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THE LOCATION 
 
Mill Green Watermill in Hatfield dates from the 17th century and is a grade2 listed building. 
The mill uses the power of the River Lea.    
 
In 1911 the last miller to mill commercially, Mr Lawrence, emigrated to Australia. However, the mill has been 
restored to full working order with 18th and 19th century wooden machinery. It is in regular use to grind organic 
wheat for a local bakery and for retail sale on the premises. 
 
(Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mill_Green_Museum) 
 
On the historic maps below, this was labelled as ‘Corn Mill’.  
It is believed the mill stands on the site of one of four Hatfield mills listed in the Doomsday Book.  
The museum is based in the home of generations of millers who worked in the adjoining watermill. 
 

 
 
Map of the Mill, 1873 - 1879 (Source: https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=16.0&lat=51.77422&lon=-
0.20420&layers=257&b=1&o=100) 

Investigation Report  

 

Investigation Site Mill Green Museum and Watermill, Hatfield 

Investigation Date 21st September 2024 

Report By Luton Paranormal Society 

Members Present Andy, Dee, Elaine, Jason, Jim, Lorraine, Rachel W, and Robin 
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Map of the Mill in 1896 (Source: https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=16.8&lat=51.77388&lon=-
0.20471&layers=6&b=1&o=100&marker=51.772904,-0.204201) 
 

 
 
OS map 1900’s (Source: https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=17.9&lat=51.77305&lon=-
0.20429&layers=225&b=1&o=100) 
 
The four mills recorded in the Domesday Book were owned by the abbot of Ely. The Domesday Book is not 
clear if there were four separate mills or simply four sets of millstones. We do know that there are now four 
distinct mill sites within a few miles of each other along this stretch of the River Lea; at Essendon Mil, Cecil 
Sawmill, Bush Hall, and Mill Green. 
 
The Mill Green site was alternately known as Hatfield Mill, Manor Mill, and Bishop's Mill (the Bishop of Ely 
was also Lord of the Manor of Hatfield). 
 
A survey performed on the Bishop's behalf in 1277 recorded 'two water mills under one roof'. Another record 
emerges in 1358 when Thomas Lisle, Bishop of Ely, had his estates seized by the king, and the documents show 
that the Bishop's Mill needed repairs. 
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By 1436 only one mill was working (or perhaps a single pair of stones). 
Records show more than repairs to the mill; they record that at least three of the medieval millers were 
unsavoury characters. Manor Court Rolls from 1482 show fines to two millers for taking 'excessive tolls' (taking 
more than their fair share of the wheat ground as payment in kind). One of the millers returned to court two years 
later charged with the same offence, this time with a new partner. 
 
The Bishops of Ely owned the mill until the Reformation at which time it became Crown property. We know 
little about its owners until the early 17th century when the mill passed to the wealthy Cecil family of Hatfield 
House. The Cecils owned Mill Green for the next 300 years. 
 
Around the same time as the Cecil's took possession, we know that there was a fulling mill just upstream of the 
corn mill. The miller at Mill Green complained that the owner of the fulling mill had diverted the watercourse, 
thus lessening the head of water available for his corn mill. The Cecils had to intervene and decided the case in 
favour of Mill Green Mill. 
 
By 1633 the mill had 3 'water grist mills' under one roof, in addition to a hop ground. The miller had the right to 
fish near the mill, though only for eels. 
 
By the late 17th century, the fulling mill had been converted to a paper-making mill, while Mill Green had added 
a brewhouse. The mill was leased by the Bigg family from 1726. The Bigg family owned or leased several mills 
in Hertfordshire and their tenure was the most prosperous period in the mill's long history. 
 
Joseph Bigg later rebuilt and repaired the mill, creating the complex of buildings we see today. You can see a 
brick bearing his initials and the date 1762 set into the front wall. He also installed the water wheel in its present 
position and added the horizontal and vertical shafts. Joseph Bigg grew wealthy from his endeavours, when he 
died in 1767, he left over £1600 to his descendants. 
 
Unfortunately, a subsequent Joseph Bigg gambled away the family fortune and when he died in 1824 the Bigg 
connection with the mill ended. 
 
The mill was last repaired in 1824 by the Farr family, but nothing more seems to have been done for the next 
century until the mill stopped production in 1911. 
 
It stood vacant for many years, falling into a state of decay until the Hatfield and District Archaeological Society 
stepped in and restored the building. The mill has been in full working order since 1986 and has served as the 
local heritage museum since 1979. 
 
The Mill House still contains the original 16th-century timber framing inside the Mill House. The space between 
the timbers was originally filed with wattle and daub but this was replaced by brick in the late 17th century. 
 
Beside the mill is an attractive Jubilee Garden, laid out to celebrate Elizabeth II's Golden Jubilee. The garden 
design echoes a traditional Elizabethan style, with two long herb beds providing scent and flower beds adding 
texture and geometric patterns. 
 
The centrepiece is a Tudor knot garden following a design by Thomas Hill designed in 1577 to represent the coat 
of arms of the Duke of Buckingham. 
 
(Source: https://www.britainexpress.com/counties/herts/museums/mill-green.htm) 
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Hatfield, The Old Mill, Mill Green C.1950 (Source: https://www.francisfrith.com/hatfield/hatfield-the-old-mill-
mill-green-c1950_h254015) 
 
The mill has had at least one famous visitor – the children’s author, Beatrix Potter, who painted a watercolour of 
the mill in 1910. (Source: http://hatfield-herts.co.uk/fame/watermill.html) 
 

  
 
Beatrix made one last trip to Hertfordshire, as she sketched the exterior of Mill Green Mill on 23rd September 
1910.  This is the earliest known picture of the mill and the only one to show the mill whilst it was still 
industrially producing flour. (Source: https://www.ourhatfield.org.uk/content/topics/people-2-2/beatrix-potter-in-
hertfordshire) 
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The Lawrences 
 
1891 Census shows Thomas Lawrence, born 1824 (67), place of birth Stevington, as the head of the Town Mill, 
occupation as a flour miller. He employed his son, Sydney Christmas Lawrence, born 1870 (21), place of birth 
Hatfield, as a fellow miller. Thomas was widowed and Sydney was single. 
 

 
 
Sydney remained sole occupant and head of the house in the 1901 census. It is possible that he married a Ruth 
Hankin (born est.1874, died 19th June 1933), place of birth Hatfield, in 1902 as no one is shown at the address on 
the census after this date, but Sydney is mentioned in the ‘1908 Kelly’s Directory of Hertfordshire’ at this 
address. A possible match for Sydney then comes up on the New Zealand electoral roll of 1919 at the address of 
8 Hornsby Road, Napier New Zealand with Sydney only, and the electoral role of 1928 at the address of 7 
Hornsby Road, Napier, New Zealand, working as a storeman, with Ruth Lawrence as registered as married, and 
Barbara, Muriel and Ruth Phyllis Lawrence as spinsters, registered to that address. 
 
Sydney Lawrance (note change in spelling of surname) died 11th May 1958 aged 88. Buried in the Tauranga 
cemetery, Bay of Plenty, New Zealand. 
 

***** 
 
 

THE INVESTIGATION 
 
LPS Members present:  Andy, Dee, Elaine, Jason, Jim, Lorraine, Rachel W, and Robin  
 
Conditions: 
Fairly mild; cloudy/humid with heavy thunderstorm later in the evening; various security lights (some static, 
some PIR) dotted around the grounds (interior/exterior); distant street lighting; some areas of the location are 
very dusty (particularly the mill mechanism areas). 
 
Ambient sounds:   
Occasional aircraft; occasional rain (some very heavy); considerable traffic from nearby main road; occasional 
birdcalls; occasional distant voices of passersby; water under the mill wheel inside. 
 
Pre-investigation 
According to Mill Green staff member, Serena, who was on site for the investigation, there has never been a 
paranormal investigation here – LPS is the first ever team to investigate. 
 
Dee thinks she is the first LPS member to arrive, but Serena, greets her in the car park and says there is another 
member upstairs in the office waiting.  As Dee and Serena walk towards the entrance to the main building, Dee 
feels extremely drawn to an area further on outside and says so [Dee later learns that area is called The Jubilee 
Garden].  However, she goes upstairs to the office and greets member, Robin, the actual first to arrive!  When all 
the other members arrive, everyone gathers in the office to discuss the investigation plan. 
 
The group is divided into two teams: 
Team A – Andy, Jim, Lorraine and Robin 
Team B – Dee, Elaine, Jason and Rachel W 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© [Luton Paranormal Society] [2016] 6 of 17  Mill Green, Hatfield 21/09/2024  

TEAM A REPORT: 
 
Vigil 1: The Mill – Team A: Andy, Jim, Lorraine and Robin 
20:24 – 23:30 hours 
 
The team set a camera and audio recording devices up on the middle floor of the mill. Andy and Lorraine stay on 
the middle floor. Jim and Robin head to the loft area with a camera, cat balls and audio recording device. 
Nobody is on the ground floor. 
 
20:26   Lorraine believes she saw a shadow at the bottom of the stairs towards the ground floor. She gets a 

feeling that something is down there and sensed something when we were being shown around at the 
beginning of the night. 

 
20:32   Lorraine senses the presence of a man on the ground floor. 
 
20:34  Lorraine and Andy head downstairs, with the EMP device. Jim sits on the middle floor with Andy’s 

camera and his recording device. Robin stays up un the loft. Andy and Lorraine start asking questions 
and get a response almost straight away. Andy asks Jim to bring his camera down. 

 
20:39   Jim joins Andy and Lorraine on the ground floor. Jims recording device stays on the middle floor and 

camera in the loft with Robin. 
 
20:41   Jim asks if they work here. The EMP flashes. Jim asked if it was family next door. The EMP flashes. 

Lorraine asks if it is their daughter, there is no reading, Jim asks if it is the granddaughter. The EMP 
flashes. 
Everyone confirms that their phones are either off or in airplane mode. 
 

20:43   Jim asks, “Are you with us still?” the EMP flashes. 
 
20:44   Jim goes to get Robin from upstairs, collects his camera, audio recording device and they all head 

downstairs. 
 
20:46   Andy has the Ovilus III set up. The name Paul comes through. 

Ovilus III response Paul – March – Haste – Outside – Beat- Deplete – Metal 
 

20:51   Lorraine talks about having a sensation down the right side of her body, down the arm and chest areas. 
 
20:53   Andy’s camera switches itself off. No one touches it. The camera had a full battery, with a four-hour 

charge and can only turn off by manually flicking a switch. At this point, Jim realises he did not have his 
camera recording while on the ground floor. 
Ovilus III response – Twelve – Highway 
 

20:55   Lorraine asks if they can touch Dee or Rachel 
Ovilus III response – Factors – Wide -Laid – Fifteen - Thing 
Jim feels it to be a pleasant atmosphere and if there is a spirit present, it likes us being there and is 
friendly. 
 

20:59   Lorraine asks “Do you like women?” 
Ovilus III response – Nick – Holiday - Water (we were in a water mill?) – Climb 
 

21:01   Robin ask “Do you want me to go upstairs? Make a noise or say something?” 
Ovilus III response - Course 
Robin heads upstairs to the middle floor. Robin bases himself at the top of the stairs. 
Ovilus III response – Electric – Initial 

 
21:04   Lorraine gets a funny feeling in her stomach 

Ovilus III response – Run – Down – Business – Spring -Tilt 
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21:07  Lorraine felt something touching her hair 
Ovilus III response – Think – Whole – Foliage – Orr -Wave 
 

21:11   Jim and Lorraine hear a loud ‘Clunk’ from where the mechanism of the mill is situated. This is caught 
on the audio device but could be anything and only captured once. 
Short 
 

21:13   Jim saw what looked like 2 shadows cross behind Lorraine and Andy. The shadows were seen on a 
bench behind where they were both sat. EMF also goes off. 
Of note, the shadow could only be cast from the green emergency light. Lights from passing vehicles 
were ruled out. Nothing caught on the video camera. 
 

21:14   Robin picks up a stick figure on the SLS on the steps on the middle floor. 
Ovilus III response – Video - Pat 
Jim goes upstairs to join Robin as he is getting a stick figure by a window to train his camera on the wall 
where the figure is captured. 
Lorraine asks if they are upstairs, EMF reader goes off. 
Andy asks if they worked in the pump room 
Ovilus III response – Never -Sent 
Lorraine asks if they are going upstairs. The EMF goes mad. 
Ovilus III response – Disaster -Carol 
 

21:20   Full EMF reading  
Ovilus III response – Bible 
 

21:21   Lorraine again feels someone touching her head 
Ovilus III response – Appear 
 

21:22   Lorraine feels something on her face, on her cheek and asks if they were hit on the face. 
Ovilus III response – Although – Gray 
 

21:24   the group identify that the activity had quietened down. 
Ovilus III response – Last 
 

21:30   The team head to the garden 
 
 
Vigil 2: The Jubilee Garden – Team A: Andy, Jim, Lorraine and Robin 
21:33 – 21:47 hours 
 
Lorraine asks for a cat ball to be placed on a wooden bench in the corner of the garden, across from where the 
team base themselves. She is drawn to the chair. 
Andy sets up the Ovilus. 
Ovilus III response – Worm – Carrier -Eat 
 
21:34   Lorraine feels a heavier sense than where we were, the atmosphere is different. She hears a gate shutting 

behind her. Andy believes it to be doggers. Lorraine feels the garden area is older. 
Ovilus III response – Supper -Pluto -Light -Mommy -Bottle -Saw -Should – D – Change -Records – 
Apple - 
Tree 
 

21:39   Lorraine saw a black object by some bushes by the bench the cat balls were placed on 
Ovilus III response – Veronica – Award 
 

21:40   Lorraine feels pins and needles. She states she is cold but is the only wearing a coat. Jim, Andy and 
Robin are in t-shirts. 
Ovilus III response – Muse – Country -Squeeze – Night 
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21:40   Jim and Lorraine are hearing rustling in the bushes. 

Ovilus III response – Life 
 

21:41   Jim moves to a back area of the garden and sits on a bench on his own. 
Ovilus III response – Sent – Compound – Reverand – Property 
 

21:45   EMF reader goes off 
Ovilus III response – Tin 
 

21:46   Lorraine asks if Jim is on the Reverand’s property. The EMF meeting goes off. 
Both Robin and Lorraine hear twigs breaking. 
Ovilus III response – Rabbit 
 

21:47  Heavy rain falls. Cat balls start to go off. Robin tests the balls in the rain, they do not go off in the heavy 
rain. 

 
The team depart to the tent and end the vigil. Jim felt it was a little unsettling where he was sitting, could hear 
creaking noises in the bushes behind where he sat making him feel uncomfortable. 
 
 
Vigil 3: Pump House – Team A: Andy, Jim, Lorraine and Robin 
22:32 – 23:00 hours 
 
Jim sets his video recorder up in the corner of the room facing the team and the entrance door. Andy puts his 
camera facing the other direction. SP11 spirit box is on. Recording devices also used. 
 
22:37   Jim asks if any of the spirits used to work in the Pump House. The K2 lights up but very weak. 
 
22:44   No body is sensing anything. Lorraine questions if anyone is there, the K2 goes off. 
 
22:45   Andy thought he heard a female’s voice on the spirit box. Nothing captured on Jims camera or audio 

device. 
Andy puts the Ovilus 3 on – Fly – Store -Kind 
 

22:51   Robin asks - “Where are you from?” 
Ovilus III response -Under 
Robin ask “Where are my balls can you find them for me?” 
EMF meter flashes. 
Jim mentions that Ben also lost his balls that day. 
EMF meter flashes again. 
 

22:54   Ovilus III response -Harriette 
Jim captures a lot of orb like images on his camera, most can probably be explained as bugs flying 
around but some are less easy to discredit. 
 

 
Vigil 4: Conference Room – Team A: Andy, Jim, Lorraine and Robin 
23:08 – 23.30 hours 
 
Spirit box, cat balls, video cameras and recording devices used. 
 
23:09   Lorraine thought she heard a mans voice on the spirit box. Nothing caught on Jim’s audio device. 

Andy, Robin, Jim and Lorraine introduce themselves. As soon as Lorraine states her name, a loud 
‘SLURP’ is heard on Jim’s audio device. 
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23:12   The team are talking about the chairs feeling like school chairs as Andy is setting up the Ovilus and hear 
a squeal coming from behind them. 
Ovilus III response – Moment – Placebo – Possible 

 
23:15   Robin thinks he can hear people talking outside. The other team are in the Mill. 

Ovilus III response – Automatic – Enough - Everything goes quiet at this point. 
 

***** 
 

TEAM B REPORT: 
 
Vigil 1: The Jubilee Garden – Team B: Dee, Elaine, Jason and Rachel W 
20:25 – 21:08 hours 
 
The location is about 50 meters away from the A414 so there's a lot of noise from there throughout any outdoor 
investigations.  

Dee and Rachel W go into the ‘Jubilee Garden’ area (at the eastern end of the mill) and sit underneath the 
pergola that is there covering four picnic tables set in a grid, separated by paths running E-W and N-S. It was 
almost totally dark and having come directly from the mill building, so the team’s vision is restricted to the 
immediate surroundings. 

Jason sets up his trail camera to cover the pathway running alongside the row of small outbuildings along the 
edge of the garden area. 

Elaine has a problem with her trail camera and tries to sort that out with Jason. This takes a few minutes and is 
eventually abandoned after it is decided that Elaine’s camera seems to be faulty. 

 
Dee is extremely drawn to an area outside apparently called the Jubilee Garden.  To Dee, the atmosphere is very 
‘charged’.  It is also extremely dark.  While walking towards the picnic tables, Dee hears the word 
PUNISHMENT clearly in her mind.  She is aware of a presence.  Dee and Rachel W are the first to be seated at 
separate picnic tables and Dee begins to tune into her surroundings.  She is almost facing the Mill buildings with 
white marquees in the grounds further away to her left. Rachel W is seated at a separate table facing Dee with 
the main buildings to her right.   
 
20:33 Elaine and Jason join them, Elaine sitting to Rachel W’s right and Jason sitting opposite Dee. A call-out  

session is started. 
 
Dee is strongly aware of a presence, which seems fixated on something to do with a punishment.  This energy 
makes Dee want to raise her arms, as if to demonstrate something, which Dee finds most odd.  It is somewhat 
confusing until Dee realises that she is dealing with a child’s energy – a child of approximately 5 years of age. 
Everyone in the team starts referring to ‘her’ as if they already know the child is a girl rather than a boy.  [This 
didn’t seem odd at the time, but in retrospect might be significant.] This child seems to have trouble 
communicating, like she has never met anyone like Dee before. She is not a good communicator, which makes 
Dee’s job harder.  Dee has not encountered many child spirits before of such a young age. 
 
Dee encourages the spirit to touch one of the cat balls on the tables or ‘the little green light’, which is a KII EMF 
meter. 
 
20:39  Elaine feels someone standing behind her then Rachel says that she feels someone behind her. 
 
Dee senses that the spirit is attempting to communicate that she had watched someone being punished in this 
area, which is where she usually plays.  It was something that she didn’t understand and it scared her. 
 
Dee ascertains that this child is not an unhappy soul, is not lost or searching for her mother or anything sad like 
that.  This child simply enjoys being in this area and comes and goes at will (i.e. is not stuck).  The little girl 
wants Dee to know about her seeing someone being punished and that it had upset her.  
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This leads Jason to speculate [out loud to the team] that the area they are sitting in, which is now within the 
museum’s grounds, might have been the village green a few centuries ago.  And that if there were the case, 
perhaps the village stocks might have been located there. 
 
Dee asks the spirit for its name.  The names Alice and Joseph come to Elaine’s mind in that moment. 
 
Dee senses that the little girl had seen a man being punished and didn’t know who the man was. 
 
20:43   Elaine sees a shadow walk past the gazebo and the barns where Jason’s camera is. 
 
Dee strongly feels little hands on the left side of her face turning her head to the right.  This shocks Dee, because 
barely visible in the darkness several meters behind the team, she sees some stocks.  None of the team had 
noticed them earlier due to the darkness, but after the preceding 20 minutes or so, their eyes had adjusted to the 
dark.  Seeing the stocks made sense of the references to ‘punishment’ and Dee being shown to raise her arms!  
 
It is felt that the child must have seen people being put into the stocks either for fun or demonstration purposes 
(there are plenty of school visits to the museum for instance) and, not knowing any better, was upset that people 
were genuinely being punished. 
 
Dee explains to the girl that the stocks are not real, that we don't punish people in that way anymore and that 
they are only used for either education or play. Dee says that the spirit seems happy with that. 
 
This garden is basically a picnic area where people can eat and drink whatever they have purchased at the 
museum’s cafe. The team speculates that this might be why the girl likes to play here and Rachel W wonders if 
any visiting small children had actually seen and played with her.  
 
Dee can feel that this child has been around for a very long time – maybe a couple of hundred years. 
 
20:58 Dee urges the spirit again to touch a cat ball, and Jason demonstrates what would happen if she did by  
touching it himself and activating the flashing lights.   
 
When the lights stop flashing (i.e. the device reset itself) there is a brief pause and then they start to flash again. 
Had the little girl touched it? 

 
Dee senses the name ‘Meg’ and is told by the spirit girl that ‘Meg’ is her friend, who “went away a long time 
ago” (she hasn’t seen her in a while). Dee asks the child to say her own name, and again the names Alice and 
Joseph come up, but with no clarification as to who they might relate to. The child doesn’t know her mother’s 
name (but it is mentioned by the team that a young child probably doesn’t know a parent’s proper 
name!).  The name Sarah is also brought up by Jason. Dee feels that the spirit girl’s mother was Sarah. Dee 
feels that the little girl's name is probably Sally. 

21:07 Dee says “She’s gone!”  According to Dee, the spirit girl skipped away, presumably to carry on playing  
elsewhere.  “She was a lot happier than when we started.” 

 
Dee comments that the child’s energy really was like a five-year-old, in that the vocabulary was very limited, her 
attention span was very short and she was mainly interested in having her questions answered then ran off to 
play!   
 
Dee finds the Jubilee Garden area extremely active and it was where she was drawn right from the time she 
arrived at Mill Green Museum. 
 
21:08 Session ends.  

Jason goes to retrieve his trail camera and place it in the storeroom that Andy had wanted covered. The 
storeroom is filled with an eclectic mix of items, old bicycles, garden implements, etc. 

[NOTE: For the record, Jason's trail camera was not triggered, i.e. did not take any photos in either 
location] 
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Vigil 2: The Map Room/First Exhibition Room (front museum room adjacent to the reception area)  
Team B: Dee, Elaine, Jason and Rachel W 
21:15 – 21:28 hours 
 
21:15 Team B goes to the front museum room.  Start of session. 

Dee gets the name John. 
 
The Team does not record or sense any activity in this area and moves to the Hearth Room (back museum room). 
 
 
The Hearth Room/Second Exhibition Room (back museum room – former kitchen) 
Team B: Dee, Elaine, Jason and Rachel W 
21:29 – 21:57 hours 
 
The Team does not record or sense any activity in this area. 
 
22:00 End of session. 
 
 
 
Vigil 3: The Mill Machinery Room (Upper Floor, including Loft Area) 
Team B: Dee, Elaine, Jason and Rachel W 
21:15 – 21:28 hours 
 
Dee recorded this session – these are excerpts from that recording. 
 
The team members seat themselves around the main Mill Room – Dee is in the far-left corner facing the mill 
mechanism; Jason spends some time near the foot of the attic steps and some time in the attic space itself; Rachel 
and Elaine are seated near the entrance stairs on the opposite side of the mill wheel to Dee and Jason.  Dee places 
a motion activated ball (‘cat ball’) near the mill wheel mechanism itself and places her voice recorder on the 
hand rail. 
 
22:31  start of Session. 

Dee does not sense anything in this space at this point.  The extraneous traffic noise is very prevalent. 
 
22:37 Dee is aware of a flashing light somewhere, which Jason immediately debunks as one of the security 

lights.  Rachel W is also hearing (and disturbed by) a high-pitched repetitive sound, which Dee cannot 
hear from where she is seated.  [Note:  This is later found to be a sonic pest deterrent in the attic] 

 
22:39 Dee calls out inviting any spirits to communicate. 
 
22:42 Dee feels a cold breeze go past from her right towards Jason. [Could be from the small window] 
 
22:43 Dee switches on her KII meter to check for EMF.  [Note: none detected during this session] 
 
22:44 Dee calls out inviting any spirits to light up the KII meter. 
 
22:45 Dee admits that she is not sensing anything.  The team discusses the possibility that the previous team(s) 

may have depleted any energy that may have been present – or there is nothing present anyway…or it is 
hiding etc. 

 
22:46 Jason wonders if the heavy rain earlier has somehow dissipated the energy.  Dee comments that water is 

believed to enhance energy, rather than deplete it. 
 
22:48 Jason and Rachel W decide to go up into the attic, where they discover the sonic pest deterrent. 
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22:54 Dee quietly calls out some more questions. 
 
22:55 Rachel W and Jason come back down from the attic. 
 
22:57 Rachel W notices a white flash when she approaches where Dee is seated.  Dee debunks this as being car 

headlights reflecting from outside – the main road is very close and Dee has seen multiple headlights 
coming through the small window.  Dee also comments how she is not feeling anything at all in this 
area. 

 
22:59 The team decides that this area is flat and yielding nothing, so decide to move to the basement area 

underneath. 
 
 
23:00 Vigil 3A: Basement Room (mill wheel) – Team B: Dee, Elaine, Jason and Rachel W 
  
The team repositions in the basement and notes that it is colder, damper and smellier!  Dee remarks on the 
humidity as well.  The sound of water running can be heard.  The team moves around, taking photos and 
exploring the room.  Dee places a cat ball on the shelf near the external door (which is closed). 
 
23:03 Dee’s digital recorder suddenly shuts off – Dee had left the recorder on her chair while she was taking 

photographs in the area, so no one had touched it.  
 
23:10 Dee restarts the recording – having discovered that the recorder was off.  Dee remarks how strange it 

was that the recorder switched off on its own, as it’s never, ever happened to her before (that she can 
recall).   

 DEE:    Who mentioned equipment failure? 
 JASON:  Andy. 
 DEE:  That is significant to me, because that has never, ever happened to me  

before. 
 
23:11 RACHEL W:   He did say you might get equipment failure [in the basement] 
 DEE:  He did. And I cracked a joke because he’s always getting equipment failure! 
 RACHEL W: He always says “batteries have gone dead and they were fully charged  

before I left” 
DEE: Well, my battery still is…fully full.  But it just switched off.  And that can only switch 

off if you manually switch it off. [So battery failure is not the cause and the team is 
unable to debunk why the recorder shut off] 

RACHEL W: Is there anybody here that would like to communicate with us…we’re just here for a 
little chat? 

 
 [Dee’s cat ball lights up 12 seconds later – this is the first time we have detected any activity in the Mill 

Room/Wheel areas] 
 
23:12 JASON: That’s the first time a cat ball has gone off since –  
 [Cat ball goes off again]  

JASON: – since the garden! 
 
23:13 The team starts to call out various questions… [with no response] 
 
23:15 RACHEL W: Are you Sally? 

ELAINE:   Was you a farmer who used to deliver the wheat? 
[The cat ball goes off again after a very long pause of approximately 22 seconds – however, Elaine’s  
question was asked very quickly after “Are you Sally?”, so it could have been in response to either 
question, if indeed it was a response.] 
JASON: That was quite late after the question. 
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RACHEL W: [Calling out]  Are you finding this difficult maybe?  
 [To the team]  Remember, these people— 

DEE:  They’ve not done this before [i.e. LPS are the first paranormal  
investigators to come to this venue] 

 
23:16 Dee is trying to reach out and detect somebody, but she isn’t feeling a presence, which is weird to her.  
 
23:17 The cat ball goes off again.  Jason stomps around the area where the shelf is to try to trigger the cat ball 

but it doesn’t go off, so the team isn’t able to debunk what is causing it to light up. 
 
23:18 Jason moves the ball to a position where all the team could see it and they ask the following questions: 
 JASON: Are you a man? [10 second pauses between questions] 
 DEE:  Are you a miller? [Jason asks Dee if she is sensing that] 
 JASON: Are you a woman? 
 Rachel W mentions that the atmosphere in this part of the building feels heavy. 
 
23:19 JASON: Are you a child? 
 [The ball lights up a few seconds later]     
 JASON: Are you a girl? 
 [The ball starts flashing at the same time as Dee asks “Are you Joseph?” so we take the activation to be 

a response to the previous question, “Are you a girl?”] 
 
23:20 RACHEL W: Are you the girl that we were talking to earlier that we thought 

might be called Sally? 
 [The ball lights up a few seconds later] 
 
Jason is standing with his back to the railing and Elaine sees a dark shadow behind him; this was not Jason’s 
shadow.  
 
 The Team asks more questions: 
 DEE:  Are you a girl that lives here, maybe the daughter of the miller? 
 DEE:  Are you happy here? 
 DEE:  Are you younger than twenty years old? 
 DEE:  Are you younger than ten years old? 
 RACHEL W: Are we making you tired with all these questions? 
 JASON: Are we a bit scary? 
 RACHEL W: [To Team] It might take a lot of energy for them to touch that ball. 
 DEE:  Would you like us to come back another time and visit you? 
 JASON: Do you like it when people come here during the day?  School children sometimes come  

here to learn about old mills and learn a bit of history.  Do you like it when there’s lots 
of children here? 

 DEE:  Is there someone else with you? 
 RACHEL W: Did you turn off Dee’s audio recorder? 
 JASON: [To Team]  A spirit might do that without knowing that they’ve done that.  That might  

just be a consequence of them trying to manifest. 
 DEE:  Are you still with us? 
 
23:26 DEE:  We’re going to have to go in a minute.  We’ll still be here, but in another part of the  

building and you’re more than welcome to join us. 
 DEE:  Thank you so much for interacting. 
 JASON: Thank you very much. 
 
23:27 End of session.  
 

[NOTE: On review, no EVP or other anomalies are picked up on the recording.] 
 

***** 
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Session 5: ESTES METHOD EXPERIMENT – all members  
23:44 – 00:27 
 
For this experiment, most of the team members are seated around the large table in the Conference Room while a 
smaller team returns to the Basement (Mill Wheel).  The idea is that the team in the Conference Room calls out 
questions and the receiving team in the basement will relay via walkie talkie any responses heard via the SB7 
through headphones.  The teams cannot hear each other. 
 
Receiving Team in the Basement session – these are excepts from Dee’s recording: 
Receiving Team: Dee, Jason, Jim 
 
Questions/comments from The Conference Room Team (CT) are inserted in Red (did not come from 
Dee’s recording, obviously!). 
Conference Team (CT): Andy, Elaine, Lorraine, Rachel W, Robin 
 
 
23:44 Start of recording.   

[Dee is wearing the headphones; Jason is relaying Dee’s responses to the team in the Conference Room 
via walkie talkie.  The words in CAPITALS are the SB7 responses that Dee is hearing through the 
headphones.] 
DEE: Very deep male voice but didn’t catch the word(s) 

 
23:45 Start of Estes Method session. 
 DEE: Just heard it [deep male voice] again. 
  Just heard a high pitched ‘bing-bing-bing’ [the noise, not the words] 

CT: The Noise? What is the relevance of 1215? [Andy] 
 

23:46 DEE: YES 
[To the team]  Do you think we should explain [to any spirits] what we’re doing, because 
they’ve never done this before, have they – whoever might be here? 

 
23:47 DEE: [Calling out] We have a radio that’s going through the radio waves at the  

minute…and you should be able to speak through it in response to the questions that the other 
team is asking.  So if you need to say something, try and speak through the radio waves and then 
I will speak out the word. 
THANK YOU. 

 CT: Was your name Nick? [Andy] 
 
23:48 DEE: LUCKY 

SEVEN  
 CT: Are you aged 7? [Robin] 
 
23:49 DEE: EIGHTEEN   

WHAT’S THAT [female voice] 
 CT: Is this Carol? [Andy] 

MAYBE [male]   
 CT: Did Jim see your shadow? [Lorraine] 
 
23:50 DEE: QUICKLY [male]   

[Dee hears a burst of music – Jason comments that it was probably picking up a radio station]   
 CT: Is that Harriett? [Lorraine] 
 
23:51 DEE: WHY [male]   
 CT: Are we disturbing you? [Lorraine] 
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23:52 DEE: NOTHING [female] 

RISE [female].   
 
23:53 DEE: WHO’S THAT [female]   
 
23:54 DEE: [To team]  I’m going to swap [the headphones] over now with Jim.  I feel a bit dizzy. 
 
23:55 [Jason reports to the team in the Conference Room that Jim is now the receiver.] 

The Conference Team believes the Receivers have moved to the garden…which they haven’t! 
 
23:57 DEE: [To Jason]  There seemed to be three voices: like a light male voice, a really deep  

one (but I could never understand what it said), and then a female. 
 JIM: I had a female voice but didn’t hear what they said. 
 
23:59 DEE: [To Jason]  There’s clearly not a lot coming through at the minute.  It went quiet on  

me at the last minute.  
 
00:00 DEE: [To Jim]  You not getting any voices at all? 
 JIM: No, just static. 
 DEE: Yeah. Strange. 
 JIM: Heard a very faint female voice [earlier] and that was it. 
 JASON:  Maybe I should give it a go. 
 
00:01 [Jim informs the Conference Room team that Jason is now donning the headphones] 

[Dee & Jason fiddle with the SB7 trying to adjust the volume and band cycle rate] 
 
00:02 JASON:  Very faint female voice but too faint to hear [words]. 
 
00:05 [Conference Room team check in via walkie talkie to ask how Dee is feeling. Dee says she is  

fine now.]  
 
00:06 DEE: Clearly not getting a lot. 
 JIM: I feel things have changed in here since we were in here earlier tonight. 
 DEE: Yeah? What, you mean as in gone really quiet? 
 JIM: Yeah, it was a real happy, jovial, entertaining feel – comfortable feel. You know,  

everyone was happy and a lot of activity… 
 
00:07 JIM: …whereas now, it just feels – 
 DEE: Flat. 
 JIM: Dead. Dead and Cold. 
 DEE: Yep.  Agreed.  I didn’t feel it, obviously, like you—ah look! 
 [Dee’s cat ball on the little shelf lights up suddenly] 

[Jim reports to Conference Room team and they ask if we want to swap, or stop…we decide to stay a bit 
longer] 

 JASON:  I’m not getting anything… 
 [Jim suggests to Conference Team that we give it until 00.15.  Conference Team asks if Dee  

wants another go with the headphones.  Dee agrees.] 
 
00:08 [Jason is still adjusting the SB7… heard nothing, just the sweep rates, the static.  Dee suggests that the 

headphones are removed and we all try to listen, but the volume is too quiet.] 
 
00:09 DEE:   I can’t hear that at all… 
 JASON:  It’s just like a steam train. 
 JIM: I was getting it going at different paces – slow down, then speed up, slow down then  

speed up…. It’s strange how that cat ball went off, unless it’s a draught coming through from the 
door, I don’t know… but they’re quite heavy though, aren’t they? 
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DEE: If you try and set that off, it’s hard to do.  We did it earlier; we stomped about and  

the only time it moved was if you touched the shelf. 
 
00:10 DEE: …That’s why I put it [the cat ball] there, because we had that go off earlier.  I  

thought if they [spirits] can’t speak, they might be able to  
JIM: [Calling out]  Can you make the cat ball move again? Make those lights light up again? 

 
00:11 [Jason is still trying to adjust the settings.  Dee mentions that the Conference Team are waiting for her 

to coming out with some answers to their questions!  Dee puts on the headphones for another go…] 
[Jim reports to the Conference Team that Dee is going on now, but that we are getting the impression 
that it has gone very quiet in the Basement.] 

 DEE: [Dee notes that the sweep rate is faster now] 
 
00:12 DEE: Very faint female voice. 
 
00:13 DEE: It’s weird… there’s just…no voices.  It’s just gone… 
 
00:14 DEE: A voice but didn’t catch what it said [thinks it was male]. 
  [Pause] 

 Right.  Nothing to do with this that I’m listening to…I’m getting a sense of somebody  
standing here now [right-hand side] 

 
00:15 DEE: Female voice.  And a male voice.  Can’t hear the words. 
 JIM: [Calling out] If anyone’s there can you make the cat ball go off? 
 DEE: It feels really cold next to me now [right-hand side].  I don’t know if that’s  

psychological. 
 
00:16 JASON:  [Jason stands where Dee indicated] I can’t say it’s noticeably colder… 
 DEE: As I say, it might be psychological. 
  MMM [male] 
 CT: Do you like Dee? [Lorraine] 
 
00:17 DEE: NO [male]   
  HELLO [male] 
 CT: Do you like somebody else? [Lorraine] 
  HI [female] 
 CT: Are you from around here? [Robin] 
  WHAT IS IT? [female] 
  [Dee has chills! Goose pimples!] 
 CT: Have you already tried to communicate with us? [Lorraine] 
 
00:18 DEE: YOU [male] 
 JASON:  [Calling out]  If you can see this [cat] ball— 
 CT: Say my name. [Rachel W] 
 DEE: ENOUGH! [male] 
 JASON:  [Calling out]  If you can see this ball on this table, it may seem funny, but this  

   helps us to know that you are here.  If you can try to pick that ball up… 
 DEE: HELP [male] 
 
00:19 JIM: [Calling out]  Do you need help? 
 JASON:  [To Jim]  The other team is asking the questions, aren’t they? 
 CT: Do you want your Bible? [Andy] 
 DEE: I CAN [male] 
 JIM: [To Jason]  What gets me is that if they’re asking questions over there [Conference  

Room], how can something over here [Basement] hear it? 
 JASON:  I was wondering that. 
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 CT: Do you have a favourite room? [Robin] 
 DEE: FIND [female] 
   
00:20 DEE: ANDY [male]   
   
00:21 DEE: Bursts of music.  
 JIM: What kind of music? 
 DEE: Umm… sounds kind of classical, like little bursts of violins and things. 
  [Calling out]  Can you tell us your names? 
 
00:22 DEE: [Calling out]  I didn’t hear that.  Can you repeat that? 
 CT: [Andy states he likes modern violins when played by women] 
  Female voice but couldn’t catch the word. 
  SEVEN 
  That sounded like a little child going [makes a little noise] 
 CT: Go and hug Jim. [Lorraine] 
 
00:23 DEE: NO [female] 
 
00:24 DEE: KEEN [male] 
 CT: Would you like us to come back? [Lorraine] 
  FULL [male] 
  OH DEAR! [male] 
 
00:25 DEE: REPEAT [male] 
  HURTING [female] 
 CT: [Rachel W asks if they want us to go to “say bye-bye”] 
 
00:26 DEE: GOODBYE [male] 
 JASON:  Do they know we’re leaving? 
 JIM: That’s usually a sign, isn’t it? 
 [Conference Team comes over the walkie talkie to say that as they’re saying ‘goodbye’  

maybe now is a good time to end this session.  We agree.]      
 [Jim explains to Dee, who didn’t hear, that it’s a good time to end now they’ve said  

‘goodbye’]. 
 
00:.27 End of session and recording. 
   

[NOTE: On review, no EVP or other anomalies heard on this recording.] 
 
 
 
Post Investigation 
While up in the loft area of the mill, Jim and Rob identify a loud whining noise, later identified to be a rat scarer. 
They felt nothing up in the loft other than it being warm, quiet and peaceful.  
 
Jim tries to debunk the shadows that he saw on the ground floor of the Mill. He moves around the room so to 
reproduce the movement of the shadows to rule out any vehicle lights or other light source. It was identified that 
the only light source that could have projected the shadows was the green light from above the fire exit door. 
 
Dee found this to be a really interesting location and certainly would be interested in returning to investigate 
again in the future.  The spirits at the location do not seem to be used to interacting directly with living people, 
which makes this even more fascinating.          
 

 


