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Background

The ghost of Dick Turpin is believed to haunt the village of Edlesborough (and dozens of other places
in Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire) specifically on the narrow road from the church
to the Tring Road (B489).

Turpin had a hide out at Butler’s Farm (SP954190) near Northall where a window allowed him to see
coaches travelling along the road to Dunstable as they passed Ivinghoe Beacon. Once he had spotted a
coach he had time to ride across country and waylay it before it reached Dunstable. The window in the
farm is now blocked up. Now his ghost is said to haunt the narrow road that runs between the church
dedicated to St Mary the Virgin and the Tring Road on dark nights.

The exact route that Turpin would have followed is not known but the track which runs from the church
to Ivinghoe Aston is a possible candidate. Butler’s Farm is accessed via a road, South End Lane, which
connects to the Leighton Road, A4146, to the northwest of the church. If Turpin was in a hurry to get to
the Tring Rod then why use this route as it heads away from the Tring Road? Another route would have
been into Ivinghoe Aston (though there is no track shown on the 1879 map running from Butler’s Farm
to Chapel Lane) then along Chapel Lane but again this is in the wrong direction as the target coach
would not be seen until it was passing Ivinghoe Beacon which is past the entrance to Chapel Lane.
Strictly there is no direct route from the farm to the Tring Road but the direction of the best route would
have been between the east and the southeast either using part of the track past the church or at least
crossing it. This was why this old track, shown on the 1879 map, was chosen.

Weather Conditions
Weather conditions for the evening were fantastic and this is a location that has been investigated by
LPS on several occasions before.

Pre-lInvestigation

Equipment used by Team member Ben was the K2 meter, approximately three motion detector balls
that were placed on the pathway and his voice recorder which was to be used throughout the
investigation to record events as they took place.

20:30 Investigation begins
20:30 Team walk along track from St Marys church Edlesborough towards Ivinghoe Aston and stop at a clump
of trees near a stream. When we arrive at the location Marie feels that there is hidden booty in the roll of trees

21:15 The team put 5 cat balls down, 2 EMF meters and begin with an EVVP session. The cat balls light up a lot
in response to questions and later on the EMF meters light up quite a few times.

23:00 End of track investigation and the team head towards the church
23:30 Bottom of the Cemetery

23:45 Andy observes a black shadow figure in human form standing between the trees that are widely
apart. Thinking it might be a tombstone he puts the torch on in that direction but there is nothing there
that could be mistaken for a human form.
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Post Investigation Analysis

Jason's thoughts on Edlesborough

The path is said to be haunted by the ghost of the highwayman, Dick Turpin due to a local legend that
associates him with Butlers Manor in the neighbouring village of Northall. During the first vigil, along
the path about half a mile from the church, Richard said something that reminded me of something else
and got me wondering about the history of this apparent haunting.

We heard the rhythmic drumming of a train passing in the distance (checking a map we were about
4km from the nearest railway line) and Richard commented that it sounded like a galloping horse. This
reminded me of an incident I've read about where the sound of Dick Turpin's horse galloping along the
Great North Road was reported just to the south of Potters Bar in the late 19th century. It later
transpired that what was actually being heard was the sound of a train passing through a tunnel in that
area. There are a number of ventilation towers from which the sound could be heard.

Has the ghost of a rider (whether or not it's actually Dick Turpin) actually been seen on this path, or has
it only ever been heard. And if it's been heard, was that recently or a longer time ago. Could the
haunting have originated in the 1850's or earlier when trains were a relatively new development and
their sound being carried across distances was less commonplace?

Andy

| got nothing at all on the track and no EVVP on my recorders. The only thing | saw was a black shadow
person standing on the edge of the cemetery and when | put the torch on it was gone. There was
nothing in the area that I could have mistaken the human form for.

Ben

Throughout the investigation Ben sensed that persons from the medieval era were walking continuously
between the Teams investigation on the path and this prompted many activations on the motion detector
balls together with a couple of activations late on with the K2 Emf meter.

Ben felt that he had been transported back to a time that when the Church that stands prominently on
the hill would have been the focal point of the community and that settlements or small villages would
have sat in the nearby fields that are now used for Crops and the raising of Sheep.

At no time did Ben feel that the presence of spirit or spirits were oppressive and almost felt that they
were almost totally unaware of our presence. Is it possible that this area could also be a potential time
slip? Only future investigations and further analysis of the information received from all team members
involved will help to determine.
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