door. When she was at the door, two panels of the wooden 

door had been replaced and when looking at it from a distance did look like a monk standing there. Due to the 

fact the location was quite and how Ben was feeling it was decided to end the investigation. 

23:30 End of investigation 

Investigation Analysis 

 

Ben - Ben has now been on excess of around sixty investigations with Luton Paranormal Society since joining 

the team in 2017. Ben feels that something was present on the night and for the first time attempted to attach 

itself to him. The following day Ben felt drained and had a thumping headache however thankfully these 

symptoms had all but evaporated by Saturday afternoon. It goes to show that a single event that took place 

outside of the Church and before any investigation had taken place can have an overbearing effect on an 

investigation and the members in attendance. It must be remembered not to take what LPS investigate lightly 

and to always respect the unknown and take the appropriate protection. Something was present with the 

team on the night and managed to upset two long standing members in attendance making them uneasy and not 

their usual self’s. Ben will return to this location to investigate in the future but will always be wary due to his 

experiences on the night. 

 

Maria - For me the night was quite but was interesting. Our trigger objects didn’t give no indication of spirits 

being nearby. 

 

Andy – I was looking forward to repeating the transformation that happened at the last investigation.  However, 

this did not happen due to road conditions.  One corner end of the cemetery seemed to draw me to it but once 

over there this feeling ceased.  


